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To the Hon. H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee 
County, Virginia: 

Your orator, W.E.Neff, respectfully represents unto the 
said court, that on the 13" day of April, 1899, he was married 
to Mary HK, Munsey, in Lee County, Virginia; that she and your 
orator were then, have been since, and are now citizens and res- 


f’ va 


idents of Lee County, Virginia; that soon after said marriage they 
went to house keeping, and lived togetheruntil on or about the 

%,, | Cer ae | 
last Sunday in July, 1899; that durine said time he providedfor 


his sald wife es sood and as confortable home as his means would 


: % 4 ~~ 
permit; *that he secured the services of others to shield her, as 


| 


i 


; a4 = a 7 | r . ot ia we, 
much as possible, from the work attending household affairs; that 


durine all said time he treated her ki ae used: all hie eLrorcs 


to make his said home pleasant and attractiv Pop hiser. Mkt on 

or about the lastsunday in July, 1899, he and his said wife, Mary 
H. Neff,made a visit to her parénts, and when the time errived for 
bhem to return home, he reminded her of the fact,, and said the} 
must go back home, but to his great surprise and astonishment 

she informed him she would not return with him, and would live 
with him no longer; ‘that he used all the persuasion he knew to set 
her to return with him, and wanted to leave her a horse for her to 
com? home on, but this she wovld not allow; that he was informed 
by her father that 1f she desired to return to him he would bring 


her back;tthat he left for his home with the hope that she would 


send for him to come for her in a few days, but instead of this 


she sent for her furniture and her personal property, and took the 


same to her parents, where she and said property have ever since 
% 3 i) i ; . = i “4 7 ; ae | i F ' < ; ; 

remained; ‘thaw -wibhout Cau Ee, - J] against the will of your or: tor, 

his said wife, Mary E. Neff, when she refused to return and live 


with him , as aforesaid, she did so, with the intent, then anda We 


to permanently abandon and desert him, and has so 





deserted him for more than three years prior to the institution 
of this suite 

The object, therefore, of thistbillis to obtain from his 
said wife, Mary E. Neff, a divorce a vinculo matrimonii . 

The prayer, therfore of your orator is, that the said 
Mary K. Neff, be madegqparty defendant Lp this bill, and be re- 
quired to answer its several allegations, but not under oath, an 
answer under oath being hereby expressly waived; that on a hear- 


ing of this caus your oravwr be decreed a divorce from his said 


CA 


ry : 


wife, Mary &. Neff, a vinculo matrimonii, and said marriage be 
ennulled and dissolved. And for such other, further and -zeneral 
relief as is agreeable to equity, and suitable to his case. 


lay SPA. issue & ind your orator will ever pray &c. 
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Lee Circuit Court. 


To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, 


Judge of the Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia: 


The Answer of Mary BR. Neff to a bill in chancery filed in your 
Honor's court by W. EB. Neff against your respondent, the object 
of which is to obtain a divorce from said respondent. 

For answer th the said bill, or so much thereof ag your res- 
pondent deems it necessary she should answer, answering she says: 

That it is true that on the 13th. day of April, 1899, she was 
married to the said plaintiff, in-Lee County, Virginia, where both 
the said plaintiff and your respondent have since lived. That after 
the said marriage, your said respondent and said plaintiff lived 
together as man and wife, from the date of the said marriage up 
to the 13th. day of August, 1899, instead of the last Sunday in 
July, 1899, as alleged by the said plaintiff. That said respondent 
has no complaint to make as to the comfortable home which plaintiff 
alleges that he provided for her during their short stay together. 
The home provided was a very small, two roomed house, but it was 
such as your respondent expected to live in Satomcigme, when she 
took upon herself the married relations. That it is true that dur- 
ing a part of the time that your respondent and the said plaintiff 
lived together, that the said plaintiff provided or secured the 
services of a girl and, a portion of the time, a little boy, about 
Seven years old, to help her in attending to the household affairs. 
But your respondent denies that during the time that she and the 
said plaintiff lived together, that the said plaintiff was kind and 
loving and friendly and pleasant to your said respondent, and denies 


that he made any effort to make his home pleasant and attractive 


for her, but in many ways exerted himself to make it everything 


else than a pleasant home; the facts of which she will set out 





wh. 
more fully later on in this answer. 

Your respondent denies that on the last Sunday in July, or the 
i5th. day of August, 1899, the time sppken of in the plaintiff's 
bill when your respondent and her said husband made a visit to the 
parents of your respondent, that at that time she refused to return 
home with him or to live with him longer, and your respondent will 
explain later on in this answer how it was that she failed to return 
home with him at that time. Your respondent also denies the alle- 
gations of the said plaintiff, that he used all his persuasion to 
get her to return home with him, and denies that the plaintiff even 
asked her to return with him. Said respondent denies also the 
allegation of the plaintiff, wherein he alleges that he had hopes 
that respondent would send for him to come for her in a few days, 
but she believes, alleges and charges that it was the desire of the 
plaintiff that your respondent should never go back to the home of 
the said plaintiff. Your respondent admits that it is true, that 
several months after her husband left her at the home of her father, 


that she sent for the little furnigure and personal property which 


had been given to her by her father, but this was not done until 


this respondent had abandoned all hope that the plaintiff, her 
husband, would ever come for her to take her back to his home as 
his wife. Your respondent also denies that she ever refused to 
return to the home of the said plaintiff, and live with him as his 
wife, and denies that she ever had any intent to abandon her said 
husband, or to desert him, and denies that she ever has abandoned 
or deserted him up to the present day. 

Your respondent now, having answered the several allegations 
of the plaintiff's bill, desires further to set forth her Side of 
this very sad case. Your respondent avers that long before the time 
that she and the said plaintiff were Joined together in holy matri- 
mony, and for years, the said plaintiff had visited your respondent, 





~3. 
paid his attentions and respects to her, made his protestations of 
love and affection for her, and won her confidence and her love; 
and believing that the said plaintiff was earnest in his professions 
of faithfulness and love toward her, your respondent became engaged 
to the said plaintiff, and was afterwards married to him on the day 
hereinbefore set forth. 

Your respondent alleges that on the day they were married, 

the said plaintiff took your respondent to the city of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and that from the day she left her father's home to go 
upon this little tour with him, the said plaintiff began his neglect 
of attention and kindness toward her, and that in the city of Knox- 
ville, he there neglected her and left her to the care of a stranger 
who happened to be kind enough to take her to a hotel and show her 
a place to stay; for your respondent alleges that she was a plain 
country girl, who had never been in the city, and knew nothing of the 
ways of city life, nor where to go. Your respondent alleges that, 
Soon after they returned home, she and the said plaintiff went to 
housekeeping in the little home provéded for her as aforesaid. 
Instead of staying with her at his home at night to protect her, 


the said plaintiff went to his place of business, a store-house 


where he was selling goods, a short Qi there kept his 


abode at night. Except a very few times yogr_eespenda’ stayed at 
the home so provided for her, but the said plaintiff's ataying 

ther e was very rare. Your said respondent alleges that while 

the said plaintiff and she resided together, the said plaintiff 
shunned your respondent, and when she would come into his presence 
would often tell her to get out of his sight, that her absence was 
preferable to her presence, and at times would tell her to go home 
to her father, and stay there. He offen told her that he married 
her expecting that she would make him money, but that she had failed 
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to do so; and in various ways, and at various times, the said 


plaintiff undertook to drive your respondent from him by unkind 
treatment, and to make life with him so hard and so unpleasant, 
that by this means he hoped your respondent would desert him, and 
under a pretext that it was respondent's fault, obtain from her a 
divorce; and on the day that she went to her father's home on a 
quccl Ue we he way aid pore, 

visit,,the said plaintiff told your. respondent that he would take 
her to her father's home, and there he would leave her, and 


respondent believes that it was the intention of the said plaintiff 


to leave her at her father's home, on the day that they went there. 


Your respondent is very sorry to have to admit that the 
married life between your respondent and the said plaintiff was 
very stormy and unpleasant, not because your respondent desired 
such a life, but because it was forced upon her by the exacting 
spirit of her said husband, and your respondent, on the day that 
plaintiff avers that she deserted him, alleges that she called the 
said plaintiff and her father into &@ private apartment at the home 
of her father, and there undertook to get from the plaintiff an 
agreement to end the unpleasant manner in which they had been living 
at home, and said respondent and her father pleaded earnestly with 
the said plaintiff that he, the said plaintiff, should treat your 
respondent in a more friendly and husbandlike way than he had done 
in the past, and tried to get him to agree to live with her at home 
at night, instead of going away to another house to sleep. Your 
respondent told the said plaintiff that she did not feel that she 
ought to go back to the home to live as they had been living, but 
she was ready to go in case the said plaintiff would stay with her 
and live with her as a husband. But the said plaintiff refused to so 


agree. Your respondent told the said plaintiff that she was willing 
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and ready to go back to his home when he would live with her, and 
stay with her as a husband, and told him that whenever he desired to 
come for her with that understanding, that she was ready, and has 
always since that time been ready, to go back to the home of the 
said plaintiff, and be a faithful, loving and dutiful wife. 

On that same day the said plaintiff went away from your resp- 
ondent, and during 4nd through the three long years which have 
elapsed since that time, he has never come back to take his wife to 
his home, and never given your respondent a word, but has always 

A Gut Ag nie Crtilulh onugties trwe ada se Aik 
been distant, and ‘has always shunned your respondent .A And the first 
communication which your respondent had from her said husband was 
when barely the three years had elapsed, to-wit, on the 14th. day of 
October, 1902, the said plaintiff had served upon your respondent 
a summons toh nswer his said bill. 

Your respondent alleges that while she and her said husband 
lived together, she tried to be a faithful, loving and dutiful wife, 
always subservient to the reasonable demands of the said plaintiff; 
and alleges that she was at no time at fault in causing the said 
plaintiff to seek to drive her away from home as his wife. From 


the conduct of the said plaintiff toward your respondent while she 


was living with him, and from his actions since the 13th. day of 


August, 1899, and from his declarations to others throughout the 
country, your respondent is forced to believe that the said plaintiff 
undertook, by cruel conduct and coarse language, to drive your 
respondent to a state of desperation, that she would be forced to 
forget the marriage vows, and to leave his home and abandon the said 
plaintiff, because the respondent believes that the said plaintiff 
expected your respondent's father to give to him a lot of money 

upon their marriage, and as your respondent's father was not able 

to do so, the said plaintiff was dissatisfied and disappointed in 

his marriage; and yor respondent alleges that it was the plaintiff 


who deserted your respondent, and not your respondent the plaintiff. 
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Your respondent avers that she has always been ready an d 
willing and anxious for a reconciliation of the differences 
which existed between herself and her said husband, and alleges 
that she has never at any time had any intention to desert or 
abandon him, and she would have been willing long since to have 
reconciled the said differences, and gone back to the plaintiff's 
home, had the plaintiff ever approached her, or shown in any 
manner a willingness to settle the differences. And it has 
been with a sad heart, and through many years of suffering, 


that she has waited, and expected and hoped that her husband, 


the man whom she loved, to whom she was willing to give herself 


as a life companion, would seek a reconciliation; but all 
in vain. 

Your respondent believes, alleges and charges, that the 
said plaintiff has never had any love or respect for her, and 
for this reason she believes that it would be impossible for 
them to Live together in peace and harmony, and for this rea- 
son, and because of the legal grounds of desertion and 
abandonment, as hereinbefore set out, on the part of the 
said plaintiff toward respondent, respondent herself asks 
your Honor to grant her a divorce from the said plaintiff, 
for she again denies that she has given to the plaintiff any 
lawful reason for seeking a divorce from her. 

Your respondent feels that she ought to have some provi- 


sion made for her support and maintenance, 
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so long as she remains the wife of the said plaintiff, or so long 

as she remains unmarried. Your respondent avers, and will show 

unto your Honor, that thew said plaintiff has real estate and 

personal property worth from $3500 to $4500; that he is a man who 

is strong and able to work; and that he has a present income of about 
$600 per annum. On the other hand, your respondent alleges that she 
is poor and has very little éirpec¥ se AA which to support and main- 
tain herself; that she is a woman of no income from any source, and 
is dependent altogether upon the support given to her by her father 
and relatives. It is true, however, that she has a little property 
given to her by her father, consisting of a little household goods 
and other property worth from $140 to $150. She states that this 

is altogether insufficient to support and maintain her, and that if 
her father did not supfort her, or if at any time he should become 
unwilling to support her, then she would be thrown out upon the 


charities of the world. She believes that it is right and just that 
q 


her said husband should afford her a reasonable support and mainté- 


ey 
ay 


nance, according to his estate and income. Said respondent also > 


@lleges that she has no money with which to employ and pay counsel 

in defending this suit, and in prosecuting her said claim against 
her said husband for alimony, and she believes that it is right and 
just that her said husband should be required to pay her a reason- 
able for the prosecution of her rights in this suit. She has thought 
it necessary for the proper presentation of her cause, and the 
representation of her interests in this case, to employ as her 
counsel Mr. R. T. Irvine and the firm of Pennington Brothers, and 

in order to enable her to pay the said attorneys for their services 
in this matter, she seeks that the said plaintiff be requiredto pay 


her a reasonable sum, which your respondent believes should be the 


sum of $200. In support of her con tention that she is entitled to 
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temporary alimony and suit money, she here files the affidavit of 
her father, James J. Muncy, which sets forth her condition, and the 
condition of the said plaintiff, with reference to finances. It is 
not the object of your respondent to seek of the plaintiff an un- 


reasonable sum for her support and maintenance, but she is advised 


that a reasonable alimony has been declared to be in the State of 


Virginia from one-third to one-half of the husband's income, 
depending upon the circumstances of the parties. 

The prayer, therefore, of your respondent is, that the said 
plaintiff, W. EF Neff,be required to pay to your respondent, or her 
attorneys, such sum as the court may think is a just compensation 
for the attorneys who represent her in this cause, and that he be 
required to pay, or secure the payment of, such sum at the 
present time; that upon a hearing of this cause, she be granted 
permanent alimony, in such sum as the court in its opinion, from 
the evidence, may think and choose to allow her, and that she be 

dora avrnwucls Malt tunic t; 
given a decree for her costs in this behalf expended. And she 


will ever pray, &c. 
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We HE, Neff - - - ------------- - = - = Plaintiff. 
nfl oar In Chancery. 


Mary He .Neftf? - == = = 6 Solel lSeenie a--.- -o-.. Defendant. 


This cause came on this day to be heard on the hill of the 
plaintiff, the answer of the defendant, the former order made in 
the cause, the depositions of witnesses, taken since said former or— 
der was made, and was argued by counsels; 

On consideration of all of which it is adjudged, ordered and 
decreed that the bonds of matrimony existing between the plaintiff 
W.b.Neff and the defendant Mary E.Neff be, and they are hereby dis- 
solved without limitation of resktriction; and it is further ad- 


judged, ordered and decreed that teach party payohis and-her, dwn costs 


So 


incurred in sald cause. Aor bt, Qed B, PUT tn, 4 
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Complainant, 
In Chancery, 
Mary E.Neff, Defendant. 
This cause came on this day to be heard upon the bill of the 


complainant and the answer of the defendant filed in oven court by 


—— 
ng — 


FO eat ha wa pom ee | , 
leave of the court, and affidavits filed with the said answer of 


the said answer of the said defendant,and the counter affidavit of 


the said plaintiff,and the motion of the defendant for temporary 
alimony,and was argued by ccunsel: 

On consideration of all which the court is of opinion that the 
said defendant is entitled to temmorary aldmonv;and it is adjudged, 
ordered and decreed that the said W.E.Neff pay to the said Mary E. 
Neff or her attorneys the sum of One hundred Dollars,and if said sum 
is not paid within 80 days the,xupon the request of the said defend— 
ant or her attorneys the clerk of this court shall issue execution 
asainst the said W.E.Neff for said sum of money,with interest 
thereon from the date of the issuance of the execution. And this 


cause is continued. 
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The deposition of R.S.Neff taken upon agreed interrogatories, 
at the residence of the said Neff at Valley, Oklahama, before me 
Lenore stewars » a notary public in and for the County 
of Paynes , in the Territory of Oklahema, which deposition 
LS intended to be read as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff-in a 
certain suit in chancery now pending in the Circuit Court of hee 
County, Virginia, in which W.E.Neff is plaintiff and Mary EB. Ay eed? 
is defendant. 

R.S.Nerf a witness of lawful age being first duly sworn de- 
poses as Follows: 

Q. i.-- Please state your age, occupation and place of residence. 

a, --Age 48; occupation farmer | residence Valley, 0. T. 

Q.2.-—- Are you acquainted with William HE. Neff and Mary kL. 

Neff the parties plaintiff and defendant to ihn -Gulits, “anid aii GU 
are in any way related to them or either of them, please state what 
tad relationship id? |, 


a,--Yes, I am; I am a brother to Wn. Ey Neff. 


Q.5.-- Please state whether or not, at the request of William 
k. Netf, nie mae wife left him and went to reside at her father’s 
you made any attempt to affect a recottciliation between them and 
to get her to retmm to her husband, and if you state you did, 
please state what you did, when it was and what success you had 

stating in full without further question all that was said and.donetr 

About the time she. left Wm., we went on a visit to Father's; and when 
vo arrived there J asked Wm, where his wife was;he seid she was at her 
father's: I asked him when she would be at home;he said be did not know 
o¢_he wanted +o-leave—a—horse-forher_+o-ride—home.,-and—her feathers aid 
he. would bring her when she wanted jo come, When I was at Willian’ s 
house a few days afterward, I asked abou Mary's things;he sald they were 
in thoss boxes. I sugzesved +o Wnethat J co to Mary's fathers and ory and 
persuade her to come back to him and he agreed that I should do so; I 


FED CLEVES OTS 


went, but she and her parents seemed reserved on that subject. J] afterwan 
ds saw her father and brother at Andrew Fitts' sale;and spoke to them 





and his wife not living together. Her father said, Mary _ 


sat ego ELAS TS NTL STS ERE . saan eel 


was nov savisfied tolive with Willian. 
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Cross Examination 


A : pamemewente EE TOLL NEESER HL EEE SOIT DONE ALES EYRE LLP SISTER ARCO 
state you went to see q ere sEnen pleas tate where you 

saw her,and who was present, 

Ans, _I saw her at her father's home- her father and mother were vores- 


ent. 
A EC AT re a a ee at Ate, org 


' 4 de ) “- a + 7 = fF rm * Fg ¢ - Say ee os - = = of. 
at month in the year was it and how long did you stay whn vou went 


It was about jsucust or Sevtem. % of my recollec- 


| 1b.Wwas in. August) of 1899, 


Territory of Oklahoma 


- NOewit?s- 


) 
) 


County. of Pawnee 


Ti Lenore stewart , & nokery public in and for 


the County and Territory af esaid do certify the the foregoing 


devositior Yee HEIL Was taken sworn to and subsetibed tO before 


me on the 2’ day of June ,1903, and 


pose.in the caption mentioned, 


Given under my hend , 
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Neff's place at Ann, and said that Mr, Neff made the remar« that"it 
was too much, why didn't thev bring the money, that they had no use 
for that stuff", I listened to the statement, and then made the re~- 
$f Wilh Nett seid; that, he ough? to have his throat aut". 
time af : I could not say how long, in Jonesville, Mr, 
ment 10 me, and said that he understood that IT was talking 
about the m: Mr, Neff, I can tell you the conversation 
it occurred", and I detailed the conversation to him as it occurred 
Hubbard Springs, just as I have detailed if “above, ~ Te went on 
say that they really had no use for the furniture: om yeone sori ct: 
that they neither bad a home to take it to, or some words to that eft- 


fect. I do not remember just exactly whet was said, Mr, Neff and) my- 


ore 


trouble that arose between him and his wife, Qn one oceasion T fad 


SOP. Larosa, Se nere. 1, eonverseation about the sevaration ae the 


a conversation with Mrs, Neff's two brothers, and J inferred from their 

conversation that they would like for a reconciliation to be brought 

about, Being an int mate friend of both parties, Gnd having ® good 
chance to bring the matter of reconciliation up, I broached the subject 

I) 

Neff, and he remared that» "he would never do if, that 1%, had 

T did not tell Mr, Neff what the Munsey bays said to 

talk with Mr,. Neff in Jonesville was some time in the fall 

after the sevaration in the summer, two or three months after the 

time I shivped the cattle from Hubbard Springs, and T should guess that 


was about Qctober, 


Cross-Examinaticon, 
1, --Can e111 me thé names of the persons who were present 
at Hubbard Springs et the conversation, or whereever it did occur, 


whieh you have detailed above? 


A,-- I can't do it, for T don't remember, My recollection is 


thet Albert Noe was Teere, and T believe hat Hen Clint er. ana’ two or 


three of the Tedford hd ar. little fellows, and they were helping me 
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wl Fy te 
Q.56,--Can you tell who it was that undertook to detail wht Mr, 
Neft was reported to have said about the vlunder which Mr, Munsev had 
carried to his daughter? 
ANS. +-NO siry J could net undertake to tell ;who 


~ 


-~In the conversation which occurred afterwards between Mr. 


Neff and yourself about the Hubbard Springs couvrerseatiion, didy you tei. 
him who had undertaken at Hubvard's Springs ,£0 detail his conversation? 
° \ ° 
#ASPeeiTD) Togid, ]}. @ent Tfemenber it now, 


a 


Ques, -6,--In that conversation, had in Jon°svilie, did you tell 
that vou had had © conversation with her two brothers? 
AAS, + Hor Si, Peete neo 
Q,6,--In this conversation, as I understand you, you ard Mr, Neff 
a general conversation about the troubles between dag and his wife: 
what those troubles were? 
not, Well, TO, l Delitere he sald that 


2 


-ePie@ase state asoneam iy ‘as, 7.0u can, all Mr, Weff said about 

the reconciliation and about the matter going too far for a reconciliase 
fion to be brought aie any 

Ans,--I have stated it ail above as fully as T remember 1 tig. | Phere 
might heave been other things said of more importance which T took nc 
notice of, and do not reinember, 

(8, --You do not remember, then, what reason he gave for saying 
that the matter had gone too far between them for a TeCOncili@et ion to 
take peee s 

Ans, --Nor sir, we were sittings ihe J4ttle back porch at Russells 

and it seems to me that somebody called me or him one, and, the 
versation was broken'up just as he mede the remark that the matter 
had gone too far, 
iere any other person present when the conversation was 

had between you and Mr, MNeff? 


A, --No sir, 





Resdirect FExaminetion,. 
~-Are you acquainted with Wm,N, (commonly called Dock) Bur- 
chett? 

A, -~i am, 

Q,2,--Are you acquainted with the people in the neighborhood in 
which said Burchett lives, generally? 

A,--T am acquainted with the people in the neighborhood where he 
now lives and where he formerly lived, 

Ques, 3,--Are you acquainted with his general reputation in the 
neighborhoods in which he has been living for the part few years, for 
truth and veracity? 

A,--I am,in the neighborhood where he fermerly lived, but not in 
the neighborhood where he now lives, 

Ques,--Is his reputation, J the néighborhood where he formerlv 
Lived, for truth and veracity, good or bad? 


bad, 


Q,--5, --Judging him from Ans reputation in said neighborhood for 


truth and veracity, could you give him full faith and creit npon oath? 
Ans, --I could not, 
Cross-Hxamination, 

Q,1,--How many persons have you heard discuss Mr, Rurchett's 
reputation for truth and veracity? 

A,--Well, I could not remember ali of them, but T have had some 
considerable dealing with Mr, Rurchett, and have come near having 
serious difficulties over some of his misrepresentations, I have 
heard the matterm Giscussed by Tom Munsey, Nath Worley, Bob James, 
JOhn James, that,I ca {oO Mindat. the present time, and, Butler Munsey, 

Q.--What brought about the discussion of Mr, Purchett’s cnarac- 
ter for truth end veracity by these parties that you Rave named, ¢ 


mencing with Tom Munsey? 


A, --We discussed the matter with Tom Munsey from this fact, 


Burchett wanted me to furnish him some suplies TO make", crop em, 


me 2 lien on his growing crops of wheat and corn, and when he come 
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Cut the wheat; 1t turned @ut to belong to Mr,: Pennington whe had fur- 
nished the seed and land, Still I got the wheat before TIT found out 
that Mr, Pennington had any claim on it, but in the end lost considera- 
ble money on Mr, Rurchett, 

The conversation with Nath Worley come nes over the failure of Mr, 
Burchett to pay some litfle frivolous store accounts, --in violating 
his promises, 

RUEXEKXMUNESYX Mr, Rurchett was to go down the river with me at, 
one time on @ flat boat with grain, and IT waz to pay him half his wages 
in money and let the other half ge on whet he owed me, and right up at 
the time we had to go, he refused to go without paying aij monevy and 
this gave rise to the conversation between me and Rutler Munsev about 
what little dependence was to be put in the man, JI did, however, fi- 
nally get a part of my debt out of his wages, After we got started on 
the trip down the river he agreed to let part of his wages go on his 
debt, 

The conversation with Rob James was in remrd to the Wheat, TI 
was fo have the wheat from the thresher, and sent Bob James down there 
after it on the day it was threshed, and Rurchett refused to Regex let 
him have it, tried to bluff him --and James sent for me, and T went 
down and got the wheat, and the next day Mr, Pennington come and claimed 
the wheat and wanted me to deliver it to him, Jt was this wheat trans- 
action that caused the discussion between me and Rob James, 

Q.-fhe discussions of Mr, Rurchett's character with the pversons vou 
ave named all came up with reference to his keeping his promises in 


reference to the payment of his “eets, did they not? 


3 
A,--Yes, those that I have named above, 
Q.--Have you heard his reputation for truth end veracity growing 
out Of anything else except with regard to his promises with refer- 


ence ft and tie payment thereof, discussed; if so, by whom, and 


about what? 


nt 
‘A,--I have heard Tom Munsey talk about his bikie lait about 


work 


1, 


» ft. was about the store a good deal and heard it remarked that 


&@ bushel Of corn should be broushnt to the mill for telling a tele after 





=f< 
"Dock", It was generally said that he would not keev his promises, 


was he not? 


Isaac Weston, another witness sing first duly sworn, deposes 
as follows: 


your 28, Tresidencé,\ and occupation? 


3 
Ans, --I was. born July R3th, 1826; residence, near Van, Lee County, 
Virginia; occuvation, farming, 
~-Are you acquainted with Wm,N, (commonly called Noek) Rur- 
Crest r 
A,.-=Yes, I am well acquainted with him, he lived around about 
my neighborhood until a year or two ago, 
J.--Are you acquainted with the pm ple of thet neighborhood, 
the general reputation of ssid Burchett among those people for 
Lh, and yeracifve? 


A. Tes, T Sl atqueinted.with’ 1%, Among good citizens, such as 


men who would take him on their land, he would not work for them after 


@ little while, but would go off and work for some ona else, 
--Is his reputation for truth and veracity 

SA hires dad, F Think, 

ly --Judgszing him by that reputation, which he 
Sive him full faith and credit upon his oath? xax 

A,--I could not, for I have tried him, 

The latter part of thes answer is objected to because the wit 
must speak of the seneral revutation of the person, and not what he 
knows about him himself, if he means £0 say that he tried the witness 
on oath, he must pdint out the occasion, the trial, and before whom 


had, 


Cy cy DUnCam tne Geo, Dh Sradiin, Tor. piri, 





oe 
a Cross-Examination, 
Q,--You say in answer to the last question, that you could not 
give Mr, Burchett full faith and credit on oath, because you have tried 
him® What do you mean by that? 
A. --Two or three or four years ago he was working for me, He worked 
two, .I was peying him 50¢, per day. He might have been 
working lenger than that, Mr, Batler Munsev's children came over 
1ere and stayed all night with us; Dock, he come over to go to work, 


as well as T recollect it was Friday, Rutier's little boy said to 


- 


me, "Grandpa, is Dock going to work for you £o-day?" and I says, "Yes 


I reckon', Harvey says, "Why he promised to work for mama to-day and 


” 
f 


to-morrow", T called to him to know the facts in‘the case, He says 
to me, "Yes, Iwas to work for her", He says,"1 owe her, and J want 
OW te pay POL lb We werk for you to-day and to-morrow and you vey 
her $1, 00", He holiowed after the children when thev started that 

to tell their mama that g@a@ndma would pay her a dollar for Dock RBur- 
emett, ‘t passed off till Monday, and Monday was court and speaking 
here (at Jonesville), and Dock wanted to come to speaking, and he says 
"T want you to pay Emily $1,00 for me"( that wes my wife's daughter, 
the mother of the Munsey chiidren) When we returned thet night from 


court my wife said to him "Dock, T heave peid that dollar) and he answered 


> 
and said "T just owe her a haif dollar now, and I want you to pay 
that", and she said "I will when you do the work". He went off and was 
gone about two days, as well as IT recollect, and he came back in the 
evening late, and my wife insisted on him coming in and taking @ seat, 

bs 7 , (es ” 
"No, I am not coming, T come to get that dollar you owe me", Why, ,she 

d * . | Py + q 

says, 1t ain t $8 =, DOCK, why 1,don owe you any dollar," He 
Savs ee. you do, that dollar you gave, Milly, I never gave you no 


eave to pay it, and if you don't pay it, I'll warrant you, I'll war- 


: // : : 
rant you before to-morrow night, He went down to Squire Cunningham's 


and swore out a warrant that we i ia him a doligY’ @ha yvtit iat- in the 


heriff's hands and the sheriff came and notified us to attend trial, 
9 cousin katxaxe who had been living at our house four or five 


years and he persuaded Dock, he says ‘Dock, why you know thev will 





fet * 


—“~Re- 
you, and if you go into trial you will have the cost to pay", He took 


the warrant in, notified the sheriff to hold iff up 


p, and he nevet® 


collected it, and that woud it up, 

Q.2. ~“Wwas you present when Rurchett gs the warra from Cunning- 
ham? 

A,--No sir, I was not, What TI know Lt, Be T got From the 
squire himself, The squire said he told him that our reputation was 
too good for paying our debts, that he tried to keep him from swearing 
ity but he went ahead and swore it, 

Q,--If you were not present, how do know he swore out, 
werrant? 

A. -=-I don't positively know 
hands and come anid notified us, 


--Don't you “now that a warrant is never sworn out in a 


Cu 


--Well, of course, He swore to the account, though, or the 
f 


$ abt 
squire said he did, I did not hear him, The squire he did not want 
/ 


to €o it,, but he Zequired it, 
Q,--How many persons did you ever hear discuss the reputation of 


WN. Burchett for truth and veracity? 


A --Ohe 7 don't know, Judge, I COnIG. eT teal you, T know that 


it was the general talk through the neighborhood thet he was not: truth- 


T's and that there, was 


Q.--Can't you tell me the name of no person in the neighborhood 


who said he was not truthful? 


A, --Certaily, I could tell you a dozen, W,B,Munsey end his wife, 


Ed, Burchetiy Joe Burchett, Will pureheti, end all the rest of the .RWiee 


excevt Dock's family, 


Q, --Whet was the occasion of PutlerMunsey and his wife discuss- 
ing his reputation for truth and veracity? 
A,--He lived there on the place with them a year or two, and But- 
ter's wife told me this morning that she would not believe him on oath 


no way, 


Q.--What was the occasion of Kd, Burchett, Will Burchett and Joe 





‘ 3) 
Burchett discussing his reputat: fir truth? 
A, --They all, particularly Ed, and Will Burchett, and J have heard 


them say there was no dependence in him, 


Q,4-New, has not: 611. the discussions which you have heard of Mr, 


Burchett's character for truth and veracity grown ou’ of his faiiure 
* ad an) * * = e 
to keep his promises in refrence to the py ment Or Als deo fs and his 
I : A 
failure ¢ sep his promises in reference to working for veople? 
A, --When he woudd promise you, sometimes he would come and some- 


times he would not comes there was no dependence in him, Yes, the dis- 


b 
eussions of his character have grown out of his failure f90 keep his 
promises, 


Q.--Mr, Rurchett is @ very poor man, is he 


ReaDirect Bxemination, 
Q,--In answer to the next to the last question provno unded fo you 
in your cross-exemination, you answered that the discussions of Dock 
Burchett's character or reputation grew out of his feilure to keep 


his promassesNow, by way of refreshing vour memory, have vou not heard 


it telked among his gshbors that he has sworn falsely against people 
and against one Wm, Short in particular? 

A,--I covid not tell about short, ba could not gav what T have 
heard, I have heard so much about him, T have heard people say they 
would not believe him on oath, and that he would not keep his promises, 
avd there was no dependence in him, JT heve heard more than one say 
to-day that they would not believe him on oath, 

Obj, --The foregoing answer 18 Onsencted Te, Vecause in no, Fay 
responsive to the question, and is » complete evasion of answering 
the question as it was prop ounded, 

(ss (Ermine t ton, 
Q,--What persons have you heard say to-day that they wowld not 


believe Dock Burchett on oath, 


A, --Mrs,Munsey, and Jim Livesay was another, 


Q,--What relation is Mre.Munsey to Mary Neff and her father, J.J 


Munsey? 





rach ae 
A,--J,J,Munsey is her uncle, I think, She 21so J, 7,Munsev's 


Sister-in-law, 
And further witness saith not, 
‘ A 
UHAD Ghogasens OAL 
nas Ky (sed 
Jonni: §€ ae ents Fav sworn, depnoses 
follows: 
Q.1.--Stete vour age, residen and occupation? 
A,--I am 40 years 0103 am a farmer bv occupation: and regide 
near Van 


;,, b¢e) County, Virginim, 


rs 


Q.2,--Are you acquainted with Wn, Ff, Neff 


Ques, --Were you acquainted with them at and vefore the time 
they spparated? 
A,--Why, I suppose [I was, 
ie to -aState. whether or not, along abowt the time they are saidto 
parated, you heard any conversation between them as to their sep- 
aration; and ef s state tne time, place, and circumstances unter 
which you heard and a@iso anything you may have heard either one 
reference to their seperation? 
A,--Me and Hiram Yeary went down Wallen's creek to 2 spring that 
known es the Bill 2.5 jug of liguor 
we hed sent afte and we got there before the whiskey did, and 
in the shade some ten Pceen, & SGTT Ob. the Tread, andewhaisre 
we were there Willie Neff and his wife me a a They were in @ con- 
versation and I heard Mr, Neff say to his wife "That he would take er 


home and jieave her there where he got her", or something to that ef- 


—_ 


Lec ts Now that is all that I know, 


Q.--AT the time you heard Mr, Neff use the words vou have 
detarled, what was his wife doing or saving? 


crying is my opinion; TI don't know 


thet she was, but I think she was, 





SO i 


J did not understand auxxkhxxux her to sav anything, Thev were 
talking before they got to us, but I could not understand what they 
were saying, I believe she saw us before fhe did, 

Q.6,--State whether or not Mr, Neff was speaking to 
an angry or a good humored tone of voice? 

A, --I don't think, from the way he was talking, that he was in 
a very good homor, theugh he might have been; I can't 
Q. 7, --State whether or not they were travelling at that time in the 
direction of Mr, Neff's home or the home of Mrs. Neff's father? 
Ans, --They were travelling in the direction of Mrs. Neff's father's, 
ate wiether or not. this was about the time Mr, Mef?t an d 
are said fo have separated; and if so, detail any citcumstance 
that makes you remember as to the time ? 

Ans = Weil, Sir ol suppose it was. the day that ihe bougnt, her 
home, the- 15th or 14th day oF August, IT was soing with the threshing 
mechine at that time, and on the next morning--Monday--T related the 
circumstance to Rate Merriman and asked him if there was any trouble 
between Will Neff and his wif He said if there was anything between 
them he did not know 

Q,--How soon avttwrwards did you lea nat they had sevarated? 

--[t was just @ short 

Q. 1, -GRUSSRKXXMXNAPERNx Are ACaug With Wm, N, (commonly 
called Dock) Burchett? 

A,--Yes sir, 

2 --Are you acquainted with the people in the neighborhood where 
he formerly lived on Wallens creek? 

q.--Are you acquainted with his reputation among those veonle in 
that neighborhood for truth and veracity? 


Ocj, ~--Objected to, 


3 


Q. --I mean General reputation? 


Rete mTOR BAP gs ey 


Q,--Is that reputation good or bad? 





AAS, -28el) 84Tr, It, ys net Very ood, 

Q. -~Judging him by that reputation, could you give him full faith 
and creit on oath? 

A, mame) sit, I ceuld net, 

CROSS-HXAMTNATT ON, 

Q. -~How many persons have you ever heard st 
of Dock Rurchett | truth and veracity? 

A,--T could tell you how many, I could tell you 

Q,--Give me the names of the versons you have heard 
and the time when you heard them discussing it? 

A,--I have heard Hiram Yeary for one, Wm,Wilder for 
cohort for another, Bate Merriman, for another, JT reckon that is about ath 
that can think OT y ali L.b0ut thinking of, 


know as I could tell the very exact times. 


- 2 « 


these four persons 211i you over heard MexyBurekskke sveak 


truth and veracity; and if not, name anv other 


p 


you ever heard speak of it? 


I know now, these are all, 


4 


occasion or cause of these men speaking of his 


ation for truth? Begin with Hiram Yeary and name each one that 


you have mentioned? 

A, --He ran @ pole-raft for Hiram Yeary, and Hiram said he swindled 
him out of eight or ten doliars of the money, I think it was ten dol- 
lars, 

Bill Short said he swore varrant out for shooting 
that he was in Tenness af the fime he swore the warrant out, 

Will Wilder said that he had had dealings with Dock and Dock 
hed rascaled him in very trade te had ever made with him, 

Bate said he tried to swindle him out of the wheat that he had 
bought and paid him for, 

Q.--These men that vou have heard discuss hic character, were 


discussing his honesty and not his truthfulness, were they DOG sy S| 


with the exception of Short, WkyRxt 
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T reckon they were, 


lived in the neighborhood where Dock Rurchett 


lived that you are acquainted wth as stated above bv you? 


A,--I don't know how many there are, or were, T know every body 


> 
that lived in that neighborhood, 

Q.--Now give me your best estimate kKkakx of the number? 

A,--I suppose about 25 families would constitute the neighborbood, 

®, --And Out of that 25: famil: 1 he persons you ever hear’ 
discuss Dock Burchett's character is the four you have named above? 

A,--Probably I have heard others, but I have no particular rec- 
eollection of" An, ¢ four I remember to have heard, I don't sup- 
pose the neighborhood gethered up to talk anout Dock Rurchett, 

Q.--How, then, can you state that you know the general reputation 

for truth and veracity, when vou have only heard four 
men discuss his character in any way, and theee of them discussing it 
alone for honesty? 

A,~--IT suppose that that three is enough, 

Q.--How do you come to recollect so distinctiv that it was the 
13th, or 14th, day of August thet you and Hi Yeary went, to meet the jug 
of: Ligaen? 

I was with the threshing machine at tha fame, 
and hir, Munsey said it was one or the other of them days at dir, wWett 
brought his wife home, 

Q.--When did Mr, Munsey tell you that it was the 13th or 14th of 
August? 

A,--He told me to-day, 

Q --Then you are swearing from what Mr, ‘unsey told you, and from 
no independent recollection of your own are you'i 

Obj. --The foregoing question is objected to, because impertinen 
irrelevant and is-leading, the witness not having stated that it was 

4th day of August, but that he 
On one OT those days, 


J, C,Noed and R, lh, Pennington, 





A, --No sir, 
Q,--Well, what indepencent recollection have you of your own that 
on the 13th or 14th day of August that you went to meét the jug 
Liquor? 
A. --T don't know only by what Mr, Munsey said, 
Q.--What time in the day did you and Mr, Yeary go to that spring 
meet the jug of liquor? 


A.--In the evening, after le BEXLEX o'clock, 


Q. --Where awWyou start fromp 


A,--From Hiram Yeary's mill, 
Q,--What time of the day did you start, and how far did you go 
to get to the spring? 


& 


A.--T don't know the time we startled, but IT suppose it is & mile 
down there, or probably a mile and a. quarter to where we went, 
Q,--How long after you got there until the jug of liquor came? 
A.--I do not know sir, how long, but we stayed there 
an hour and e half,or may be two hours, 


Q,--Did Neff and h’s wite pass before the ) af 1 savor come or 


afterwards? 


Q,--How much liquor did you and: Hiram Yearv have before you 
there to meet that. jug? 

A, --We dGodn't have eny; we were dry, 

oO: -eDid you or Mr. Yeary;, either one, speak 
wife, or either or them, es they passed on 

Kh, --T think we both spoke to hin, He stonved 
got a drink of water, and gave his wife a drink, 

Q.--Was it before they got «0 the spring, or after they passe 
that you heard Mr, Neff use the language which you have testified he 
used on 

A, --Before they got tc 


Q,--What did he say to his wife at the spring? 


= ° 
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tin cup and dipped up some water and geve to her, 
Q,--1low close were you and Yeary tO the spring? 


A,--I reckon we were as far as across this house, probably? 


Q. --How close was Neff and his wife to you when he used the jan- 


guage that you Rave detailed above? 


Aisa suppose some ile to 15 stevos 


Q.--How close were they to the Spring when he used said lansuege?P 
A,--I could. not tell you exactly how far, but they were in 20 
yards of the spring I guess, 
.~- “What year was that in? 
--\VJel si T really don't know what year it was in, 
--Which was . Netr the nearest » When he used that language 
the, Sort mer 
--I don't know, sir, which he was the : no idea 
which, 
Q.--Tell the commissioner every word you heard Mr, Neff speak on 
that occasion? 
A,--He said to the woman =he was in front, they were not riding 


2 “ a bs ! = ii vl 
Side by side.=that he would take her home to her father's. or home 
. 9 * 


’ U j \\ 4 
where he sot her, or something to that effect and leave her, 


at: 
Q.--Now, are those the only words you heard him use to her on that 

occasion? | 

sir, 


rm] 
--Yea es 


A 


3 

Q.--Didn't he ask her if she wanted ex a drink of water? 

A,--I don't know, he might have done ewe I think he gave her a 
drink, 

2. --What is your best impression as to the language he used when 

rave her drink, or just before he gave it to her? 

A,--Well sir, I really do not know. 

Q.--Now, was this not the language which Mr, Neff used to his wife: 
"I will take you home, and leave you if nothing else will do? 

A,--It was something to that éffe j 


* Me fa) 2 
Bev, home, whether he said if nothing 





It has been @& good and T didn't know I would ever be 


2 


called to testify about the matter, or I might have been able fo re- 
member the exact words, 

Q.--On this morning, since you came to town, and while sitting 
On the west side of the store of J,W.& a3, OPS, here ino the £e0n/ ST 
JOnNESVil de, didn't. vou tell Mr. Neff that the language vou heard him 
use on that occasion was this: "TI will teke you tome and leave, you, 1% 
nethine elses Wild -dert? 

A,--T don't think T did; T told him what T have toljd in this 
depnosition, 


Q. --~Now, tell exactly what you did say to Mr. Neff while you were 


that IT knowed about it was just that 

wor, that I heard him say that he would take the woman back and leave 
ver here, is apo ywisat Ff teid, 

Q.--Is just what you have just now had written down what you 

this morning? 

Bee UM hee oe, pee Ge 

Q.--Well then, what. makes you day you think it is about what you 

to him? 


A,--Because TIT believe it 


Q.--Do you know exactly what you did say to him this morning or 


think that IT have done told what T told him when we were 


talking, Why no, I can't repeat just the words T did say to rit, . Of 


PL 


ms “ a. oe f° 9 vy ae 
make to Neff when. he 


Obj,+-The foregoing question is objected to because a mere repe- 
Lition of what has been asked the witness before, the witness having 
specifically steted that he did not hear Mrs, Neff say anvthing in revly 


to the language, 
J. Co mee Age Ri, Premmonston, Ter deft, 





‘ch 
A,--I never heard her say anything, 
Q.--Who brought the jug of liquor to vou and Mr. Yearyv on 


occasion? 


A,--I believe Livesay, but IT am not certain 


And further titnesdsaith not, 


/ & 
vA 
Le A ae On, ees 


one day 50¢é, 


James J, Munsey, another witne:s Fe i duly sworn, de- 
‘Ss JOLLewe: 
Q.1.--State your age, residence and 
Aye -lhan 66 years ot we residé@ near’ Van, Lee Cont: Virginia! 
am a farmer, 
are you to the defendant in this case? 
mv daughter, 
that occured on the afternoon on which Myr, 
brought, your daug ter back home and when she did not return 19 
home? 
A,--I wont't be posit: t my best recollection is 
on the 13th day of August, 1899, and I guess between one and two 


o'clock in the afternoon, they came there, and we were Sittigz and 
the porch, My Wife, my son, John, and myself were all 
of usw They came in and sat there and talked some little 
time, probably a half hour or longer, when Mr, Will Rurchett came 
Probabiy an hour after Mr, Burchett came, We @ll, that is, 
and his wife, Mr, Burchett, and my family, were talking, wheh Willie 
"Mary, I guess it is about time we were £0ing", and Mary says to 
dresser that pa has bought me", The house 
30 through one room and through the 
dresser was, When Mary started 
she motioned me, end 201 p and walked in right after then, 
stenoed back into 


She FOE O mA dik 





Ga 
where she had to milk the cow, and go and hunt the cow through fhe 
wet gress and weeds as Ste had to do’, and she told him, *Wi 
Willing to milk the cow when T am’ not well and able to: do it., 
why you let pappie take the cow pack home", And Willie said he would 
have it done, i says:"Willie, WHUXERUIEXKAERXXKXARONRXXLXYSUXERUKH unles 
you have somebody to milk the cow regularly, (a cow ought to be milked 
regularly) that she would have to go sometimes when she was not able 
Was: MOL Very S40e), “and that her Bealth’ will not 
sadmhit of her going hunt the cow though the wet and dew as she has 
been having f0 do, And I saic 1am "TT vou are Wiling, Twill come 
down and get the co w and bring her home, and * have a young cow here- 
th cow I am aiming to give to Mary when she finds a calf if she does 
if you find a convenient place to keeveher, I Will let you 
cow’? .. be "Said °7 i CGmG ang gat-<the cow, and T tei Win 
7a would come down the next morning and get the cow, Well that 


ended the conversation about tle cow, Then Mary says "Willie, 7) am. noes 


Willingrto g0 down yonder and 11 alone as I have been living’, 
"I have got that boy to stay with vou", She 


ie: 


you to gO down there and.live with that boy, a 


o/ * ° ° Tr e ° 
mrried you f9 live with you', Willie says er: Bre, 2orme, 


it is time you were going,", and turned and walked out though the hall 


and through the room and*on ©ut to the pofch, I turned and walked 


rgsht on after him, and Marv came on right efter 


S0t out into the porch where my wife, Mr, 


&, I said "Willie, take a chair", but he did not do so, 


but walked on out to the steps and on down the steps to the ground, 
Then he turned around and said "Mary, if you are Soins , eo Vey ime 


we were going", She said: "Tdon't know whether TIT will go or not" and 


t3 


he just walked on, he sa’ "T don't know whether I will go or not 
unless you promise me you will stay with me and treat me right", 
were the iast words she had to say to him, Willie walked on and got 


and said "What shall I do with this 


ad. 


down it4o the yflard some few : 


4 nm * , , i * ie + 5 } 7 } 
© horse, shall T leave it?" TI says: "No, if you go, take the horse wita 





you", } end“he went’ on and: got nerses, @nd I  Saia” to. mame: 7. keary 
wante t¢ rhen *t¢ e } bring her". 
iT baad n his horse, he said to her "When shall I come after you", 
and she replied "Whenever you ere wiliing to sta ‘ith me and treat me 
Paces) I then went on down t > road gate with him and tried to 
get; him to come back and stay a11 night and try and see if we could 
reconcilé the matter, and he would not agree to stay, That ended the 
conversation and he want off, 


Q.--Did you g0 after the cow the next day as you stated vou would? 


By, -e lee sy. thevrext morni ne 


oe 
Q.--Did you have any talk on that day that you went 


cow, with Nir, Neff in regard to himself and wife; and if SO, 


was said between you and him in respect thereto as nearly @s you can 
remember? 


A,--We had a taak in reference to it, I think the way the con- 


* 


versation came up was at the store and I invited Mr. Weff to a vrivate 


sation, and we walked out to the "OCk 6 es some little dis- 
tance from the store, My recollection is 4f Willie savs as we walked 
6uL, to the stock, scales MALY g. didn't come, did she?" and T answered: 
she @yan't come, She told me to tell you that whenever vou 


were Willing to stay with her and treat her right, you could come after 


: i) ca ; 4 
her". He said he did act a little hasty in reference to her borroy- 


‘4 


ing some irons, and done wrong in that, that he ought to have let her 
use the irons and send them home and then tell her he did not want her 
% 
if & s f> 
tO borrow, He tren said in reference +0 h at he had told her about 
having some women to meet him at le stor ‘that done wrong in 


; v Z : J Pe af. : 
telling ker that, Then we had some more ta =] m going 


} 


to the 
: ‘ a ¥ . . 
house and staying, I g0b0. him: You ought ft ta if. the house with 


Mary", and he made excuses that he wa te stay at the store.cn 


account of his keys, that he was afraid about his kevs. T said "Wil- 
Sig Os 
onable excuse, 2 ff and leave the keys with 


Tae 2 LAS 2S the ca 
Aj 


3 
Mery when vou leave home", ane Me4re Tused tO (#0 and sts at the house, 


I think thet is about all there was of that conversation, 


Q.--State whether or not he gave any Other reeson in that conver- 





=P.Om 
instead of sleeap- 


--Yes sir, he gave other reasons, Sad his carnal capacities 
P if 

was such that he could not stay where a woman was, 

Q,--Did he tell you on this occasion any reeson thet he had for 
not wanting to live with his wife? 

A,--No sir, nothing only what Tt have told. you, 

LAe ek BAMA EXER CK SSHXNSXVOUNXMEMOY YY XARA XHAXNOKXERTIXRBUXBNXTHIS 
BESASXONXENAKXMARYXNARMNEEXKHEXWRMANXX 

Q,--Did you ever attempt on any occasion to eff ~~ a Tecenei 1i2t10n 
between your daughter and Mr, Weff; if so,tell when and where it was 

sad? 


Aj--i did, About the faurst Gay of September, at. the sale at 
yf 
Mirs, Waa ie “wy daughter told me when J went to start if J saw Willie 
I 


Cua2z2.to tell him aE OS was not aiming to reconcile the mattergbe- 
iS 


tween her and hit ask ham if he was widline for her to have her 
things,” D Tote, hunewhat she diséeted ms. to tell Aim, and he tTO]d me 
she could have her things, and for me to go down there and if he was 
tO tell his clerk,.as he had the keys to the House , | tenaer, 
me have the things, ' That ended that conversation, | 
7. ~~Have you ever nad any other cOnveysation with Mr, Neff 
regard to himself and wit tell when and where it was and what 
saia? 
ef Penveresiion With him about the, first st 
var, probably the first week in October, JI started down there, and 
team to go down there with me, and IT went on down to Mr, Stew- 
and I saw Willie's horse ‘hhitched up there to the fence, 
and Mrs, Stewart Neff came to the door, and IT asked her if 
Willie Neff was there, and told her T wished she would tell him to come 
£0 the @oGr, Hée came to. the door and T told him that T had started 
down to his place, He replied that he had stopped there to warm his 
feet and that as soon as he warmed his feet he was going on down, Jf 


P= 
> 
= ¥ 


there on my horse end waited a Tew momoents for him, and he came 


« rn awe 2a. oS oe @ \ a ‘r T ae 1¢ 6 
and sok on his horse, and ater riding off a few steps I said to 
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him: " Mary wanted me to =0 down and see about, getting her things™ 

If you are not aiming to reconcile that matter she savs 

things broug\t home," He says to me: "You can S90 on down and get them! 
I had told himnT had s wagon coming on, We rode on then together and 
we talked some few words in reference to the differerce between 

them, and when we got nearly in Sight of the store we met up with a 


couple of men, I don't remember who they were, and one of them called 


tO Willie and T rode on down to the store and S0t down and went in 


x 
aa 


and, Wellie came in, and probably some half hour or three quarters 
née wagon came, When the wagon drove up, said "Now, Willie 


if you want Marv to heve her things, now the wazson has come", and he 
{ al | 
savd: T don't know what Mary has got, you gok out there and get every- 
thing she brought here’. + Went out there and began to gather up the 
things and fix to load them, took the bed& whicl 
back room down, and brought it out to load it, and fixed to load the 
things, I gathered up as near everything that I could find that T 
knew tO be hers as he directed me, and loaded them up, and duringbthat 
time there was some bacon--T don't know where he Got if, only what he 
said--he had up in the store house loft, Anyhow he had broucht the 
bacon and laid it in the north door of the store house or on the steps, 
He came out to the house where I was loading the things and said there 
some bacon out there, and I told him that we could not take the 
that we had all we could put in the wazon and could Be barkce:.a 1. 
should take it. and went C there and asked him if 
: 


CORLG? ¥ | ne seid 7 lad, and J told him to give me 


Something f rt. the could handle as I could not take the meat, 


He Look the meat and weighed it and let me have coffee for it. That 


ended that matter, and I went on back to the house where Mr. Raker 


mas finishing loading Up the things.at the house, got the things a11 


UL 


loeded up and told Mr, Baker to drive out, and then T said to Willie: 
eWilie, if you take a notion sve any desires to try to reconcile 
this matter wbhetween you and Mary, you are wlcome to come to mv house 


i i sec ne 4 i t the women T 
any time you desire to, He replied to me "She is not the woman 


e 


want, " 





That I believe is the LS ‘rsation we ever had in regard to 
any way, 
there any of Mrs, Neff's household goods and effects 
nailed up preparatory to moving when you went after 
ited above? 
see anything of that kind, 
Q.~--Where were her dishes? 
A,--They were ina safe, 
Q.--You stated above that when vou went “or vour daughter's house- 
hold goods that Mr, Neff told vou Mary was not the woman he wanted, 


Did you tell Mary about this language? 


A, --Yes 


The further taking of these depositions is adjourned until 


LO-Morrow morning at 9 oclock, at the 4 ape This Jane sor Madan 2. BRE 


Met. pursuant to adjournment at the office 
town of Jonesville, Virginie, op the 27th day 


iissioner in Chencery, 


Presnt:--R, Lb, Pennington, BYxXESNNKBExXEXxXKKA and J, CQ. Nowl, of 
counsel for the defendant, 


C, T. Duncan end Geo, P, Criadiin, of counsel: for pl rtg, 
1 4 Ww, y a 4 e 
Q.--Where has the defefaht, Mary F, Neff, resided since the 13th 
dav of AUZUS hy E99? 
A,--At my house, 
Q,--During that time, has she ever returned, or even made a visit 
to, her husband's home? 


Q,--How soon aft ah PLOT NUS ASG, L899, Gag she send, for 





at) Ba 
her individual property%, at the home of her husband? 
Ans, --About the first week in October, is my recollection, 
Q.--During the time they have been separated and until after 
this suit was brought, did she ever at any time write to her hushand, 


seeking @ reconciliation with him, or for any other purpose? 


3 

A,--I don't know that she wrote, or that she did net; if' she did, 
i mnever heard of it, 

Q. --During the time they have been separated have vou done any 
act to effect or bring about a reconciliation between them? 

A,--Yes sir, 

Q.--Now please stete the act done by you, and the time it was 


done ,to effect, or bring about, said reconciliation? 


about the 15th of Ausust 


A,--The evening that Will left there, 


is my best recollection.I went dowry followéd him down to the gate--— 
3 ra) 


3 
the horses were hitched inside--and urged on him to stav all night an 
see if we could not matte a reconciliation, And he said he could not 
stay, and rede oft, 

On the 14th, the next day, is my best recollection, I went down 
to Mr, Neff's store, When I went down I did not see anything of Ur? 
Neff, He came in the store, or came down stairs--I won't sav where 
from--and he was there in the store some little time, May be some 
fifteen or twenty minutes, and IT told him I wanted a pwivate conversa- 
tion with him, We walked out about 25 or 30 vards from the store to 
the stock scales, We set down in the shade of the scales. And Mr, 
Neff spoke something about "Did May come down with me", That part 
of the conversation took place as we walked out there, T seid to him: 
"NO, she toid me to tell you whenever vou were willing to treat her 
right to come after her," Then the conversation come up about the dif- 
f erence betwixt Willie and Mary in reference to the treatment and 


Staying with her, in that conversation there was spoken of about the 
the difficulty they got in about some irons, and Willie said he acted 


a little hasty in way hutreated her about the irons, and that he ought 


to have let her used them and when she sent them home told her he did ° 





aos 


not want her to borrow any more, I said to him: "That it had always 
peen the custom at our house to borrow or jJend such things as belonged 
to the women folks", and he said ie did not want her £0 borrow’ J 
said: "TI don't suvpose she thoughtanything wrong in going and getting 
the irons without saying anything to you about it," Then T believe 
about the next thing that .ceme up in reference to the treatment was 
On 

12 re fence to him telling her that he had arrangements for some women 
to meet him at the store, He admitted that he done wrong in doing 
that, I then said: "In-reference with her, you ought to dtey at the 


house wither, and have your own bed room" He just repled to me: "TJ 


{\ 
am afraid to stay at the house on geceunt | Oy Hae keys, “he slept up in 


the store-houce loft for the pretection of his keys", J said :"Willie 
that is not reasonable, you leave your keys with Mary when you go off", 
Then he said: "My capacities is such that IT can't stay where a woman 
ist. T believe that is all the language used that I remember, 

Then at or about the first of September, at Mrs, Fitts’ sale T 
named it to Willie in relation of Mary something anout her furniture, 
hegaernO; Aim WMary told me that if you are not aiming to reconcile 
Chat Matter, eri wich Todds it, She. would Jike to Weave her 
told me'to tell her that if she wm ted them to send me down there and 
get the things, said I knéw what +»shé, had there and he wanted her, te 
heve everything she hed tneré, and If he was net; there to teil has 


clerk to let me have the things 


, cnet ne’ had the. Keys, T 3,10 :aawaa 
"Now, Willie, if you desire orwant to reconcilé this matter between 
you and Mary, you are w1.come to come to my house", That ended that 
conversation, 

Now I think--my best recollectionis--it was about the first week 
in October following, I started down after Mary's things, and J went 
on down to Mr, Stewart Neff's, and J Saw Willie's horse hitched up 
there, and called and Mrs, Neff came to the door, and I asked hevif 
Willie Nefil wae there, and shersaid he was, and I then told her e 


tell him to come to the door, He came to the door and T told him I 


et 


s 


hed started down to weer place, end he said he had stopped there to 
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warm his feet and that °s soon as he warmed his feet he was going 
down, I told him if he was going, I would wait a VOttle wlth .On Arm, 
and did wait some ten or fifteen minutes, He came out and got on his 
horse and we started off down towards his store, and a little peece 
from the house, and I told him that Mary had sent me down and told 

me to tell him if he did not aim to reconcile that matter or Want, 0 
that she wanted her things, and told him that T had 

on the road, and he said that T could go on down there and get them, 
We rode on down and talked something about the difference between him 
and Mary, I don't remember what all was said, but he said he regretted 
very much what had hacpened, We rode on and talked about other matters 
Then there was nothing more said until after we got down the his piace 
and I had loaded her things, that is, in regand to the difficulties 
betwwen them, After I had gotten the stuff loaded and was ready to 
staré; 1 told Willie that if he wanted to reconcile this matter, you 

Cy 
are wicome to come tormy house at any time, I will give you an invitat inx, 
to come at any time, 

Q,--Are these all the acts that you ever dad towards effecting 
a reconciliation between these parties? 

A,--Yes, up to the time the suit was brought, 

Q@,--Did you never at any time tell Mr, Veff or tell Mary that 
they were acting foolishly, and that they should reconcilé their dif- 
ferences, and get back togehter, or say anything else to them of like 
import? 

Obj, --The foregoing question is objected to, because immaterial, 


* 7 e L a « 4 
nothine that this witness may have failed to do towards bring about 


a reconciliation can in ny way affect the rights of the parties to 


this suit, And further because it was not WDp aut y of Mr, Munsey to 


Bllege foolishness on the part either or Mr, or Mrs,Neff, 
J.» Gry Bae vand Ro ay: Penningten fer Neferd nth 
A,--I don't recollect that ever I used any such language as that, 


But I have tord both Of them that they @ught to recencile their dif- 


ferences, 
Q,--When did you tell Mr, Neff that they ought to reconcile their 





differences? 

A, --Why, during these conversations, 

~-~-Which one of these conversations? 
A,--I think IT named it in every conversation, 
Q.--Then why did you not fell in answer to the question propounded 
uta 
to you a little while ago when T asked ea you hed done towards 
effecting a reconciliation that you had told these parties that they 
ought to be reconciled +0 each other? 
A,--The way I understood the question I thought vou wanted to know 
what I had done at the direction of Mary, --not what I, Myselt head. saia, 
Q.--Didn't you understand this question, which JT propounded to 
you a little while ago, "During the time thev have been separated , 
have you done any act to effect or bring about a reconciliation be- 
tween them?" to which vou answered res, six," 

A, -=NO Bir, tated not understand it that 
rather in the sense of my acting rather as th 

Q.--Did the question which I asked you say one single word about 
agency? 

Obj, --The foreg ing question is objected tO, because the question 
is written in the deposition and shows for itself what the wording o# 
it was, and it is not imcumbert upon the Witness to quote the tee 
tion, or any part thereof, in his answer, 

J, OG, N6e@el and hk, bh, ennington for defendant, 

A,--No sir, it did not say anything about acency, 

Q. ~~ What word or expression was used in thet question that suggzestéw 
to vour mind"agency" in the matter? 

A,--That is the way I understood it, JI understood the question 
tO mean what IT had done at her direction. 


‘ate Tea 


Q.--Was there any word used in that question that suzsested agency, 


pugr i> you say there was, point it out, tell whet word it was? 


A,--There was no particular word, but that was the way I under- 


stood, it, |, yy. 4 
I thought you had reference to th- conversations I spoke 


of in my deposition on yesterday, 





ior 


Y 


Q, --In all thse conversations, to which vou testify as having been 


had by you with Mr, Neff, were you acting as the agent ofM rs, Neff? 
And was ell you said to him, as her agent, or was part of it vour own 
individual acts «for yourself? 

Obj,--The foregoing auestion is objected to as a part of the 
cross-examination of this witness, because it is nowhere stated in hig 
examination in Chief thet he had ever been authorized by Mrs,Neff to 

ct as her agent with power to bind her; and further because as £0 


whether one is an agent such question is a matter of law, and the wit- 
i. F e& ; 
ness ought to have been asked first whether he had had agreemnt with 


refenence to acting as her sgent and 3s statement of what that agree- 


Lyte 
memt, soe at the court might know as a matter of law whether he was 


> 
an agent, technically speaking, or not an agent, 


yo, ba, Pennington, for deferdants, 


A,--Part of it was my individual acts, 


Q,--Please state what part of it was vour individual acts? 


A. --Well: the first part ef at, ‘that is, when T had the converga- 
tion with him the dey he left her at my houses; and the conversation 
at the stock scales as to how they were living and getting along, Af- 
ter I told him et Mrs. Pitts! sale what she told me to tel] him, then 
I invited him to come to my house, and that he was welcome to come, 
After I got the things loaded-the last conversation T had with him-- 
I told him to come up, 

Q.--Was e211 the balance, except what, you have just embodied in 

asi answer,done and said by you as her agent, or by her authority? 

A, -~-Yes sir, 

Q.--Now, is everything which vou did and said to Mr. 


detailed by you in answer to questions above, all you ever did 


her agent prior to the time of the institution of 


A, --Yes RIGS thats a7 = remember, I think that is all T ever 


~<* 


done, 


Q. --Have you detailed in your answers to former question: 


thet you ever did upon your own responsibility towards effecting a 





7 
reconciliation between them? T mean before the institution of this 
Suit? 


--That is ali I. did on Willie's part; I talked to Mary about 


--Since the institution of the suit , have you not been acting 
agent and assistant of your daughter, Mrs; Neff, ? 
A,--Well, I reckon you might say I have; TI have been assist- 
in getting counsel end so on, 
--Has net the principal 6bject of. yourself. and Mrs, Nef? been, 
ee 1 MSti tation of LS 18uit; C6 extract money from Mr, Neff? 
--NoO siY, 


~-And for that purpose, at the beginning of this enit,,did vou 


not make and file an affidavit stating Mr. WNeff's worth 


1, ©F pESperty 


tO be worth, over $3000, 00, and that he had an income amount to over 
six hundred dollars, or words to that effect? 
b 


Obj, --The forego ng question is objected to so dar as it per- 


tains to the affidav; because the sa: igs in writing, and one of the 


papers in this suit, and shows upon its face what it 2S, e150 7t. pase ke 


best evidence of what it contains ? 


RR ermuenglow fe AK - 


Q.--Then what was its purpos , if not to get money from him? 


A,--No sir, I did not, 


Obj, --The witness has been asked if (pe Ree HBR IPE has 

not been to extract money from Mr. Neff, The witness has answered 
that was not his object, And the foregoing 
Misleading Esa” Vaety liable to be misunderstood bv thé Witness, ft. ia 
certainly true, as shown by the proceedings in the case, that the ob- 
ject of the affidavit and the motion made upon that affidavot, was to 
require the plaintiff in this case to furnish his wife, money with 
Which to pay attorneys, in other words suit money, 

Ri, Penningten, for deft, 


A,--The porpose was that she should have suit money, 


4 
Q.--Why did vou make, in that affidavet, the ¥W@lue of his prop- 


oh 


erty so much, and the amouht of his income so large if the only object 


was to get money with which to carry on her SQit, 





=O% 
a 
foregoing question is objected,becsuse 
sumed thet the witness, in making the affidavit referred to, stated 
the facts with reference to the value of the plaintiff's propertky, 
as he understood them; and the question is: further objected bo be- 
cause counsel for the plaintiff has assumed inferentially that 
ExHEEX the witness Isms made a false affidavit, 
R, by Pammiteten;, tor Geft, 

A,--I just made that affidavit upon inform 

Q,--From whom did you obtain the information f Mr, Neff had 
income of $600, 00°? 

A. 2. we ge with M ennington, who said he had had some 
pusiness with. and he haid he thought his income was probably six 
dred dollars, When Mr, Neff and myself Wonka heve conversations about 
his business, he would claim that his income was about the same, My 
information was that he had three and one-half shares in his father's 
land, which is worth something like $2000,00, and that he had the 

and paid for, I am well acaquéinted with the land and consider %2000)0 
a. reasonable vrice for ih, Ti kecdetoateormation that he had e@ store 
worth from $1000, 00 to $7500, 00 eiders, and that he claimed it was 
paid for, 
Q,--When and where did W, FR, Neff tell vou that his income was 


.--He told me when he was doing business down at Douglas, at his 


there, This was after he was married, 


--Who informed. you that Mr, Neff's land was 211g paid for? 


= 


--lir, Pennington there said he wv loing business for him and that 
cliamed his land was paid for, 
--Who informed you that Mr, Neff's stock of goods were paid for, 
that he climed they were peid for? 

BCC. Blankenship ,. Sr, 


Q.--When and where did Mr, Rlankenship give you 


mation? 


A,--About Last October or first of November, 


brought2, 





Q, -~KKenuxanit Where ?stx 
A,--iIn the town of Jonesvelle, 
Q.--Did you make any efforts to find out whether Mr. Neff owed 


anything, or not? If you state you did, tell what effert vou made, 


? 3 


and with whom? 
particularly only talking in reference to his prop- 
erty and its being paid for, I only asked Mr, Rlankenship about 


the matter, end he said Mr, Neff had gotten him to stand in the store 


there a\few days, and that he told him his goods were ail paid for, 


Q.--At your house, on the 13th day of August 


LOI state if Mre 


3 
Neff based her refusal to return home with Mr, Neff on anvhbother grounds 


fe 


than with reference to the milking of the cow, and his refusal to stay 
eo’ The keuse with. her at 
A,--The milking of the Wwas not in the question of her returning 


ASOD 
Her refusal in reiletion. to stayin 


& at the house alone and the resvect 
he treated her in personal matters, 

Q.--Wheat was her complaint there on that day to him of his person- 
al treatment? Please give the exact language which vour daughter 
WREBSKHSSBERES used when s de the complaint of personal treatment? 

A,--I think she used this language "When he would stay with her 
and quit talking about her, ink wtvis all she said to hum.° @nd 
then he said to her "T have got that boy to stay with you!', 

Q.--Did she charge him with anv particular thing that he had said 
about her? If 

Ay =“NO SSP, Shéu did not, 

Q,--Did not Mr, Neff provose to Mar: mM thar Occasion thatthe 
would leave the horse for her to come home on? 

AL=-N@ 81%) ne did not propese.it te Mery, 

Q.--You state in your directexamination that vou said to Willie 
"No, if you go, take the horse rth you, and if Mary wants to come 
in the morning when I come after the 7OW, I will bring her," WNext 
morning when you started after the cow, did She want fo ¢o or not? 

A,--No, she never said nothing to me about Boing, 


Q. --Did 4 say anvthing 
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A, --I don't know that I said anything to her about going: I 


asked her what s} wated ¢ Oo avpout it, ; 


f 4 f : ‘ ; yA 4 i 
2 ie44 Ui Aw Wy 


conversations which you and ijr, SOS had, (Ori or 


. did he not tell you that ay: re- 


a Wite t0 him, and that he could not 


with her unless she would be, or any words tofthat 


Obj.--The foregoing question, and any answer thereto, is objected 
to unless said in the presence Of Mrs.Neff, because only sertf-serving 
On The pax Olay ert, ead could net affect the rights of tie de- 
fendmt in this case unless brought home to her, and she admitted the 


truthfinuiness of the charge, er undess the svecific conversation, xm tw 
which said language was used is specificall meh Outs 
vu, GC, Nee, 


A,--No sir, he never, 


$ 
Q.-“Did xe ive @s One of the reasons for 
house that she would be @ wife to him? 


Ans, --lNo sir, 


Q,--Did he not in some of those CONVErS@AtiOns, intimate that te 


A, -~Probably he might i: afence to children; T don't know 
Whether he meant it that way or not, 
Q.--Ssince the institateon of, this suit and since the. plaintiff 
together with his counsel and the defendant's counsel have been 
to effect @ reconciliation between Mr, Neff and his wife, have 
opposed a reconciliation? 
Objected to because immeterial, 


KR, LL. Pennington, 


A,--No sir, 


7 


Q.--On One occasion, in the law office of C,T, Duncan here in 


Jonesville, in the presence of B,H, Sewell, Geo,Cridlin, R, lb, Pennington 


VET. 


WK, Netf and myself, did you no ate that if they did go back together 
and shuld thereafter part that you would not take her back to vour 


house to dwell, or words to that effect? 


i;-=I seid that on that- occas ne t 
he RE Teh On taat Occee1on, and h&é refernce that .atftet kee 


—- 


heard of slanderous reports that he hed talked about her and that 
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I told her , if she went back under them reports and they disagreed 


She could not come back home with me, and T said "TI don't aim to Sive 


you anything under them circumstaness!. 


Q.--And did vou »ot say in the same conversation and in presence 


of the same parties that if Mary went back to him, she would go on her 


own responsibility and without vour consent, or words to that effect? 


A,--I said if she went back she wowd SO On her own resvonsibil- 


ity and without my advice, You urged me to zive mv consent, and T told 


I could not do it under those circumstances, 


woh id gd 


Afterwards she urged 


9 back, end I told her if she wated tc 


She eould do 


and I would treat her the same as T had always done, And she an- 


swered Mr, Neff's request to come and see her,and he came 


@ 


Q,--You say in answer to the question last propounded that she 
urged to go back to Mr, Neff. Then what prevented her going? 
m oFa SOULE “Bet. tebl you.) 62, I did not hear anv conversation 


between her and Mr, VWeff, 


Obj, --Ali matters referred to by the witness, OF LAG eas, Of sian, 
attorney by the eae a with reference to any matter of settlement 
of this suit after the same was instituted are each objected to as 
incompetent and inadmissible, 


R, L, Pennington, for @aft 


*? 


Q.--You state in answer to a question, or rather two questions 
propounded fo you 8s little while aSO, KREXEXKRE that he probably might 
have said something in reference to children. Now viease state what 

he said in reference to children in connection with his Wife, 


A,--Tn the conversation in which he told me that. she was not the 


> J 


women he wanted, he @l1s060 said: " Fwant chiidren, end she don't want ary 


‘Dan Ball had just such a women, and he went off and got a divorce, 


and came back and married and is now raising a family and living happy", 


fime he ever said, or intimated to vou that 


ary would not be a wife to him? 


A, --Yes Sir, 1t is the only time he ever intimsted it tO me 


Q.--iW answer to another question which T provounded to vou a 


Little while 2aS0, you said something sbout something vou had gaia or dor 


i 





ae dae 


4 


after vou hed heard kek some slanderous reports that he (Neff) 


head talked ebout her,(meaning his wife,} What were those slanderous Repos 


A.--At January court IT was here, and me and Judge Duncan had a 


b | 
little talk about a reconciliation, and I told him T was willing; and 
that evening as I went on home I got information of these slanderous 
reports, I went to see the persong that T got information knew the 
reports, and asked him if Willie Neff had any conversation to him con- 
cerning his wife, and he said that he had, said that Willie Neff called 
there at his house and said we had not treated him right, and his wife 
had not treated him right, and that she was no more to him than any 
other man, The man told me that Neff had said to him that she would 
stars be a wife and that he just had to use his fist or he would die, 


4 


: ow * e 
Q,-=Didn't you on tht day, in my office, that we have been talking 


about, did not Mr, Neff solemnly deplare in the presence of all the 
persons that IT have named thet he never had used any such language, 
as any part of that above by you, 

Q,--My recollection is this: Judge Duncan says: "Will, did you have 
the conversation?" Mr, Neff answered: " If IT did, I don't recollect it? 
I think that is the language used, 

Q,.--Why Mr, Munsey, don't you remember that he told vou and all 

positively that he never hee ua any such language, and don't 
you remember that Mr, Pennigton, who was representing vour daughter on 
that 1sion, told you that you ought to be satisfied with Mr, Neff's 
@enial, and take it an preferecne to fhe gossip or ‘talk of a negre? 

A.-- I can't say that he said it positively, T think he said 

that he has no recollection of having any such talk, My recollection 
is that Judge Duncan said that he did not believe it, and that there 
had been @ heap told on Willie that he did not believe was true, and 
Mr, Penning! on replied that he thought there had veen 2 hean told on 
Willie that was not true, and that he did nodbplieve it. I think this 


we the way T reeoilect iT, 


Q,--Was vour informant a white man or 
A, --A white man, It was Dr, McNiel, 





an Din? 

I mean it was Dr.McNiel who first gave me information of the 
revort, It was a colored man that told me the language, 

Q.--Since last November, has not Wn, H, Neff made every effort that 


lable person ought to expect to secure a reconciliation with 


A,--Well, through his counsel it seems that | as, but in person 
are not that way, Some time in last November she received 
requesting to reconcile this matter, if I understand the 
T was present, that is, they come and told me there was a 

letter broveht by Mr, Smith and Mr, Bly, Mary brought the letter to 
me.at the barn, T looked at the letter, and went down fo the house 
where Mr, Ely and Mr, Smith was, and toid them that Marv had received 
@ letter from Will, and that letter requested he sive him an an- 
swer by the bearer, I told them that Willie had brought suit against 
her and she would have to answer him through her counsel, and that she 
would give him an answer at & promer, time, I did ‘not think he acted 
with sincerity when ‘come there; his acts seemed to me-that he was only 
an advantage of her, He came there in person, but 7—T did not 
think®j nes oleasant manne T havvened to pe out in the vard and 
ey came up towards the house, TIT met 
them, and invited them in the sitting room where the family stayed, 
My daughter went to go in another room on some business, 
making any request to have anything to say to her or telling her his 
business he jumped up and started to follow her, She went on in the 
room and come back out another way, T then got uv and went to kindle 
2 fire in the-other room, at ted ttt He Mery in the 
was gO0ing to make the five if they wanted to have a private c onver- 


sation, '° Willie, pe ames my wife in the room where we were 
v an GAGRIV OUR Roca WhiAt of urge 


sitting~-Mr, tlyy and a Burk boyly had gone oute-and after a liftle time 


I heard Willie! @b' thé perch, .Wiliié, says: “Mr Ely, 7 am ready fe go if 


you are, I got up and opened the door, and just as T stepved out in “i 


the porch and Mr, Ely right after me , Willie turned round and says: 
"Marv, gO home with irned off the pore h and started off, 


i -ceéiiéa to him ene 6atd ‘To Wallie: "Sins is net the time. te £0'",1she 





-35- 
up to town with you, and her counsel and your counsel can 

reconcile this matter and get the case ovt of court, and then will -be 
the time for her to go home with you", He then turned back and says: 
"This is my suit, and I can take it out of court whenever TI want to", 
I then said to him: "That would throw all the slur on her character, 
to dismess the suit that way, and if you want to reconcile this matter 
I will take her to town and the lawyers can get un an agreement and 

etilement of the matter and reconcile it", and the conversation ended 
at that, and he went off, 


He came back in probably two or three weeks, On Sunday--the first 


visit was on Thursday--and may be this was the Suddayv week after Theat. 
He end Mary had private conversation pretty much all that day, sitting 
and talking fo themselves, Along in the ewening, I went into the room 


$0 make them a fire, and they had some conversation in mv presence 


about his affairs such as a house, store “ec, , and where they should 


go to if they should become reconciled, He savs to her: "JT an £Oing 


over to John Agee's to-night and will be back in the morning for an 
answer, make up your: mind, * came beck next morning and Mrs, Burchett 
came about the same time he did. and we were al} sitting around the 


b 


fire, and Willie opened up @ conversation with Mrs Burchett, and 


asked her if.she had any girls about grown, and she told him-she AR 
and he then asked her if the boys come £0 see them any, and she replied 

she could not give uv her Sitlés, that they were too young vet, 

He said to her that she might have to, She then said to him that she 
would hate to have to give up one Of her girls and know she had been 
treated as some others had been treated, That ovened up a converga- 
Sween Mrs, Burchett and Willie mrelation to him and his wife. 

to Willie: "Why havn't you come back after Mary before now?! 

And he replied! "Mr, Munsey was to bring her to me whenever she wanted 

tO -come*,. I then said; "Willie, I told you if she wanted to come down 


in the morning when IT came afte; 1 » 1 would bring he? "ane 7 


went down and told you thst she said whenever vou were ready to treat 


her right you could come after her," Willie says: "T have never mis- 


treated her", My wife spoke up then and seid "Willie, I think you 





Lode 
did when you pushed her out of the store ‘ouse and locked her out, 
What did vou think would bedome of her", 2 says: 'T knew she would 
zo the the house", Mary then spoke up and says: "T can do different 
and so can you, and live a different life to what We 1G A Willie 
ays: " thave got my ways and you can't change them,"yxuuxzan Then she 
said again: "You can do different,and so can I", He then says: "You 
heave got ways I don't like, and I have got ways that vou don’t. Tike*, 
s 


The conversetion stopped: there and he got up and put on his. overshoes 


\ , 5. " 7 
and walked outinto the poreR, and Mary walked to the door or probably 
\ 


on the porch and they hed some conversation there together and he reachdg 


dro Daud 


to her and aie "rood bye", She wonld not give him her hand 
£ 


, and he 


A 
. ? \' ft if ats 
repeated the offer of his hand and says good-bye three or four times, 


He then turned and went out of the worch and went off, never saying 
good-bye to any of the family at ald, 


XOx¥+NUXKKRKXRXKEK 
Obj,--So much of the foregoing answer as giv she witnesses' opin- 


ion of what he thought sbout Mr, Neff's since y is objected to as 
being both imnaterial and inadmissible, 
GC.) Ty Muntem teroeiaintiatt. 

Q.--In the beginning Of vour answer to the foregoing question, 
you state that kke you think Mr, Neff's counsel did every thing that 
they could to.bring about @ reconciliation between Mr, Neff and his 
wife, Now please state if they did anything at all in the matter that 
did not heave Mr, Neff's sanction and to which his name was not signed? 

A,--I don't know that there was, 

Q.--Now, on that fi sit, did Mr, Neff have any private con- 
vyersation With his’ wit 

A,--I did not hear any conversation, but they were standing out 
privately on the porch vy themselves, 

Q.--How long were they out there privately together? 

A, --I could n ah JT did not see when they went out there, q 


wide sey “that It was « a beit ¢ three-quarters of an hour from the 


e 


0 
wine T Went VO Divilid the firey tali I keard him cell to Mr} Bly thet 


he was ready 





Q,--Has not 


S shave 


a demand in some 
A.--She has never meade 
que¢ ed him in case that he 


her, it being his 


maintenance, 


% 


not 


for her 
make 


Q,--Did she 


in which 
tract 


they 


should afterwards 


that 


the written 


1 
Deat “a2 


which 


Or by her counsel, 


is thet it was 


cy 


a memora 


able 


ta aking 


The further 


pe 


morning at 9 o'clock, 


Met - pursuant, to 


Jonesville, Virginia, 


Present 


Gun vuoan oan 
"OF 


The further cros 


Mary mede,as 


er other 


that 


thre 


she made a demand of $T 


par 


Por, ifSe2 tT." but oar 
but on 
Provosit 


ndum embodying 


adjounnment at the office of fT, 


peer. U, Pennington , 


pre-requisite of anv reconciliation, 


for menéey, ar a promise to pay money? 
anvidemand for money, She tmmaned re- 


should refuse to live with her and desert 


¢ 


ehould allow her an annual allowance 


he 


demand in the share of @ written con- 


pv, 


annum in the event that 


OO ner 


t through the fault of Mr. Nett, and that 


Operty? 


deposito 


proposition, as’ exhibit "A® with my 
not say whether iff was made by her 
thinking over the mattr my best imvression 
ion presented by Mr, Pennington, 7h was preb- 


ofan 


wishe@ of ¢t defendae t, 


the he 


deposition is adjourned until to-morrow 


Of 7, lua's 


t the same place, 
A: a 


es 
i 


YY 


Commissioner, in Chy, 


a) Pa Aelehiang! 


On the J8th day Of IRS, ~L9OS, 


counsel for 


ae 7 Geo..P.Cridlin, m® counsel 
plai 


Vunsey is 


S-examination of the 


deferred for the present: 





Baceh, anether wi Ss being fi , Guly sworn, devoses 


Q.1.--State your age, residence and occupation ? 


A,--I am 30 vears f ag reside near Ann, Lee County, Virginia, 


and am a farmer, 


Q.--How long have you been acquainted with WE, Neff and his wife? 


A,--I have known Mr, Nef* a long, but never knew his wife till 
after they were married, 


~--Did you hear of the sevaration of Mr. Weft l his wife. sone- 
WA wf D) 


thing near four years ago? 
A,--I heard of the separation at ; the time that it occurred, 
but don't remember how long ago it 


a.) 


-Q,--Shortly after you hear of said separation, did you have a 


talk with Mr, Neff about the matter; and if you answer vou did, state 


whether or not he said avything ebout living with his wife any more , 
adin making vou statement use as nearly as you can the Lance which 
Vir Neff used toyou? 

A,--We have had conversations at differant times since their sep- 

{ gues two or three weeks, or may be longer, after the 
separation, he said :"T won't sey that I never will live with her 
any more, but T won't unless my mind changes," He went on to say 
that his father had taught hima lesson alone thet line, or in substance 
to thet effect, that his father said "That he never would have a certain 
Doctor to attend his family anv more, and on that very night his mother 
&0t sick and had to call that Doctor to see her thet night", and tket 
had learned him not to say he wouldn't do anything, is is as neat as 
ican teil what he said about 
CROSS-EXAMTNAT O} : 

Q.1.--Did this conversation occur after or before Mr, Munsey came 
after Mrs, Neff's things? 

A,--I don't remember, 

~-Whet led up to this conversation between vou and Mr, Neff? 


LL 


~-I don't know; I was there at the store e good deal, and he 





and I talked a good deal, ) say just what brought up the con- 
VeTs@tion, 

Q2.--By way of refreshing vour Memory, was he not telling vou 
abount going up home with her On that Sunday and her refusal to ra- 
turn with him, and that he had to lead the horse home &C,? And was i¢ 
not in that connection that he stated that his mind wovid have to 
change if he lived with her again? 

A,--I would not say for certain, but it bears on my hind teat. i 
was--I think it was, 

Q.--And in the same ec onversation did he not tell you thet. ske 
refused to be a wife to him? 


A,--He told me that different times; IT could not say whether it 


od 


W2S5 in that conversation or not. 


@xxx And further witness aith "OF BP 
/ aay | ie Oe 


: tg) 
yee 
J. H.W, Sadler, another witness being first duly sworn, deposes 
as follows: 
your age, residence and present official vosition in 
Lee County? 
A, --Am 73 years of age; reside on Wallens's ereex’,. in | tis county, 


near Van, P,.0,, and ama TarMey. by occupation, tT ama Justice of the 


--How long ha you known Wm,N, (commonly calied Dock) Burchett? 
--From the time he was a boy? 
--Are you ackhueinted with the people in the neighborhood where 
formerly lived? 
~=i om, 
Are you acquainted with the general reputation in that ne izh- 
borhood which said Rurehett has for truth and Yeracity? 


Talo ia tT) aoe SOmewaht? 


has it been bad? 





If 


neighborhood for several years, 
that he has in that neighborhod 
would you give him fuil faith and ecred’t on ath? 
A,--I would not, 
CROSS-LEXAAMINATTON 
Q.--How many persons have you ever hesrd spwak of Dock Burchett 
for truth and veracity? 
Pio Gare. 4:.6 Le Raat Ts juest: ti answer, I have heard 
several persons speak of his 
Q,--Who were they? 
A,~--I don't recollect sir. Be esiene didn't make a 
Bote, Of xT, 
Q, --Don't you recollect a single person whom you have heard speak 
of his being a liar? 
Ag==Lees 2" Fecollect. One, T heard my son John 8, 
he believed he would swear a lie 


Q.--Is that a11 the one 1af you can name? 


tol don't know whether TI ean or not, J might name some, but 
mheht be mistaken, There about the store I have heard ittalked a 
g00d deal, and heve heard him spoken of as the boss 
used there as a synomim for Liar, 
Q.--When did you hear vour son, JOhnHenry say he would not believe 
Dock on oath? 
A,=-1 heard him say so last night, 
Q,--What was the occasion of his peaking of it last ni pKt . 
A,--He had read over Dock's depositi and he said from the 
reading of the deposition, that he believed that Dock has sworn 2 lie, 
Q, --He told you this after he hed been a witness and had testi- 
fied that Dock's reputation was bed, did he not, 
A,=-Yes, We hed besn a witmess here, but I don't know what he 


ified 


Q.--How many peovle is there that lives in the neighborhood where 


toe Secs ee ty ee ae | .n 6 
you and Dock Burghett lived, taking 2 redius eround of three miles: 





IY 


A,--Weli sir, 7 can't tell you unless I could take some time and 
study about the matter, but I would suppose that there at least fifty 
persons in @ radius of three miles, may be, more than that, 

Q.--And yet out of fifty or more in’ that neighborhood, your son 
JOhn Henry is the only one that vou can now neme that you ever heard 
speak of Dock Rurchett's reputat‘on for truth and veracity? 

A,~-Well, now here, I want to explain that, He is all the one 
that IT can recollect and designate distinctly, but IT have heard several 
speak, but Iam not positive just who, 


And further witness saith not. 


Wit,claims one day 


Wm, B, Short, another witness being duly sworn, Geposes é follows: 


Q.--State your age, residence and occupation? 


A,--I am 38 vears of aeé, reside near hongfield, in Tee county, 


Niet 


Virzinia, and ama farmer, and am eae C 


° > 


Q.--Are you acquainted with Wm. N mmoniy called Dock) Rur- 
Chett, and with the pvneovle of the neighborhood in which he formerly 
resided? 


A, --]I am, 


Q:--Are you acquainted with the general revutation of the said 


Ze 1 
Purchett among those people in tha‘ neighborhood? for truth and veracit# 

A, --T em, 
~-fs that reputation good or 


--Tt is not sood. 
--Judgzing him by that reputation, would you give him full faith 
and creit on oath? 
--lfO sir, 
CROSS-EXAMINATION, 
Q.--Who have you heard discuss the renutetion of Dock Burchett 


ror truth and veracity? 


A, --Ed Burchett and Will Burchett and Tap Rarrett Bnd 


4 


me now, 





ef) () 


Q.--When did you hear these parties discuss his character for 
truth and veracity? 

A,--I have heard them talk about him for the last four or five 
or six years, 


occasion, or what gave rise to Hd, Burchett 


+f (TOF 


reputation for truth five or six years ago? 
A,--He swore a lie ageinst me,and me and the Burchett boys were 
talking about it, 
Q.--When did he swear that lie against you? 
A,--It has been about fen years 
--In what case or trial was that that heswore a lie against vou, 
A,--When I came to this country, I had had some trouble back in 
EEuMRKentucky, He betrayed me, and got afraid that 7 would do something 
or other to him, J reckon, and swore that I shot at him on a certain 
day and got a warrant and put it in the hands of these Rurchett boys, 
and that is how come us to have a conversation about Chis, 1 8They said 
they had found out that he had told a lie, ang told-him they would. beat 
death if he ever done such a thing again, is about what they 
told me, 
Q.--Since Dock betrayed you, @s stated above bv you, you have not 
liked him very well have you? 
A,--lNo, I have not liked him much since, but can forgive him f 


his Ged can. , 


Mixxx RE-Hxamination, 


Q.--Does the fact that vou have not liked Dock Rurchett very well 
influence you in the least in the testimony you heave been Siving in 
this case? 

A, --No sir, 


And further witness 


| Aocy ae 





ay ee 
M. G, Slagle, another witness, being firs! duyy sworn, deposes as 
follows: 
Ques,- State you age, residence and oceuration? 
A.,--I am 30 years of age; live in Rocky Station, in Lee County, 
Virginia; and ama farmer, 
--State whether or not you are acquainted with 
-~-Yes, J am acquainted with hin, 
--At the Jonesville camp-ground last, vear, about the last of 


oe - 


August or first of September, state whether or not you saw Mr, Neff 
with some young women, at or near the spring; and if you state that 
you did, state whether or not he purchased anything from a pediar and 
gave to either of the young women? 

Obj.--The forego ng auestion and anv answer thereto is objected 


to.(1) because it is irrelevant. and immaterial, (2 ) because the trans- 


2 
action of the buying of said bracelet was admitted by Mr, Neff, and 
fully explained by him. to Mrs,Neff, her attorney, and her father and 
agentand by D,S, Rly, showing that said transaction was perfectly inno- 


cent and a matter of accommodetion to the two young ladies, and the 


3 
only tendency of this question and the answer to it will be to cast 2 
reflection upon two young ledies in no way connected with this suit, 
and will call upon them for an explanation of the Occurrence, 

iy it, Duncen ew, Ay vewell, Ter.aert, 

A. --I saw Mr, Neff there at the camv-ground with some voung ladies 
in fact a crowd of peovle--I did not know the young ladies, T did not 
see him come there with fhem or go off with them, There were some 
padiars, and Mr, Neff and the two young ladies were looking at some 
bracelets and over the goods, They bought some bracelets 


and Wh) 


b 4 


and the girl were trying fo put on one and broke it, and when they broke 


that one, the pedlar got up and said he could put it on ard he did put 


one on, Wiil handed the vediar the money for the bracelet, 


Q --State whe ther or not the young women, or either of them, was 


8 


as convenient to the pedlar as to Myr, Nefi, for the purpose of paying 
for the bracelet? 


od 


A,~--I think they were, Mr, Neff and thergiris were all right. 





me 


alongs together in front of the pedlar and near to him and his -oo0ds 


> ~ ¢@ 


CROSS-EXAMIMATTION, 


Q.--Do you remember, Mr, how many bracelets, or pairs 
of bracelets, Mr, Neff bought on occasion? 


A,--No, I don't remember, 


Q.--You state that there was a crowd o0* people there, Was it 


Mali crowd, or was it a pretty large: one? 


A,--There was a right smert crowd gather aroung there, 


And 


further witness saith not, 


UL Chace bere ayo Sh 


OO 





Sa 

The deposition of J, J, Munsey, being resumed: 

Q,--Has the defendant, Mary Veff, ever made or submitted anv 
proposition of reconciliation to her husband, that has not been based 
upon, or accompanied by, some demand for monev, or money settlement; 
or has she ever signified, since the institution of this suit either 
by herself, through her counsel, or though you, that she would agree 
fo a reconciliation that was not based either on money, or an agree- 
ment to pay money in the futures If so, when and what was the proposi- 
tion? 

A.--I don't know that she ever has, 


Q,--Qn or about the last May term of the county court of this 


county, did not Mary Neff, either by herself, or through you acting 


for’ her, *direct ‘her atvorneys, or, some ef ‘them, To propose to Mr, Neti 
or his attorneys that if he (Neff) would pay her $350, 00 or 8300, 00, 
that she would withdraw her opposition and he could have a divorce, 
or words to that effect? 

Obj, --The foregoing question is objected to because the plaintiff's 
attorney assumes that Mrs,Neffi has taken the position of resisting @ 
divorce ; whereas the answer of Mrs, Neff inthis ‘case expresely says 

that: shéjis willing fer him te have. & divorcee’, and, expressly. prays, for 
@ divorce Merseil f, 
R, Ty. “Pennington, ter defht 

T don't think that ever I did, not that T have any recollection. 
I will state that Judge Penninston said something to me that Judge 
Dunean has been talking to him in reference to something of that kind, 
And I,told him J] could not give him and answer, but if they wanted to 
make any proposition of a compromise that I would go home and see Mery 
and see what she said about it, and come back the next day and see if 
they could make any compromise, 

Q.--When you came back next day, didn't vou have that proposition 
embodied in the question above submitted to Mr, Meff as the proposi- 
tion of your daughter, Mrs. Neff? 

AO, SLR Tl Ora T, 


Q,--And did you not receive in reply to that proposition, through 





i oe 
Mrs,.Neff's counsel, that Mr, Neff would pay her $300,900 to live with 
him as his wife? 

A,--I received it in this way from her counsel, that he had gone 
back on the proposition that vou ssid you advise, but he would pay her 
$300,900 to live with him, 1 went home and saw her, and she said she 
did not propose to sell herself to him for $300, 00, but if he wanted 
to reconcile that matter and give her insurance that ke if he did not 
live with her that he should allow her something for her maintenance, 
that she did not want his mone y, 


7 


Q, --How much of her bacon did you sell Mr, Neff when vou went to 
set her things as you have testified to heretofore ? 

A,--I do not krow how much by weight; I believe there were two 
pieces, probably one of them was cut On, 

Q. --How much did it come to? 

A,--I can't tell you, for I do not recoliect now, Nr, Neff weighed 
it and paid me in coffee, and weighed the coffee, There might have 
been Q@uxxky pounds of the bacon; I give that as a s ort of an estimate, 

Q.--On page 20 of your devosition in Chief and on vage °4 of vour 

ross-examination, you say that Mr, Neff said his carnal capacities 
was such that she could not stay where a woman was, Was that all 
he said about it? 

A, --He said that in reply to me in a conversation we had, * Twat 
is all he seid in that reply in that resvect, 

.-~- Now, is thas not what he said: "Mary would not be a wife to 
me, and MYXWASEXEKEXWEXKEXEERR I am not a wooden man, and T can not 
stay with a woman in the same room with her under tose Kind of @ire 
cumstances, or words to that effect. And did you not reply that vou 
would have nothing to do with his and his wife's little secrets, er 
words to that effect? 

A,--No sir, that is not what he said, and I did not make any suck 
reply. 


Q.--Where did that conversetion occur? 


A,--At the time we were sitting out there at the stock scales, 





Q,--I now show you copy of letter dated Feb, 2nd, 1905, , and 


proposition of compromise agreement dated the same day accompanying 
said latter, each filed with the deposition of B.S, Ely and marked "9!" , 
and ask you if you carried and delivered to Mrs, Neff the letter and 
compromise agreement, of which these are copies? 

A,--T did, 

Q,--In your statement a few minutes ago that Judge Pennington 
said that T had been talking to him and suggested a provesition con- 
tained in the question which JT had rnopounded you or words to that 
effect, Now are you not mistaken as to what Judge Pe nington told you? 
Did he not tell you that he had submitted that proposition to me, and 
thet} 1 -woule eubnit Tt: toikry Netrt 

A.+~-I don't think it was that way, I think he said him and Judge 
Duncan had been talking in reference to that, and he said that Judge 
Duncan said he would advise Willie to do that, and he asked me if 7 
thought Mary would do it, and Txetold him:T covld not tell, 

Q,--What did she say when you submitted the proposition? 

A, --She told me to come up here and for me and her counsel, to act 
for her, and that whetever we did she would agree to, 

RE-DIRECT-EXAMTMNATT ON, 

Q,--On page 43 of your deposition, you were asked if Mary Neff 
had ever submitted any provosition of Feconciliation to her husbend 
that was not accompanied with some demand for money,to which you re- 
plied :"I do not know that she ever has", Have not all these proposi- 
tions in reagrd to a provision for money been made upon the condition 
and collectable only in case of a future separation resulting from 
the fault of Mr, Neff? 

A,-- Yes sir, that is they way there were made, 


Q,--Has your daughter ary estate of her own? 


4 4 


A,--She has a little household goods and a little that T gave 
her, about $T40,00 in money, 

G-=pil you ealf en Nr. Neft: for yihe bacon referred to in\wour 
deposition or did Mr, Neff voluntarily bring it out to vou and ask you 


to’ take. ver 





a Neg eo 
Obj.--The foregoing wkyxekxkBe question is objected to because 
the witness has already given his version of the bacon matter and has 
fully exvlained the sme, 
oo T, oupesn fer. wir kr, 
--He voluntarily brought it out and asked me 


RE-CROSS—-EXAMINATION, 


--you called on him for all her property, did you not? 


-Well, then, did you call on him for oniv a 
S.earter 
--IT did not mention any part, just said to him that she wanted 
her things if he was not going to reconcile this matter, and that 
1941) sare to .him: 
Q.--Did you mean all her things, or just part? 
A,-~-I did not mean anything only just what he put out; T did 
Want anything myself of him, 
Q.--Did  skhe-teid vow te get’ Sher things or jus 
them? 
A,--She never told me, 
Q.--Well, then please state what she did teli vou, and what you 
told «Mr, ‘Nett, 
A,--She told me to go down and see if Willie would let her have 
er things if he was not willing to reconcile the matter she would like 
to have thm, I think I used the same words to hin, 
Q.--There is one question I forgot on cpyss-examination which T de- 
Sire to ask now, What was the Bee Of Mary Hy Nerf in 1899, and state 
about whet was her wéetERkt? 
A, --My recollection is now that she was 24, and her weight T 
would suppose was about 125 or 130 pounds, 


And further witre ss saith not, 





ayy 
Thos, 5, Ely, & witness, being first duly sworn, says: 


Q.--State your age, residence and occunation? 
A,--I am 66 years old, am a farmer, and reside about six miles 
west of Jonesville, 


Q. (-Are you acauainted with the lands owned by Jefferson Werf 
at his death, and which are now owned by WLE. Neff and H, C, Anderson 
and wife? 

A,--I am tolerablv well acauainted with the 
Q, --What is said land reasonably worth as a whole? 
Opj---The foresoing question is objected to because irrelevant 
and immaterial, and not in accordance with any known rule of evidence 
question, 
C,T, Duncan and R,H, Sewell and Gy) P, Cridiin,for Haft, 
A, --About $5000,00, T think, 
CROSS-EXAMIMATION , 

%. ~-Mr, Ely, do you know how many acres there are in the lands 
owned by Jefferson Neff at the time Of his death? 

A, --No SUD): tee. "h Oe 

Q,--DO you know how many heirs Jefferson Neff had? 

A,-~-I think he had Six, 

Q.--If the shares in said lands of the respective heirs have been 
Selling at $525.00 per sharey would you not regard thet as a better 
evidence of the marketabie value of the land than a mere estimate by 
& man who had no interest in it? 

Obj, --The foregoing auestion is Objected to because the witnees 
has not been told at what time and how long agO such sales were made 


at such price, and because the fact that land may have sold for the 


price stated is not evidence thet thet was all that it was worth, 


Rk. L. Pennington, for deft, 
A, --No sj think not, I had rather have a whole farm than a 


piece of a one, 


Q.--How close do you live f0 said tract of land? 


A,--I suppose not over a mile and a half, 
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fee 1 ot a 
Q.--Have you been over said tract of land since the death of Jeffer 
son Neff, and carefully examined it with a view of ascertaining its 


value? 


land very badly worn? 
vas under a very good state of improvement... the last 
noticed about it, 
--When were you over said tract of land last? 


--It has been something over a year since I was through the 


--How much of it did vov go over then? 
Apr=i Just Went ,througks it ) dad non 26 aa: over. tts yor 


pretty much all the cleared land thoug! by g0ing through it, 


Sit y 


And further witness saith not. 


Phe fnther taking of these devositions is adjourned wurtil to- 


morrow morning at 9 o'clock, and to the residence of Dr'W'N 'H+ 
Niel near Longfield, Lee County, Virginia. 


Chanery. 


pursuant to adjournment at the residence of Dr.W.N.McNiel 


~ 


onefield, in Lee County, Va., on the 19th of June, 1805. 


Commissioer in*chancery. 


PREGGO S” (Th LA Pern AGLOn. aplOrRey or Ger ; 


6.F Auer and 6. Sewer, for 





~_50= 
Kaes Ann Warren, another witne ping Lirst duly sworn, de- 
poses as follows: 
Q.--State vour age, residence, and occupation? 
AL. -—-T vam. fifty-etent. years of age, reside near hongiieid, an 
County, Virginia, end “am the wate of Larken Warren. 
Q.--Are vou acquainted with Wmn.E.Neff; and if so, 
you known him? 
-~-Yes sir, I am acquainted with in, heve Known him ever 
a babv. 
-—-Did vou ever have a conversation with him in reference 
1O- ATS  wilie,; and LT soi, ease state as near as you can about the 
t?me that it occurred and what was said? 
A.--Well, as well as I pemember now about it, Wille came to our 
Mis iundicter = hg 
house one naeht,; L icuess 1¢t .was,a enone antag they had sep- 
arated, and he and Johnnie, my son, were joking, and Willie told 
John that he could he his wife, said that she would not live with 
him, and said that she was .a lady, that he could recommend hem as a 
lady. 


Q.--Did vou or your son esk Mr. Neff wnether ornot he loved 


his wine; tend rT’ s state wat vow said to him and what ne replie” jd 


Ans.--Yes sir, I said to him, as we So. b ‘remember, “Lir he 


loved his wife, and he renlied, "Not anv better than any other woman". 
QXx*¥xX CROSS-RXAMINATION, 
Q.--Mrs.Warren, have you told ali that you remember 
said by Mr. Neff in tne oversation to wWhieh you refer? 


A.,--Yes Sir, a. that. Tt) remember, .<now. 


Q.--By way of refeshing vourmemory, I will ask vou if Mr.Neff 
aid fot tell -you,.in- the, same.conversation,, that his wife spit in Ads 
face? 

A,--I, believe, he: said that. To the best of my recollection, he 


heated: chat. 


Q.--I will now ask vou if Since he had that conversation with 





rs) 


if ne: did Not. write", &o vou and K ».% 60 fQ and see his wife and 
try ) eee ‘ n ck and liv bth hg that he loved ner 
dearly, 
ODj.--Fhe foregoing question and any answer 
such a letter would be only self-serving declarations, 
and therefore incompetent testimony for the plaintiff, unless. the 
witness shows that such letter and declarations made in said letter 


was brought home to the defendant was brought home to thendefendant 


Ria, Penni chem ror deft. 
.--As well’ as I remember, I never read the letter for I can't 
read, but I heard the letter read and as I remember it 
that he wanted to live with his wife, that he thought it 
that hneidearly Loved her... i his is what it 
reneb@rxthe time of this letter, but 1 s a good while 
RE-HXAMINATTON. 
9.--Did vou ever JE Ox ay anything to, Mrs.Neff about 


eontained in this letter? 


alth RO Gi. 


Wan evi 


Mrs AXBRAXASNES, another witness being first dulv sworn, de- 
follows: 
--State vour are PSIAen ces Srid your «ij 
~-~T am 64 vears 
husband 
Q.. ire'you acquaimted "with Wn.E.Neff, (and nis wife, Mary &. 
Neff; and if sc,how long have younkKnown therm ? 
AV--I am acquainted with Mrs. Neff, and have been ¢€ver. since 
her birth. I am acquainted with Mr.Neff, and have been since we move 
Gown here. He  was*thenea’ littie.vechap, May oe 


7 


Q.--Some time after he and his wife separated, did you have a 
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just walked back, and told 
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A.--No cne but My daugther 


CROSS-EXAMINATION, 
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onversation 
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Q.--State vour reecllection 


ted. We were all ther at pr 


just remember all thse conversation, 


aodout askines for Mary, and that 


but that he could not helé them 


bidet 


LT dh) AwOre hos 


way LO ¢o back. Then mother 


devosition, 


Cross- Nation, 


IX al 
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Mr, Neff which vou ao 


memory, I will ask aut: 
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ereat home, or mother's 


would net be’ sata aha eq 


A.--I have hear Mr, 
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two and seemed to be die 
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Virginia, 
Lee County,to wit: 

I,L.f.Hyatt, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court for 
Lee county, do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of W.B.Merriman 
Isaac Weston,Jonn H.Sadler,James f, WodsexiD ii. bacon, J.¥:F.sadler!W.3. snake 
M.G.Slagle, Thos. SvEly, Mary Ann Warren,Mrs.Sarah McNeil,and Mrs.Alpha 
Jones,were. duly taken, sion to and srenoeinea before me, at the times 
and places, in the caption and adjournement orders mentioned in said 
depositions and for the purpose in said caption mentioned, 


LN all. 


Commissioner in chancery. 


of fools 
LM a oe 32 hours © 7p fely.00 





Phe deposition of, Cpl Kidd, taken before me . Hvatt, a com- 
Missionerean chancery for the circuit, court of Lee County, Virganfe, 
ati iy Omiace a Che town Or Jonesy live, pm tke loth day. of June,” 19055 
Pursuant .vouscreenent of the partics by theimiatitiorneys, tO be .réad 
as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff in a 1 suit in chancery 
pending inthe ysaid court, betwesmiW ii, Nett Suplaint iti-snemd Mary ile tt ; 
defendm ft, 

Presente-rC..?), Dupean.: py hy Sewel biand Geom rocr id tang: for 

Righs Reni nspon, for-det te 


nad occupnation? 


A bevel oi Tew 


nm, , and ama travelling 


,-~-Are you aaquainted with Wm, Neff and Mary, hi 
—-~Yes sir, 
ate Whether or not during the time thevvere living together 
at Ann, you stayed all night there with them? 

A,--I did, 

Q. --State anything that ed» the night between Mr, Neff 
and his wife; whether or not they slept in the same room together ; 
and all you may know about it? 

Obj,--The foresoing question and any answer th D9 is Objected 
tO because immaterial and irrelevant, 

Re LpPrentinetomy tor deft, 
there one night with Mr, W, ¢C, Cameron and we asked 
CPUS Lay oe his mvt, there, and Mr, Neff toid us thet we could. After 
supper we were sitting out in front of the house, and something wa gs 
said about it being bed-time, and Mrs,Neff went in the west room, shut 
the door, and I thought I heard her lock it, I heard a click, Just 


a moment or two later Mr,Neff got up, left Mr,Cameron and myself out-- 


the door facing, want to the partition door and 


tried to open the dotr and iff was locked, He asked her to come to 


the door oneée or twice, obey Tinaliy epenedythe door just a Little. 


but he did not go in, They seemed to be arguing there, ! don t know 





a 2 

what they were saying, After they talked for a minute or two, 
She shut the door in his face, and I supose she locked it as I heard 
the lock click, or something of the kind, erff then came out’to 
where Mr, Cameron and myself were and said I guess I will sleenv in 


this room with you boys, and did go to bed in that room with us, 


And further witness saith not, 


/ Psi) ee 


j © . ot 
ae 


Virginia, he.en Count yy t o—wa. ti: 

Te wy Be yale, Vat COMM S50 One nim se ha mearyy) “fon LA wercewad wCourt 
for bee County, -do hereby certify that. the foregoing deposition.of 
Opi, Kidd was duly, taken’, subscribed and sworn f0 before meat. the 


time and place and for the purpose 


Given under my hand this the 18th day of June, 1905, 


ate 


Comm ike sioner «ins Chamcery 
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taken betore me, pursuant to agreement,at the law office of C.7.Dun- 
can in the town of Jonesville, Va.,on June 22, 1904, to be read in 
evidence in rebuttal in favor of the plaintiff in the chancery 
cause now pending in the Circuit Court of hee County, Virginia, 
in which W.H.Neff gs plaintiff and Mary E.Neff is defendant 
Presents. C.. Duncan, ybiulwsSewell and Geo. P.Cridlin counsel £ Om pdt i 
ie renin ne bOm 4Or woounse lt for defendant. 
C.C.Llankenship,§r., a witness of lawful age,being first duly 
Sworn, deposes and .says: 
Q@.1.-- What is your age, residence and occuaptiont? 
A.-- lam 80 aPeche Saat C0. TR SOOM Behe ti, pres tae. tin Canny 


AL 


Hollow, near Low Gap, Lee County, Va., and am, Famrer and a Haptist 
Pe eee he, 
Q.2.-- Are you acquainted with James J.Munsey?t 
am. 
James J.Munsey in his examination as a witness in this 
case, in answer tothe following question: WHO informed you that 
Mx. NefF?s stock of soods were paid for, or that he claimed they 


‘¢ 


were paid for?" andwered: "C.C. Blankenship, §r.", and in answer: to 


a further question he said you gavé him this information about last 


October, or Cirst of November after the SUuLt was brought) in Jonesville, 
Ieee VYVOM (ever Zive Mr, Munsey any such information im Jonesvilte, 
om anywhere s1lse? 

A.-- I never told him anything about it being paid for as Ll ‘re= 
memeber of. We did nave a conversstion here in Jonesville’ and 1 
can give you that conwersation as it occured, or about as 1b oc- 
eurred, I ‘think. I do mot remember’ the exact time it occurred put 
eee T empect it was about Jct. or Nov. ot last year, that 1s my 
Rec One c ut Oe fl uNeG. Up aa Mor, liunsey ee the Courthouse and 
Mr. Orr’s store. We spoke to each other and shook hands and he re- 
marked to me tnat he wanted a conversation with me. We stepped back 
BS few steps soutnward out of the crowd and my recollection is we 
sat down.ie then sald to me, I want to ask you in regard to Billy 

rape 


some questions. He said to mg,Jpid you ever hear Bill Neft*es 
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say anything disrespectful, or against the character of nis wife?" 
I said "No;tut I have heard him say this much,that he loved her 
holsnen a cy than any woman he ever saw, and that he would love OY mide 
with her, and would treat her as a wife if she would treat him as 
a husband", At this point there was gome conversation took place be- 
tween us that I do not now recollect. I said I was sorry that they 
could not live together, as I had married them. eons, 7 ens Ree he ie 
Munsey what was the split-up or di’ficulty between them that they 
could not live together, or something to that amount, and he said 
that Nefr had a store down there at Ann and that he would go out of 
the store into the house where his wife was and he would trow her 
elothes up and look at her "privates", and that people there at the 
store and around there had an opportunity to see such conduct. Mix's 
Munsey said that is what his daughter told him, and that she would 
not bear wet such conduct, and that she was not going to live with 
him on that account and other things, he didn’t say what. i sata Vo 
Mr. Munsey that if they couldn’t live together I thought it was best, 
as Neff had brought a suit for divorce to not contest but. to let 
nim have his divorce and get rid of him. And he said’#fo, I am 
going to defend my daughter’s character, wouldn’t you?" And I said 
yes,if anybody should try bo injure the character of my daugter, 
I would be“=Rike you, I would defend it. As well as I recollect now, 
at this point comeg in the store business. I said to Mr. Munsey; 
Mir, Neff has a store out ‘here, and a pretty sood store, and he Ls 
getting a pretty rood trade, and if she would go and live with him 
IT thought 
they would do well. If tnere is anything else that was said be- 


tween us LT do not now remember nats 


Obj.-- All such part of the Porezoing answer which does not re- 
late to the question of the value of the sbore or the fact of its 
being paid for, is objected to because it is not responsive to the 
cuestionsand secondly, because not admissible testimony tn the case, 
he witne:s spoke of having a conversation with Mr. Munsey in Jones- 
ville, which the attorney for defendant understood to be in reference 
to the question asked by attorney ror,plaintiff, and requested gH ANE eee 


witness 0. giatewiblic conversation. The witness started out to detail 
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other conversation outside of the conversation in reference to the 
eoods, and was then told by attorney for the defendant that he was 
only wanted to detail such conversation as was had in reference to 
the goods, but attorney for the plaintiff insisted that the whole 
conversation be® given in reference to everything that was said, 
rc sare was put down, and this objection reserved until the answer 
was made in full. Attorney for the defendant insists that the 
statements of the witness to the other witness ifunsey, except so far 
as the same is to be used to contradict the witeass Munsey, can in 
no way bind the Sronaan in this case, or become evidence on be- 
half of the plaintiff. 


P.. Pennington for deft. 


Counsel for plaintiff state that when the witness had got down 
in his answer to the point:"We did have a conversation here in 
Jonesville and I can give you that conversation as it occurred, or 
about as it occurred, I think", then C.'I.Puncan consel Por plain- 
+iff said to the witness that he did not insist on that conversation , 
put the attorney for the defendant said “Let him give the wonversa- 

ate Pree uel 
tion now, as it wetted save Bam from having to ask a question. ‘The 
witness tnen went on and gave said conversation down to the point 


where witness repeated that he would treat her as a wife if she 


would treat him as a husband. Ab this point defendant’s counsel 


objected to the witness eoins any further, and plaintiff’s conusel 
insisted that he should give the whole conversation, because de- 
Pendant’s counsel had insisted on part of it. | 
C.T., Duncan H.H. Sewell and Geo. P.Cridlin 
Ova aCe Ot) sD Plplee 
CROSS. EXAMINATION. 
X.Q.1.-- Did Mr. Munsey ask you what you thought the value of the 
goods in the store was? 
A,-~- No. 
we 
X¥.Q.2.-- By way of refreshins your memory I will ee Hee GO state 
if you did not say in answer to a question asked by Mr. Munsey, that 
you thought his stock of zoods was worth from $1000.00 to St2O0s OU 


ar $1500.00. 





A.-- I did not. 

X.Q.3.-- Did you not tell Mr. Munsey that you had staid in the 
store a few days and that you did not know anything about whether 
his goods were Pela’ hero not; but you could only tell him what 
Will said about it, and did you not tell" him that Will said he had 


his goods paid for? 


A.-- I guess I told him that I had staid in the store a Tew days, 


but I did not tell Aim that I did not know whether the zoods were 
paid for, and I did not tell that Will said they were paid for. 
X.Q.4.-- Did not Mr. Munsey tell you that his daughter’s counsel 
nad told hamthey Wore GulnielormmatLon, OM an an nldava &, as, Towbke 
value or worth of Mr. Neff’s property? 
A,-- We had no such conversation that I have any recollection of. 
And further this deponent saith not. 


oe 
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State of Virginia, County of Lee, to-wit: 

I, A.M.Goins, a Commissioner in Chancery for the Gireuit court 
of the county of Lee, in the state aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that the foresoing depositiong of C.0.Blankenship, Sr., was duly 
teken under oath and by agreement as stated in the caption, and sub-— 


Scribed before me, and at the time and place as above mntioned. 


Cony. dn Chi. 


Given under my hand, this June eerd, 1908. 
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cery for the Circuit Court for bee County, Virginia, on the 4th, 
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yues 2, Are you acquainted with W.m and Mary Tt 


-, in which W,u,Neff is plaintiff, and 
9 A Vaan Ge 
in een ALi Vs, Ter plant te £. 

for defendant, 


of lawful age, being first duly swornrdevoes 


Pléase state ‘your age amd place of residencejaliso your 
maiden naie, , 
t em 44 wears old and reside near the Camv Ground , liee COhg 


fa, , and my maden name wes Francis Whisman. 


e = ae 


and defendant in this casey if so, how long have you known Heme 


bs 


e, I am acquainted with them; T have known W,E, Neff for several 
and I got acquainted with Mary B, Neff after they were married, 
anc Mary E,Neff were married to each ©t heian 


ave whether or not you,lived with them at their place of.res- 


e,and if you state you 4d: please state where they $hen lived 


and how long you lived with whem. 


AUS, off l did live with then 3 counle of weeks; they lived near Ann, 


e 
— 


How long was it “after they commenced house keeping until 


VOu went £0 live with them? 


£, { G0 not remember how long it was CxO Gt ty Si. oth pie at were 


they were married that I went the wey, but.cot: this) "aman 


—< WwW 


oe e : % 
Wues, & Please state the man nem OF pReetment. ‘ot 


?t 


wife during the time you lived with them, 


sideraim or Otherwise, 


Clause of the foregoing question is objected to, becaus 


¢ 





the witness is asked to state whether or not the treatment by the x 
plaintiff of the defendant was kind and considerate, which is equal 
KeaV bE a 2'O., har ch oO cere ie 


to asking the witness a matter of opinion, 


mine from her judgment what is or is not kind treatment. The witness 
ate whet the treatment WES, and let the court. say whether 
it wes kind or otherwise, 


ebwrenmtine ron) At tay. for Heft, 


3 
. He was kind to her, white LL staid..with them, 
Ques, 6, What wes her treatment toward him? 
sne was very kind to hin, 
How many were there in the family? 
When I first went there there were three in the fami 


2nd Wn, Minter,and-I.mede the fourth, Minter left after 


i went, but I do not remember how long he staid after T went. 


Ques. 8, How many rooms were in*the house in which Mr. and-Mrs, Neff 


lived during the time you were with them? 
Ans. 8, There were two rooms in the house. 
Ques, 9, Please state if there were not two rooms and aso 2 room 
used for a kitchen? 
Ans °, There were, and also a porch, 
Ques, 10, Pleasé state whether or not Mrs.Neff staid in the room 
and slept with her husband during the time you were with them, and 
if sne did not, state where she did sleep. 
Ans, 10. She staid in the room with me, and not in the room with 
Mr, Nefr. 
Ques. ll. You may now state, if you please, why she refused to sleep 
in the room with her husban, if you know. 

fhe foregoing question is objected to. because the witness has 
not stated that Mrs.Neff had refused to stay in the room with Mr, 
Neff, and because the answer would be irrelevant amd immaterial if 
in proper form, R.L.Pennington Atty &e. 
Ans, ll. I do not know; I never heard her give any reason, 
Ques, 12. Please state whether or not you heard Mr.Neff make any 
effort to get her to slesp with him in the room gccupled byt him, 
and if you state you did, tell what he said and done. 


Opjected to because irrelevant. Ry L:. Pennine vom, 





‘i 


5. 


Ans, 12, I heard him ask her to come in the room and stay with him 
ons night. He came in the room where I wag at and took her by the 
arm and saldiMary ,I think you might come into the room and sleep 
With me and show me some respect." She got up and went into his room 
and staid a while and then came back in the room where I was at and 
went to bed. She staid in his room about ten or fiftesn minutes. 
Ques. 13. Please state whether Mrs. Neff kept the door locked be— 
tween the room she staid in and the room Mr. Neff staid in. 

Ans, 13. On the night above, he called to her to open the door: she 
did not do so. He then called to me, "cousin Francis, open the door," 
and I got up and opened it. I do not know whether she locked the 
door when she came back to So to bed or not. I do not know whether 
she was in the habit of locking the door or not, as this was the 
only night my attention was ealted to the matter, 

Ques. 14. During the time you staid with them, state whether on not 
Mr.Nef*° staid at home or elsewher most of the time, 


Ans, 14. He. staid at home:.sometines during the day he was away, but 


would return at night. Me ahh area ey 4 Sag: SMR PORES 2 
dtr <, but I Laorwh fe Faon ad Fu< t<< tle 
Ques. 15. White you staid there, if Mr.Neffr, in many waysjSexerted ; 


himself to make his home everything else than a pleasent home, please 
state the ways in which he did it. 

Ans. 15. He done nothing of that kind,that I would take that way. 
Ques. 16. State whether or not, during the time you staid with them, 
Mrs. Neff appeared to be happy did contented, and you may state in 


theirgs 


this connection what she did to make ax home-life pleasent or other~— 


Ans, 16. I cannot state; mamexiaysxekexnankeix she wanted to go home 


frequently; some days she would appear to be satisfied or happy, and 


other days she did not so appear, I have told all Tt AenOw About: itz 
Ques. 17, State whether or not Mr. Nef? required much work or labor 
to be done by his wife; and if so, state what it was. 

Ongected to because this question is not put at issue by the 


D1lll of the plaintiff or the answer of the defendant; the bill does 


rong moedh Go ngh gh as 01 cnn ren Hh 


Oh 


not allege that she would'nt work, the answer does not complain that 


onorous tasks were put upon her that she ought not to Beer, gous 





4. 

The testimony therefore upon this question is impertinent and irrel- 
evant. ; R.L.Pennington. 
Ans. 17. He did not require any work, except the house work,,,and I 
helped her to do that. 

iN care eee X-Examined. 

Ques. 1. At the time you went to stay with Mr.Nerfr and wife, had they 
not been married only about a week or ten days? 
Ans. 1. T do not remember positively, but my best recollection is 
that it was along about the first of May—-first or second week in 
May. 
Ques. &. On the night on which you said Mr.Neff called his wife to 
stay with him, you said that she staid ten or fifteen munutes and 
then came back, Did 2 not tell you after she came back to the romn, 
after you had asked why she did not stay, that it was because 


Will had quarrelied at he so? 


Ans. 2. I do not remember of cea arra her that question that night, 


nor I ao not remember of her telling me that. She came into the room 
where IT was and went and got into another bed. 

Ques. 3. On that afternoon of that day did you not hear Will quar- 
reling at his wife about her acting clerk or staying in the store? 
Ans. 3. He asked both of us to stay in the store when he wovld be 


a 


away, out I do not remember whether it was that day or not. We told 
think | | 

him we did NOt KRRRRHESAMET we could attend to it, sussex. 

Ques. 4. How did he receive the answer, hapedhen, ald it: seem to. da— 

ritate him or not? 7 

Ans. 4. I.do not. remember. 

Ques. 5. The plff's counsel asked you the question why Mrs. Neff 

refused to sleep in the room with her husband; you answered you did 

not know and had never heard her give any reason. You had not stated 

in your examination theretofore that Mrs.Nefr had refused to stay 

with Mr. Neff in his room; and is it not a fact that you do not Know 

that~-ias. Neff had ever refused to stay in his room? 

Ans. 5. I never heard him ask her until that night to stay in the 

roomm with him. 


Ques. 6. In one of your answers you stated Mr.Neff called you cousing 


State what relation you are to hin. 





First 
BS). (Sey OTe Pat ners W6T@ BEEBREXCOUSING; we abe second cousins. 


Ques. 6. Wereyou at Mr. Neff's the night he shot a dog in the potato 
patch? 

Objected to because the Killing of a gog in a potato patch is 
not made an issue in the pleadings, nor is there any evidence that 
Mr.Neff ever at any time or at any place killed a dog in a potato 


patch, bean patch, front yard, or any where else. 


P 


Gest! SD Can, Ast ue « 


Ans. 6. I do not remember of his shooting at a dog while I stayed 


there. 

Ques. 7. By way of refreshing vour memory, I will ask you to state 
if you, Mr.Neff and his wife.were not sitting on the porch one eve-— 
ning something about dark, and while you were sitting there, did not 
SB ALitiLe dog come up upon the porch, and did not Mr.Neff get a pis- 
tol from some where and shoot the pistol off, and did not the little 
deg go oft- ent anto a poteto. patch;..and did not Mrs. Nerr.go' out 
where the little dog was, and did not Mr Net? Tollow her out where 
the dog was, and placing the pistol over the top of her head shoot 
Et .OfLf over ner head four time, or at least severehines, and Gid he 
not do this act in a bad humoredly disposition toward Mrs. Neff. 
Ans. 7. I-do not remember of it taking place while I stayed there; 
if I remembered it I would state it. 


And further, this deponent saith nov. 


‘fa erge claves DCL i Poms GU Agee 


ee neni ee ema, eer, Ce 





6. 


Mrs, Amanda Lawson, a witness of lawful age, being duly sworn 
deposes and says: 
Ques. 1. State your age and place of residence. 
Ans. 1. I am 53, and live in Hancock County, Tenn. 
Ques, 2, Are you acquainted with W.B.Neff and Mary E.BNeff, his wife; 
if so, how long have you known endl of them? 
BS) we Im acavainted with them; put with Mr. Neff better than his 
wife, I have mnown him about fifteen years, and his wife about the 
same lenecth of time. 
Ques. 3. Did you know them whad® they were living together at Ann,Va.? 
Ans. 3. I did: I was there at their house; I lived in about 2 miles. 
Ques. 4. Had you ever have any ESL ck Sea a with Mrs. Neff, with 
reference to her and her husbend; if so, tell in your own way what 
occurred between you, and all that was said as nearly as you can 
remember. 
Ans. 4. I did have a conversation with her in reference to her and 
her husband, I went to their house to see a piece of grvet they hed. 
Mp. Neff went with me from the store to the house; as we went from 
the store to the house he said him and his wife were in trouble, and 
IT snid what about: he hinted meshe did not say; ey said he wanted 
me to taktk to his wife; I talked.a little sassy to Will and said, 
“that is tame max no way of getting along. T went in the house and 
the carpet was brought to the front room out of a little POOR sh ot. 
looked at the carpe@ and said several words one way and another. 
They both commenced talking to me. I said, “Mrs. Neff, I would cut 
this carpet and put it down, it is too pretty to not ertt 


tp 


< eae a 
I am not satisfied to live here, the reason I don't cut it; there 


° ~ - 
were a few more words between us, and then: she said ‘I am going to 


af “A = oe A ‘ 
|) ay father’s or peppies, Grnich ever one she called nim There were 
| 


some more words and we all laughed, and then I told her what I thought 
was pest, and then Mr Neff was called from where we were to the store. 
Mr.Neff went on to the store and while he was gone she asked me sev- 
eral questions about man and his wife! t renarked that women had to 


: “ Z “¢ 
comply to the requests of their husbands. She said she never expected 


. Ff 
? to nave any children by that old paldheaded Bill Neff. 1 said to her 


i 





women had to obey their husbands, Mr.Neff then came back from: the 
Store, He and her then begen to talk to me again. He said wrens that 
she kicked him out of the bed,or out of the door,(I can't sag which) 
and locked it, and I laid right there, (motioning toward the floor). 
She was present mmsbagr at the time the above remark wags made. We 


talked several words with each other , not proper to be here HUt 


down, about man and ol wife. She did not deny Locking Bill out. 


XA—EXAMINED , 


At this point the withess became ill and was unable to pro~ 
Ceed i WWweth.tiie CDDSS-examination, and. the corss-examination of said 
witness was DOS Lponed xmeteaerinemtees Until such time as aie would 
be able to proceed with her crossexamination, defendant’s counsel 
reserving’ the right bo cross-examine. On June 26th the witness 
appeared before the Commissioner, at the office of C.7T.Duncan in the 
town’ of Jonesville, so that defendants counsel might proceed with 
by [Bpf Sacet, $20,P,b,caln + tb Af ff 
the FEE Se dare eae a Your Commissioner is informed that the coun— 
Set hor bie pl eine Ape procured the attendance of this witness on this 
day so that the Gevendant might proceed with said cross-examination 
under an agreement between C. 1. Duncan, of counsel for the plainti?? 
and RL. Pennington, of counsel for the defendant. but the defendan+ 
nob 
nor her eo OSS Emons present to proceed with said corss-~ xamina— 
tion,and the witness being quite a distance from home and desiring 
to return home, yeuxextw at the request of counsel for the plaintiff 
Por her to sien her examination in chief, she is accordingly per- 
mitted by the Commissioner to Sign the same, with leave to the 


defendant to cross-examiner her if they’so desire. 
And further, in chief, the witness saith note 
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8, 


Geo, S.McClure, a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, 
deposes and says: | 
Ques te State your age and place of residence. 
Pull Soe eerie AERO by AALS A! sATIIV, : Va. 
Ques.2., Are you acquainted with W.E. and Mary F.N 
how long have you known each of them? 
Ans. 2. I am acquainted with them. I have known Bill every since he 
was &@ boy, and I have known his wife seven or eight years. 
Ques. 3. While Mr.Neff and his wife lived together at Ann, how close 
did they live to you? 
Ans. 3. About & quarter of a mile or less. 
Ques. 4. On the morning that Mrs, Neff and her husband went away 
ftp Wl their home, and she failed to return, state if she made any 
request in your presence with reference to milking or taking care 
of her cow; if you state that she did, state what she said as nearly 

S you Can? 

Ans, 4. She came to the door of my house, we were eating breakfast, 
and said she wanted us to milk the cow while she was gone. 
Ques.5. How long did the cow remain there after that morning, and 
whic!-came- Lor*her? 
Ans. 5. She stayed there two or three days, I do not know which, I 
Sumer think her father came for the cow, I cannot be positive. 
Ques. 6. Do you know of any person coming after her house—hold and 
kitchen furniture; if so, who came, and how long was it after she 


left her home? 


Ans. 6. Her father came after said furniture; I think it was about 


two weeks after she left her home. 

Ques.7. What was the manner of treatment, as you observed it, by 
Mr.Neff and his wife towards eachother, while they lived there near 
YOu? - 

Ans; 7.0, did not see that he mistreated her, or her him; one tine 
she came down to our house with a yard stick in her hands; mother 
“asked her what she was roing to do with it; she said she was going 
to use it on that Billey of hers; skaxdamoe I do not “now whether 


she meant any harm’or not; she did not seem to be in a good humor. 





9. 
Ques. 8. While they were living together, did you hear any shooting 
around or about Mr. Neff's, and if so, do you Know who did it? 
Ace. 84.7. did not Hear any shooting, but IT sheard talk of it. 
X-—Examination, 
Ques. 1. Do you know where Mrs.Neff got the yard stick she borught 
Gor°your house? 
Ans. 1. I do not; I saw her come there with it and leave with it. 
Ques. 2. Who else was there at the time she came? 
Ans. 2. My father and mother and W.H.Neff. 
Ques. 3. How long had Will been there at your house? 
ane S,.@hado not knot.” 
Ques.4. Which left first, he or his wife? 
Ane. 4. He lett Lirst. 
Ques. 5. Do you Know who was staying in the store that day? 
ATS), 00% No, sir. 
Ques.6. Had'nt you been staying in the store for Will when he would 
be gone? 
Ans.6. I had stayed in the store the sunmer before Will was married, 
but had not stayed there any after he was married. 
Ques, 7. By way of refreshing your memory, Il Will ask you to state 
if on the evening that Mrs. Neff took the yard stick down to your 


house, if you were not staying in the store that afternoon, and did 


not \'rs.Neff come in the store and @nquire for Willi, and did you not 


tell her that he was down at your father’s, and did'nt Mrs.Neff then 
go off down toward your father's house with the yard stick in her 
hard, and is it not a fact that the statement of what happened down 
at the house was told to you by your father, or mother, or Doth? and 
have you not gotten the matter mixed as to whether you actually heard 
the conversation detailed by you? 
Ans. 7. I was not at the store; I was at the house and heard what 
she said; and I don't think I have gotten things mixed up. 
Ques. & Is it not a fact that if you realy heard the conversation 
there at the time, that the statement of Mrs. Neff was realy a joke 
and laughed at 

and indulged a td all parties preasent as gig such? 

The first part of the question is objected to because it is a 


reflection upon the witness. Cwtovuncan, Atty. 





es 


Ans. &. I did not see any laughing, and she talked like she was out 
of humor. 

Ques, 9. How long did Mrs. Neff say she would be gone, when she asked 
you that morning to have the cow milked? 

Ans. 9. She did not say. 

Ques. lo. What month of the year, when she came to your house, about 
having the cow milked? 

Ans, lo. It was in the month of July. 

Ques.ll. What month was it when eae eet came for the furniture?, 
Ans, Jl. About two weks after they parted; I did not put it down on 
the post; if I had I would have knowgs#. 

Ques.12. Was it not in the month of October the furniture was taken 
aWay ? 

Ans, 12.°I do not know; I Keptno account of the matter, 

Ques.13. Are you reasonably sure that it was not more than two weeks 
from the time they parted until the property was removed?, 

Ans. 15. It might have been two weekss it might have been longer. 
ques /* On one evening while they were living there near you, when 
you had been informed that Mr. Neff would not be at home, did you 
not invite Mrs. Neff to go down to your father's and stay all night, 
and did not Mrs.Neff reply that she could stay by herself, as she 
had to stay there most of the time by herself when Will was at home, 
or word to that effect, and did you not remark that was a doggoned 
sorry way for a man to treat his wife? 

jammer §«=6The foregoing question, and any ansver thereto, is opjected 
to, because it is a statement by the defendant that is self serving, 
and if the question is insisted on, the same course Will be adopted 
by the plaintiff and his statements of occurrences taken place be- 
tween himself and his wife during the time they lived together will 


be introduced as evidence in the case, ‘ O. TDaUnean Abies. 


Ans, 14. I never invited her down there in my life; in fact, the way 


she had talked about my mother, I did not want her down there; I heard 
she called my mother a fool, and I do not want people about me that 


talks about my mother tAt way. I never had any sich talk to her 


phat know of. 





Te-b 
Ques. 15. You seaexnekxfertrng were not fesling very kindly toward 
Mrs.Neff while she was livig down there near you, after you eer: 
the remark was made about your mother as above stated, gvere you? 
Ans. 15. Not feeling very well toward her then, afterwards, or now. 
Re~— Examination. | 


Ques.l, While your feslings are not overly kind towards Mrs, Neff, 


as above stated by you, are your feelings such as to cause you to 


do her an injustice? 
Ans. 1. They are not: I want to do justice to every body. 


And further this deponent saith not. At Yb 
4, AN, fee nr 


Q oe @@80e¢08=8@ 8 8 (Ce 


William N.Burchett, a witness of lawful age, being first duly swenn, 

deposes and says: | 

Ques. 1. State your age, residence and occupation. 

Se Oe am 52, live near Hubbard springs, and ama farmer, 

Ques. 2, Are you accuainted with W.B.Neff and Mary M.Netfr his wife, 

and if so, how long have you known each of them? 

ANS, 2, I.am acquainted with each of them; I have known them pretty 

much all my life. 

Ques.3d. IF you at any time ever heard Mrs. Neff say anything in re- 

gard to living with W.E.Neff state what she said as nearly as you 

can, } 

Ans. 5. It strikes me that it was OG Wi laeiBurckwetpy t's, : Tt wit Thor be 

positive as to the place where it took place, I heard urs, Neff say 

in a conversation with some woman, I do not remember at this time 
that she did not intend to live with hin; 

who the woman was, that she did not intend to raise any kids by the 

baldheaded scoundrel; that her mother said that it would kill her 

if she did. She did not use any name. 

Ques. 4, How long was this before or after Marv came back to her 

father's from where and Mr.Neff had been living? 

Ans, 4. This was after she came backiz to her fathr's’ shortly after 


she came back, but I cannot state the time. 


Ques. 5. Where were you living at the time you heard this conversa-— 


can't state just where; but I think on Fvean Burchett's 





place on the mounting. 
X-—Fxamination. 
Ques.1. What time in the day was it when you heard this conversation, 
in the morning, evening, or night? 
Ans, 1. I think it was in the evening. 
Ques. 2. What time in the year was it? 
2.1 don't know what time of the year it was. 
Wash tra Ot wor COLG. Gays 
3, It was a warm day. 
4, What year was it in? 
~. ¢annot state. 
Ques. 5. What is your best impression; was it in 1850 or 1855? 
Ans. 5. It has been between four and five years ago as weil as 
now remember. 
Ques. 6. What were you doing on that day? 
Ans. 6. I was working on the wood yard. 
Ques.7. Were you chopping wood or picking up chips? 
chopping wood, 
kind of wood were you chopping? 

8, Stove and fire wood,I reckon, T was workin on the wood yard. 
Ques. 9. On which side of the fence, if there was any fence, was the 
wood yard? I mean the fence around the house. 

Ans, 9. It was on the inside of the fence. 

Ques.10. Was the wood-yard on the pack or the front of the house? 
Ans. 10. Rather on the back of the house. 

Ques. ll. You were chopping away when you heard the conversation 


were you’ 


ANG. = 15. 5 tO), sirf I was not chopping away when T heard the conversa— 


tion; I was standing there when T heard it. 

Ques. 12. I suppose: that you stopped in order that you might hear 
what was being said did you? 

Ans. 12. I did not stop that I might hear the conversation; I 

pose there was some of the conversation that I did not hear. 

Ques. 13. Could you see Mrs. Neff from where you Was standing 


you heard the conversation? 





Ane USS TSRs F< could see her. 

Ques. 14, Could you see the other woman at the time of the conversa— 
tion? 

Ans. 14, I coud not, from where I was at. 

Ques, 15. Did you know the other woman at the time? 

Ans, 15. A®, sir, I did'nt. 

Ques, 16, Were theBer ? two women in the house? 

ANS. 16. 'No;sir. 

Ques. 17. Where were they? 


Ans, 17, As well ag I remember, one of them was standing on the in—- 


Side and the other on the outside of the yard gate. 


: | eal _ hen Ha onl 
Wues, 18. Which was on the inside and which side of the gate and how 
a 4% Ay 


far apartwere they? 


. Mary was on the outside: I can’t state how far apart thev 


-How far were they from you? 

They were about 25 yards frorm me. 

What kind of a house was this at which you were working? 

It was a framed house, painted rather binersh;- that is,if 
the conversation took place at this place; but, as Et OU ure ae tite 
Outset | taemt. Il Wee not positive where the conversation tod place; 
the house I have tried to desctibe above is Will Bburchett's house, 
Ques.el. I will get you to state word for word the conversation that 
took place, | 
ANS, el. I hawe done answered as far as I know. 

Ques. 22. I will ask you to repeat the conversation you say you heard 
between Mrs.Neff and the woman, 

Ans, 22. As I state above, I will not be positive where the conver— 
sation took place, whether at Will Burchett's or nov, all. that. | 
heard her say wag, that she did not aim to live with him; to raise 

any Kids by the bald headed scoundrel; that her mother said it would 
Rill her if she did. 


And eee ae deponent saith not, 


Tee “ e 8 x. o*e i eee Meme eevee ec eeeesn 
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D.C.McClure, witness of lawful age,being first duly Sworn , 
deposes and says:— 
Ques. State your age and occupation, 
Ans. I am 33 years,reside at Acadia,Lee County, and am a farmer. 
Ques. Are you acauainted with WeE. Neff and wife, Mary E.Nefr? 
Ans. I am. 
Ques. Were you acHuainted with them while they were lining together 
as husband and wife? 
Ans, I wasy, and lived some seven miles from tnem, but was at my 
father's often,which was nesr to them. 
Ques. Did you observe the conduct of lr Neff towards his wife 
during those visits,if so please state what that conduct Was. 
Ans. I noticed their relation with each othershad always been a rood 
friend to each of themjhad been to school with them ,and saw nothing 
in Mr.Neff's conduct that cast any reflection upon her,and saw nothing 
on her part that was wréng in the way of misconduct. They seemed 
kind toward each Oother,that is I saw nothing out of the way, 
Ques. Were you at Mr.Neff's when Mrs.Neff's father came for her 
house hold goods? 
Ans, IJ think I was, I remeber secing him getting them,and heard he 


et 


and Will talking together about them. I rember some of the statements; 


that is ,the thought of what was said. Jity recolection is that he 
told Will that he had come for her effects,sfoke kindly,and said 
that M@ay was not satisfied to stay theresthat is, that was the 
impression that was made on my mind from what was said. Will seemed 
to express regret that she was not satisfied to say there,and told 
him“her will and not his in the matter,and that the things were 
there in the house,and he could So ahead and get them,Woll said that 
ne aid not. know them allthat he could go ahead and load up his 
ie eos, 
wagon,and when they came to the bacon, that he brought it out to the 
store and Sold it to Will,I stpoose that he had Siven it to Mary, 
and that he did not want to haul it back home, Will did not help 


him load any thing. He just let the matter with Mr.Munsey,and seemed 


to be Kind in the matter .Therpseemed to be no ill will between the two 
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Ques. Did you observe whether or not the f00ds or any part of them 
that were loaded into the wagon were boxed and packed when Mr 
Munsey came there? 
Ans. I can not say they were. I did not give much attention to 
the work, 
Ques. State as nearly as you can when this was? 
Ans? I had noti thought of the time Sines it occurred,but my 
treceolection is that it was in the summer3I could not say whether 
it was in June, July,or the latter part of May,and it might have 
been lather then either of these dates. I know the weather was 
warm,and I am not certain about the date, 
Ques. You heard,did you not,of Mrs ,.Neff foing pack to her 
father's and not returning home, 
Ans, Yes, 
Ques. State ag nearly as you canjthat is, give your best impression, 
how long it vas after she went back to her fathers untill her 
father came for her plunder as above state by you? 


Ans. It. was not jong, but L can Hot state exactly whan it was, 


Theréhas been so many other things more important to ne,but pry 


answer would be that it was but a “short while, 

) OBJECTION: Defendant's counsel object to the statement of the 
witness in regard to conversations had between the plaintiff and 
defendant's father, because said stements,either of the plaintiff 
or the defendant's father cannot be used as testimony asainst the 
defendant unless the same ig in her presence and by her assent. 

K-EXAMINATION, 
Q-l. Were you at the store when Mr.Munsey came? 
Avl, I can't gay whether I was there when he came UP ORI Not “bacant 
tell whther I was there when he drove up,or whether I came up after 
wards, 
Q-2. Was Mr. Munsey miding a horse back or driving a vehickle of gome 
Kind, 
A-«s. I cannot say.My recollection is he drove away in a wagon, but 


I cannot gay. 
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Q-5. By way of refreshing your memory, was there not a man with Mr 
Munsey, a man by the name of Jim Baker who was driving the wagon for 
Mr ,Munsey? 
AwvS. I do not remember the man's name but the impression is on my 
mind that there was some man with him helping him load the wagon. 
@-%. Was Mr.Neff at the store when Mr.Munsey came, or did he come 
in a littfe later? 
@-4,. I do not remember af to that; 
Q-5. Don't vou remember in the conversation, either Mar Nett ‘or? Mes 
Munsey saying something about riding together from Steward@ Neff's? 
A~5. I don't remember about it. 
Q-6. From the conversation had between them there, that you heard, 
were you not impressed in your mind that they had been talking before 
you heard them about the matter of difference between Will and his 
wife? 

I can't say that it sam made that impression on my mind, as I 
now remember it. 
Q-7. By way of refreshing your memory, do not you remember the wagon 


driving up and Mr.Munsey saying to Mr.Neff Snow the wagon has come, 


and Willey, if you are not going to recfoncile this matter, the team 


has come for her things; and did he not also say to Mr.Neff that 
Mary was willing to come back any time that he, Will ,would come and 
stay with her, but was not willing to come back and live alone, or 
words to this effect? 

A.7. I don't remember of hearing Mr.Munsey say that. It might have 
occurred before I got there. 

The later part of the answer is objected to, because it is ev- 
idence for no purpose on earth. Clete DUNCAN: aU: 
Q-8. Do you remember of taking any part in the conversation yourself 
between Mr,Neff and Mr.Munsey? 

A~8, I don't think I did. 
Q-9, Were there anyother persons in the store but yourself, Mr,.Mun-— 
sey and Mr,.Neff? 


A-S. I can't say that there were; I will not be positive. 


Q-10. How long did you stay there? 





A.10, I think I was there when the wagon left. 
Q-l2. What time in the day did you go there and what time was it 
when you left; and state whether you was there at dinner time or not? 
Bede se aera SL, say what time I went up there or-.what time I left, 
but I Left an the evening; but I might have been back and forth more 
than one time. 

And further, this deponent saith not. 

Veitircas eLaiis FOS. 
The further taking of these depositions is continued until 


~ 


June 10th, 1903, at 9 c'elock A.M., same place. This June 5th, 


June 10th, 1903-- 


Met pursuant to adjournment. 


COA HO Fw, 


Sterling Barnes, a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, 


deposes and saysi- 


Q-1. State your age,residence and occupation. 


A-~1. Il am 52 years old; live near Bales'Forge, Lee county, Va.; 


and am a farmer. 

Q-2. Are you acquainted with W.E.Nerr and Mary his wife? 

A-2. I ams I know both of them. 

Q-5. Was you at the place of business of W.E.Neff while he and his 
wife were living together; if so, state what was your purpose in 
going there and what occurrefl while you was there? 

A-3. I was; some times I went to trade some, and sometimes to buy 
chickes, potatos, and peddling stuff. I went in there about twelve 
o'clock one day when I had bought some potatos from Mr.Neff; they 
were about dinner at the time; I heard some body talking in the 
house that I took to be Neff and his wife; seemed life the woman 


was talking prettiy short, In a few minutes Neff came out and went 


on toward the store, in a few minutes his wife came out mm to where 
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we were meaduring the potatos, we went to measuring the potatos—— 
I bought fory,a hen egg size up; the little one I did not puy-—— 
In measuring up Mrs.Neff nut in smaller sized potatos than I bought. 
I told her I bought bigger potatos from Mr. Neff; that I did not 
bald—headed | ns 
buy them little potatos. She said the’ durned, fool, or the durned 


fool bald headed son of a pitch-—one of the ways, I cannot say which;- 


a 
“he never did Ss iat he was doing; she then turned and went to the 


house. 

Objection: The foregoing answer is objected to because the state— 
ment made by the witness is absolutely foreign to the issue, it can 
have no bearing upon any ees the case. 

R.LePennington, Atty. 
Q-4. Can you state about what time of the year this was; if so, state? 
A-4, I cannot state, maekx but I think it was the last of June or 
the first of July; it was when eably potatos got large enought to 
use and sell. 

X-EXAMINED. 

Q-1. What were Mr. and Mrs.Neff doing when you first saw them’ 
Awl.They were coming out of the house. 
0-2. What were the short words you say you heard said in the house? 
A.2. I could not understand exactly what the words were, but it seem- 
ed like the woman was talking pretty short. 
Q-3. How many potatos did you get there? 
A-3. I cannot tell you the exact amount, but several bushel. 
Q-4. How many had you measured up when Mr. Neff left? 
A-4. Not very many, only a few. 
Q-5. Was Mrs. Neff there when Will left the potato pile? 
A.5. I don't think she was. 
Q—-6. How long was it until she came out? 

I don't think it was but a little bit. 

What did she say when she sue out? 

I do not recollect of her saying anything until we got to talk- 
ing about the little potatos. 

Q-8. What did she do while she was out there? 


“A-8. She helped measure up some potatos. 
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we were meaduring the potatos , we went to measuring the potatos—— 
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Q-1. What were Mr. and Mrs.Neff doing when you first saw them? 
Awl.They were coming out of the house. 
0-2. What were the short words you say you heard said in the house? 
A.8. I could not understand exactly what the words were, but it seem- 
ed like the woman was talking pretty short. 
0-3. How many potatos did you get there?. 
A-3. I cannot tell you the exact amount, but several bushel. 
Q-4. How many had you measured up when Mr. Neff left? 
A-4. Not very many, only a few. 
Q-5. Was Mrs. Neff there when Will left the potato pile? 
A.5. I don't think she was. 
Q-6. How long was it until she came out? 
A-6. I don't think it was but a little bit. 
Q@-7. What did she say when she nem out? 
A-”. I do not recollect of her saying anything until we got to talk-— 
ing about the little potatos. 
Q-8. What did she do while she was out there? 


‘> She helped meastire up some potatos. 
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Qa8%, Who kept an account of the potatos afiter she left and before 

she came? 
A-9. Me and Mr.Loftice. 
Q-10. Who is Mr.Loftice, what is hig namé, and where does he live? 
A-10. Walter Loftice; he lives near Bales'Forge; he is a laborer. 
Q-ll. Was Loftice with you when you was buying the potatos and meas-— 
uring them up? 
A-1l1. He was with me when I was measuring them uD, L do not remember 
whether he was with me when I bought them or not. 
Q-12. When did you first tell Bill Neff about thie? 
A-12. Some two or three weeks afO, may be not so long. 
Q-15. Did you go to see him and tell him about it, or did he come 
to see you? 
A-15. I had started to Wallens creek after a load of hay and he over-— 
taken me. He told me his wife had sued him for a lot of money, and 
GeXSaXme if I knew any thing that would do him any good. I told him 
I did not Know any thing except ener I got the potatos there. I told 
him when I got the potatos there t heard her say what I have above 
stated. 

Q-14. Is it not 4 fact that Mrs.Neff was not about where you was . 
measuring up the posake and had nothing to do with the potatos, or 
say any thing to you or anyone else when you was there about Bill 

Neff? 
A~14. It is a fact the way I have above stated it. 


Q-15. Hade you ever seen Mrs. Neff beforeethis time? 


A-15. I had. 

Q-16. Where and when and how often? 

A-16. I cannot tell you how often; I had seen gher there about the 
store, and there about home. 

Q-17. You say you are a farmer, how mich land do you own and where 
is it situated? 

A-17. I own about 22-acres, or the rise; it is near Bales'Forge, ad-— 
joining the lands of M.O.Combs. 

Q-18. Have you a family, and how many? 

A-19.I have a family, a wife and 8 children. 





Q-20. Do You depend upon the farming of 22-acres for a supportfof 
yourself, wife and eight children? 

A-20. I do not. 

Q-21. What else do you do besides farm? 

Ae21. I make a few cross-ties, swap horses and so forth. 

Q-22. AS you have thus made the side remark to Mr.Goins, in answer 
to his question by the way, if you stole any, to which you answered 
yes if it was liquor’ I will ask you if you are in the habit of stealing 
whiskey or in drinking it? 

A-22. I can't say that it is a habit, but I have in time stoi a 
drink ,when Jim Jones was in this country--I took it out of his jug 
when he did not know it. I drink very little; never was drunk but 


twice in my life. 


And further,this deponent saith not. 5 AS 


Ppa tia Wc Pe OP wee tececen eee Kossecvceceees 


AY wre 


The foregoing witness was recalled by the defendnat for further 
examination. 
Q-1l. You stated in answer to one of the questions propounded to you 
On cross—examination that you naver took anything except some whis- 
Key when Jim Jones was in this county. Were you arrested and tried 
for taking whiskey from Jim Jones? 
A-1l. No gir,I was not. 
Q-2. Were you ever arrested and tried for taking anything from 
any one 6lseé,or accused of any other heinous offense and tried 
for the same under the laws of our state? 
A~2. I was never arrested and tried for taking anything from any 
one. I never have. been accused and tried for any offenge except 
fighting. 
Q-3. Were you a witness somes five or six years azo, perhaps a year 
or two longer, in a case of D.C.Willis against B.C.Campbell, and 
probably Others ,for the defendnats in that case? 

a, 


A-3. I was not. I know nothin B such a case. aes 
Ara ct x 7 ee 2 ae Pee vee ste & e i > Lot, A fo j pay 2 Ap Fee SJ, 
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Mary Anderson, a witness of lawful age, being duly sworn, de- 


poses and says:-— 


Q-1. Please state #&% your relationship , ig any, to William FE.Neff. 


A-1. I am his half-sister. 

Qve. Are you acquainted with Mary EeNeff, his wife? 

A-2. I am. 

Q-3- How long have you known her? 

A-3. I have known, since we were both little firls, and I am now 

50 years old. 

Q-4. Where’ has Mary E.Neff lived for the last 3 or 3+ yeans? 

A-4, At her father's, as I understand. I saw her there once and 
talked to her a little while. 

Q-5. Did yoy visit her and Will while they were living together and 
keeping house? 

A-5, Yes, I visited them once. 

Q-6. Please state,on that occasion, what the treatment of Will waa 


towards his wife. 


EEX Any answer siven to the foregoing question is objected to, 
because after the question had been asked, Vheplaintitr took the 
wihness off the stand and had a secret talk with her. 
RebL.ePennington, Atty. 

In answer to this attempted reflection on the witness, and the 
plaintiff, council for the plaintiff desires to state that the 
question was propounded to the witness, with the expectation that 
council for the @@fendant would be in, and in waiting for him more 
than half an hour, the witness left the stand and circulated freely 
with the eight or ten people present, and thet she was not taken 
off the stand by the plaintiff at all. 

¢.T.Duncan, Atty.é&c. 

A-6. Well, he was real good and kind toward her in every way. *& 
Q-7. What was her treatment towards hin and state whether or not 
she was cheerful or otherewise, 

Objection: The latter part°of the foregoing question, as to 


whether the defendnat in this case was cheerful or not, upon the 
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occasion referred to, is objected to, because if answered one way 

or the other such answer would not be material to the issue involved 

in this case and does not prove or disprove any of the issues involved. 
R.LePennington, Atty. 

A~7. She seemed a little cool toward him, and she was not cheerful, 

but was crying. 

Q-8. How long did you stay there, and if any body went home with you 

state who it was? 

A-~8. I stayed there from 3 to 4 hours; Willie statted home with me » 


he asked his wife to go$with me,and after a while, she agreed to £0, 


vA 
and he saddled the horse for her and she went home with me. 

Q-9. How long did she stay? 

A-9. She stayed all night. 

Q~ 10. Please state when she prepared to start home ,if you asked 
her to take anything to your brother, and if so, state what it was 
and what she did or said about it. 

A-10. I asked her to take Willie some apples, and she refused and 
said he did not need them. 

Objection: The foregoing answer is objected to because imma- 
terial and irrelavant. ReLePennington, Atty. 
Q-11. How long was this before she went to her father's and failed 
to return to her home? | 
A-11. It was just a few days I think she went to her father's the 
next Sunday. 

A Continuing the answer to question number 6, I desire to further 
state that Will had the water carried for his wife and seemed to 
do everything to please her. He had the wood, water, and hired some 
one to help her to get the dinner, I was surprised to see that he 
was so brought under, and s00d to her, and necked around, 


Cross—examination. 


Q-1. Who did he hire to help get dinner that day? 


A-1. She told me she was a Young. | 


Q-2. This Yong woman had brought some berries there that day had 


she not? 





A-2. I think she had. 

Q-5. Mr. Neff or his wife had bought the berries from the woman 
had they not? 

A-3. Yes sirs Willie had bought the berries. 

Q-4. About how many berries were there. 

A-4, There were some two,three or four gallons; I think they were 
black berries. 

Q-5. Did the ‘Young woman eat cinner there that day? 

A-5. She did. 

Q-6. You say that Mr. Neff hired this woman to help get dinner, 
what dia he pay her? 

A-6. I do not know how much he paid her. 

Q-7. Do you Know that he paid her anything.? 

A-7. Yes sir‘ I seen hin. | 

Q-8. If you saw him pay her for helping get dinner, why is it that 
you cannot state how mich he paid her? 

A-8. I heard him tell her he would pay her for her berries an‘ hely- 
ing get dinner. I was not sticking around to sed how much he paid 
her, but saw her getting things out of the store. 

Q-9. How much charge did she make for helping get dinner, when 
Will told her that he would pay her for helping get dinner? 

A-9. I do not Know about that, as it was something I was not paying 
any attention to. 

Q-10. Are you certain that she made any charge at all for the little 
help she rendered about getting dinner? 

A-10. I think he told her he @ould pay her something for helping 
get dinner, I don't think she fixed any amount, but I think he 

went and gave her some tobacco. 

Q-ll. Did Mr. Neff engage this woman to help get dinner, or did she 
vohunteer her help to get dinner after ghe had brought the beries? 


A~l1l. He told her that #& he wished she would help Mary get dinner, 


and. told the little boy that was with her to £0 and bring some wood. 


Q-12.You say that Mr. Ne&@f had some one to carry in the wood and 
water, was not the spring from which the water was gotten a conaid- 


». 


. CTapn a a » 
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distance away and up a considerable hill? 
A-12. I do not Know any thing about the spring. 
Q.13. How do you Know that he kept the wood «nd water carried into 
the house? 
A- 13. I stated that he did that that day while I was there. I do 
not mean to state that he did that as a general bi” ia I do not 
know as to that. | | 
Q-14. In you examination in chief, you stated youxknyxxrdxhraxxNarr 
WOMeXWXXAXYOMXANLXAMEXAKXRAKMEXKELMRRRXKaAXKG that Mr. Neff asked 
his wife to go home with you and after awhile she agredd to go. 
Please state if you invited her home with you before Will asked her 
tO £06 
A-15. I invited he to go home with me, but I cannot say whether 
it was before or after Wilkie had asked her. 
Q-16. Did she make any ohjections to going home with you? 
A-16. I think she said she could not &o,that she had her berries 
to can. Willié told her to go ahead and can her berries and gat ready 
and £0. | 
Q-17. And did you not assist her in canning the berries and getting 
off with her that afternoon? 
A-17. I did not do anything as I remember of, but she canned the 
berries and then went with me. 
0-18. You stated in your examination in chief that she was epyaaen 
that day. Will you please state what she was crying about. 
A-18. I do not know, but she stated that people were talking about 
her. 
Q-19. What kind of talk; that is, was it with reference to her and 
her husband? 
A-19. She did not say what kind of talk. 
Q-20. Did she not tell you that her husband himself had been saying 


very imprudent and ugly things to people over the country about 
their relations with one another? 


A-20. She did not. 


Q-21. On that day that you were there did Say sfcucdah you the things 


about in the house, in way of furniture and other fixtures ,and after 
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shw had shown you these things did you not remark Lo her , seek "it 
was too much? ¢ Meaning thereby that they had too mich in the house. 
A~21.She did not show me anything as I remember of, except a set 
of spoons; and if I used the language above I do not remember any- 
thing about it. . 
Q-22. Had you not along with other members of your family, including 
your father and Will Neff, talked together and complained that Mrs. 
Neff's father had given Mary too much furniture and ought to have 
given her instead money or something that could have been used to 
make money, and had you not talked together that a portion of this 
stk ought to be sold and invested in the store,or somewhere where 
it would bring some return? 
A-28. There was nothing of the kind; no such conversation or talk 
was ever handled that I know anything about. 
Q—-23. What kind of apples did you have at your house at the time 
you spoke of in your examination in chief? 
A-23. Early June, red stripped apples. 
Q-24. Were they the first apples of the season that year? 
A~24. Yes sir. 
Q-25. Did you grow them on your own premises or get¥ them elsewhere? 
A-25. We raised them. We lived then at the Lucas place in Tenn. 
Q—-26. Had you offered Mrs. Neff any of the apples of the find that 
you say that you offered to send to your brother during her visit 
spoken of above? 
A-26. I had. 

| do these apples 


Q-27. What time in the year, spoken of mature? 


A-27. I do not remember, but along about the latter part of June or 


the first of July. Thev are the first apples that get ripe on our 


place. 


Q-28. Is this as early apple as you Know of in the country? 


A-28. It 18 as early as I know of. 


Q-29. Hopwmany apples cid you offer to send by Mrs. Neff to your 


brother? 


A-29. I never got agy amount of apples, I just told her that I would 
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like to send some spples by her to him, and she said he did not need 


them, and I did not set them. 


Rw@ex And further, this deponent sayeth eo 


Martha Medlock, a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, 
deposes and says:- 

Q-1. Do you know William E. Neff, and how long have you known him? 
A-1. I do; I have known him ever since he was a kid. 

Q-21 Do you know his wife Mary Neff; If so, how long have you knwon 
her? 

A-~2®. I make out to know her when I see her. I have known, in this way 


ieaued several years. 
Q-3. Did you hear of the fact of her going back to her father's 


Rol. 
and returning again to live with Mr. Neff. 


A-3. I never heard of it until after she was gone, I heard of it 
then. 
Q-4. On the day she went back +o her father's and @id not return, 
did you see her and William Neff if so, where did you see them? 
A-4. Ves siryI saw them at Will's fathers Jefferson Neff. 
Q-5. On that day, did you hear Mary have any talk with Jefferson™ 
Neff's Wife j. Af so, state what. she saia? 
A-5. I did. She said that William Neff would never remember finding 
a kid by her;and that is just all I know. 
Q-6. Is Jefferson Neff's wife with whom ,or to whom this conversa— 
tion was had, now living or dead? 
A-6. She is dead. 

Cross—examination. 
Q-1. What time in the day did Bill Neff and his wife come to Mr. 
Neff's? 
A-1. About ten or eleven oclock, I reckon. Bhey were there for din- 
ner. 7 


Q-2. Were you staying and working at Mr. Neff's ag COOK ,or in what 


capacity were you staying there? 
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A-2. I was living with them and doing anything they wanted me to do. 


Q-3. Did you cook dinner on the day you referred to above? 
A-3. I did. 
 Q-4. Did you see Mr. and Mrs. Will Neff before you got dinner ready? 
A-4. I did. 
Q-5. Had you had any talk with Mrs. Neff or had you heard any talk 
between her and Will's mother before dinner? 
A-5. I had not had any talk with her. I heard what I told you I 
heard above between her and Will's mother. 
Q-6. Did this conversation accur pefore or after dinner? 
A-6. Before dinner. 
Q-7. In which room of the house was it? 
A-7. They were in the sitting room adjoining the kitchen. 
Q-8. Were you in the same room, or were you in the kitchen at the 
time you heard this statement? 
A-8. I was in the kitchen. 
Q-3. What were you doing at the time vou heard this talk? 
A-9. I was getting dinner. 
Q-10. What particular part of the dinner were you attending to at 
this time? | 
A-10. I was setting the table. 
Q-1ll. Who else was in the room with Mary besides Will's mother? 
A-11. No one else at 311. 
Q-12. What did Mrs. Neff, Will's mother, say just previous to the 
statement you have just detailed that Mrs. Will Neff said? 
A-18. I do not reccollect. 
Q-13. Were they carrying on 92 conversation at the time? 
A-13. They were, 
0-14. Please give A“inole of the conversation you heard, 
A-14,. I have told you once all f heard and @lil I am going to tell 
you. 
Q-15. You stated above that you heard other conversations; now why 
is it that you refurse to tell the other part of the conversation? 


A-15. I stated above that I heard other talk,I do not know what was 
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said. I have told you above all that I heard. 

Q-16. Please tell what else was talked about while you were in the 
kitchen and Mary and Will's mother were in the sitting room. 

A-16. I cannot; I do not know. 

Q-17. Did you eat dinner that day in the same room the dinner was 
cooked in? 

A~17. We did. 

Q-18. What time in the year was it that you heard this talk? 

A-18. I do not recollect what time in the year it was. It was some- 
time about four yeard ago. 

Q-19. Was it in the spring, summer, fall or winter? 

A-19. It was in July or August one, I do not know which, I naver 
paid any attentiongto the time. 

Q-20. How old are you? 

A-~c0O. I am about 50 years old I reckon. 

Q-71. Where do you live? 

A.el. I am now living on H.C.Anderson's land. 


Q-22. Do you live alone? 


A.22. My sisters live with me. 


Q-23. What are you sisters names? 

A-23. Mary and Lucy. 

Q-24. Are either you or your sisters married? 

A-24. We are not. 

Q-25. Have either you or your sisters any children? 

Q-25. I have no children, one of my sisters has one child. 
Q-26. Is it black or white or mixed? 

This question is objected to because irretevant, immaterial 
and directly contrary to law and to various decisions of the Supreme 
Court of this state which is well known to the council asking the 
question or should be known to him. 

C.T.Duncan, Atty. 
A-26. It is not so black or so whites I reckon it is a mixed child. 
Q-27. What is your 6ccupation now? 


A-27,. Anything I can make a living at, or can do. 
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Q-28. Do you not mainly get your support doing washing for the folks 
in the neighborhood in which you live? 
A-28. By washing, hoeing corn or anything that comes up. 


queer And further,this deponent sayeth not. 


7) SS Oe aes ty So ca, ede bic sliaee, 
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Elizabeth Ellis, a witness of lawful age, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says:- 
0-1. Were you acquianted with W.E. & Mary E. Neff while they lived 
together? 
A-1. I was. 
Q-2. Were you about them during the time theyglived togethers what 
did you do for thems and how much were you about them? 
A-~2. I was about them during the time they lived together. I worked 
for them. I was there a right smart. I done her work ,such as washing 
most of the time: they lived together. 
Q-3. State whether or not William was good and kind to his wife 
while you were about them. 
A-~%. te Was kind to her what time I stayed there; I do not know how 
they got along afterwards. 
State, if you know, who carried in the water and made the fires? 
Mr. Neff or a little boy that stayed with them carried the wa- 
and built the fire in the stove while I was there. I never 
saw Mrs. Neff carry any water or build any fires while I was there. 
Q-5. What was the treatment and temper of Mrs. Neff towards Bill? 
A-5. L never saw her mistreat him while I was there} she was not 
talkative to him or to any one while I was there; she did not talk 
much to him or to me either while I was there. 
Q-6. If you ever heard Mr, Neff or his wife say anything apout 
kids or key ere oe state what they said. 
A-~6. I dids I heard Will one day when I was over there say that he 
was 30 nice fixed in his house that all he lacked was a little 
kid or baby. I told him that I wished he had about 25. His wife told 


him that he would never be able to buy one. 
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Q-7. How long was this before she left and did not return? 
A-7. It was along in the summer pretty shortly after they moved 
dowm to Ann, Va. | 
Q-8. Has Mary Neff ever been back to her husband's home or to where 
eee were living since she left there, now nearly four years ago? 
A-8. I could not tell you; I have never seen her. 
Q-9. Were they well and comfortably situated in their house? 
A-~9. I thought they were well fixed; they had plenty in their house. 
Q-10. Did they Keep plenty to eat? 
A-10. Yes sir, they kept plenty to eat while I was there. 
Cross—examination. 

Q-1l. How old are you? 
A~1l. I am 52 years old. 

Have. you any children?How many? 

Yes sirg I have three. 

Is your husband living? 

I never was married. 

Your children then are illegitimate? 

They are. 

Where do now live? 

I. live on Mr. George Minton's land, about 15 miles from here, 


No you live in a house by yourself? onwith some one? 


A-o+-- 
A-6. I live in a house mith my ese ‘who is grown and married. 


Q-7. Do you make your own support, or does your son furnish it to 
you? 

A-7. My children furnishes me the principal part of what I go on; 
I wash about some for people. , 

Q-8. When did Mr. Neff first approach you about being a witness in 
this case? 

A-8. It was day before yesterday evening. 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 
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Miss Mollie Scott, a witness of lawful age, being Pirst duly 
sworn, feposes and s3ays:3-— 
Q-1. Are you acquainted with Mary E. Neff, wife of W.E.Neff? 
A-1. I never saw her but one time to know her, and that was at 


the Association at Jonesville last year. 


Q-2.. On that occasion did Mra. Neff ha@fany conversation with you 


about her husband; please state what she said as near as you can 
remember it. 
A-2. I had a conversation with Mrs. Neff. She asked me some question 
concerning Mr. Neff. She told me that she would five him a divorce 
for $1000.00. She asked me iff I had ever heard anything Ba70.0. 07 
if I heard him say anything about getting a divorce, or at least 
had ever heard any tal about it @in any way. I told her T haa not 
myself heard him say anything about it. This i8 all I remember. 
Q-3. Was it after sné had asked you whether you had aver heard Mr, 
Neff say anything about getting a divorce, or before, she used those 
words that she made the remark that she would give himga divorce 
for $1000.009 
A~3. It was afterwards I think. 
Cross—examination,. 
Q-1. How old are you? 
A-1. I am 28 years old, and am single. 
Q-2. Where do you live? 
A-2. I live about 10 miles west of Jonesville and live with my father 
on his farm. My father's name is AedeScott. 
Q-3. How far do you live from where W.HE.Neff is selling goods? 
A-3. From a half to a mile. 
Q-4. When was the last time you talked with Mr. Neff about peing 
a witness in this case?. 
A-4. Last Satuaday. 
Q-5. Did you tell him what you have stated in this deposition? 
A-5. I did. | 
Q-6. Had he ever talked about it before? 
A-6. I don't recollect that he ever had. 


Q-7. Did you know Mrs. Neff prior to the last association» 
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A-7. That was my first acquaintance with her. 

Q-8. Did you introduce yourself to her? 

A-8. I do not recollect. 

Q-9. By way of refreshing your memory , I ask you to state if on that 
Sahizgay you.did not hear some of Mr. Mise's folks ask her to take 
dinner with them,calling her Mrs. Neff, and did you not eat dinner 
With Mr. Mise's family that day, and did not Mrs. Neff eat dinner 
with Mrs. sparks! family, and after dinner was over did not you go 
to where Mrs. Neff was and ask her if that was not Will Neff's wife, 
and to which she replied that it was, and did you not then ask her 
very Kindly if she had any objections or would, allow any one to talk 
to her on the subject of herself and Mr. Neff, to which Mrs. Neff 
replied that she had no objections ,if nothing was said out of the 
way ,and was not this the way in which you and Mrs. Neff first be- 
came acquainted? If it was not exactly as I have stated in the 
question,please state just how it was as you recollect. 

A-9. It was not exactly as stated by you in the question. I did 

not eat dinner with any one that day, although I was around the 


tables of Mr. Mise and Mr. Sparks, who had their dtnners together. 


I did not eat any dinner myself. As wellas I can recollect our 


acquaintance came about about as you have stated. I did not pay 
much attention to the matter. I did not charge my memory. 

Q-10. In the same conversation ,or on the game occasion at least, 
did not you and her talk about fixing up the differences between 
her and her husband? 

A-20. We did not. 

Q-11l. Did you not ask her i* she would five Mr. Neff a divorce, 

and did she not reply that she would but not for less than $1000.00, 
or words to that effect? 

A-l1l. I did not ask her that question. 

Q-12. Did you and her not stay together most all of that afternoon? 
and part of the next day? 

A-12. I think I was with her about half that afternoon on Saturday 


and during the services on sunday. 
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Q-13. During that time you were together, did you and her not talk 
together about the matter of separation of her and her husband, of 
trying to get the differences reconciled, and also about the divorce? 
A.13. She asked me some questions about Mr. Neff, or some few ques-— 


tions. 


Q-14. Did she not ask you if you had heard anything about Will 


trying to geta divorce¥and did you not tell her that you had heard 
some talk of it, and that he had said he would have brought suit 
long ago, but that people had told him if he did it would break him 
up,oP words to that effect? 

A-14. I did not use ene such language. She asked me if I had ever 
heard him say he was going to get a divorce, or heard any one else 
say, I told her that I had not. 

Q-15. Was there anything at all said in the conversation you had 
with her about fixing wp the differences and going back and live 
together? 

A-15. I do not recollect. As I told you in the sezinning, I did not 
charge my memory with the conversation. 

Q-16. By way of refreshing your memory, I will mkakr ask you to 
state if Mrs. Neff did not ask you to tell Will to come over and 
see her and they would talk the matter over? 

Ae-- No sir. 

Q.16.--— Was not the odject of your conversation with her to 
try to get this man and wife back together? 

A.-- It was not. I was not interested im it anv way at all. 

Q.18.-- I will ask you to state then why it was you anproached 
this woman in reference to this very delicate matter when your 
object was not to try to conciliate matters and ask her if she 
objected to talkibg about it, when you say that you have no inter-— 
est in the matter at all? 

A.-- [ had no particular object in view; we just fell in togeth- 
er, and she ask me some questions concerning Mr. Neff as I have ¥. 
told you several times. 

Q.19.-- Did you not just state above that you asked Mrs. NefP if 


she had any objection to you talkins about the matter? 
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A.-- I did not. 

Q.20.-- Why was 4+ that you approached Mrs. Neff and asked her 
if she was Will Neff's wife? 

A.—-- Beeause I wished to know, [I Suppose. 

Q.21.-- What was your object in wishing to know? 

A.-- Nothing particularly. 

Q.22.-- Is it not a fact nat’ were interested in Mr. Neff? 

A.-- No sir; I was not interested in him at all. 

Q.23.-— Do yo. not frequently visit his store, laugh and talk 
with him on terms of familiarity, as much,or more 80, than if he 
were a single man? 

A.-- I go to the store very often, when I have business to go, 
and I talk with Mr. Neff just as I would talk to you or any other 
man with whom I have business. 

Q.28.-- At the time of the Association above spoken of, did not 
Mrs. Neff tell you that she had heard that Mr. Neff hac pought 
and put upon the arm of a girl by the name of Andks, a pracelet, 
and did she not ask you to ascertain for her whether or not this 
was true and did you not promise her that you would do so? 

A.-- I don't recollect that Mrs. Neff told me that she had heard 
that Mr. Neff had bought a bracelet and given it to a girl by the 

she might havé 
name of Andis‘ I am not certain about that, and I have nox re- 
collection of her asking meé to ascerteain whether or not this was 


ture, or of my promising to find out for her. 


And. further, this deponent saith note 


t- ~J 
The further taking of these depositions is continued until 


tomorrow morning at nine o'elock at the same place. 
| 
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Harrison Orrick, a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn, 
deposes and says:- 


Q-1. State how old you are. 
A-1. I am 14 years old. 
Q-<. Did you live with W.E.Neff and his wife any time, if so, how 
long? 
A-—-2. I did live with them four months. 
How long azo has that peen? 
Four years ago. 
During the time you lived with them, who got you to stay there? 
W.HNeff. 
State whether or not Mr.Neff was kind and agreeable to aia wife. 
He was. 
State whether his wife was kind to him? 
A-6. Not much. 
Q-7. State anything you ever saw her do to hin. 
A-7. I saw her spit in Xhis face three times, over an iron; I mean 
over a smoothing iron. 


Q-8. Where did she sleep during the time you stayed with theme "en 
ghe was at home? 


A-8. She slept by herself, in a different room a part of the time. 

Q-9. State if you know, when she was sleeping by herself in a dif- 

ferent room, whether or not she Kept the door locked between her 

and Mr.Neff. 

Aw9. She kept it locked some_times. 

Q-10. When this was going on, state whether or not you ever heard — 

Mr.Neff beg her to sleep with him? 

* The foregoing question is objected to because immaterial. 
R.LPennington, Atty. 

A-10. I did hear him beg her two or three times. 


ji . 
Q-12. What would she,of do when he would beg her? 


A-12. She would: not do it, 
Q-13. Did you ever hear her say anything about having any babies# 


if 80, what did she say? 
A~13. She said she would never have any Kids by baldheaded Bill Neff. 
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Q-14. Were you there wher ayes end Mr.Neff left to go to her father's 
and she did't come back? 
A~-14. I was. 
Q-15. State whether or not she came back home with hin. 
A-15. She did not. 
Q-16. How long did you stay with Mr.Neff after she left? 
A-16. A week. 
0-17. During that week please state if Mr.Munsey came there after 
any of Mrs.Neff's property’? ; 
A~17. He did; he came there after a cow. 
Q-18. A few days before she left on that Sunday, state whether or 
not Mrs.Neff sent you to the store after any boxes for her? 
A-18. She sent me for two wooden boxes. 
Q-19. Did you get them? 
A-19. I got them for her. 
Q-20. Tell, if you know, what she did with the boxes. 
A-20. She put her ne pte in them. 
Q-21. How many days was that ,as nearly as you can tell before she 
left? 


A-21. Abot three or four days. 


Q--22. Tell whether or not there was any shooting aroud down there 


about Bill Neff's home, and who did it? 
A-22. I saw some shooting; Mrs. Neff did it. 
Q-23. Where was Will when she done the shooting? 
A-23. He was coming from Surgener's. 
Q-24. Did she say anything to him when he came up about the shooting 
if so, teil what she said as nearly as you can remember it. 
A--24. She said she would shoot hin. 
Q-25. Do you know what caused her to do that shooting? 
A-25. She was mad and mean. 
Q-26. Do you Know what she was mad at? 
No, sir. 


Was it in the day time or in the night she was doing that shoot- 


It was about 5 o'clock in the evening. 
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Q-28. Before Mrs. Neff left her home, as stated by you above, did 
you ever hear ner pe Satie about leaving; if so, tell what she 
said? 

A-28. -L heard her say something about leaving. I have forgotten the 
ana of Shee she Sei, ne she said she would leave him. See Var 


“me Pomende answer, as written above, as the answer of the witness, 
is objected to because the answer of the witness is not expressed 
in the language used by him, and because the officer taking the depo- 
tions refuses to state the answer of the witness in the identical 
language used by him as attorney for the defendant understood him 
and insisted upon its being written. 

R.l.Pennington, atty. for deft. 

The commissioner emphatueally denies the above statement as 
satrue. He has done everything in his power to get down in exact 
terms exactly what the witness stated. The Commissioner has no 
interest whatever in thescase and has no desire to write any- 
thing except what the witness has said, and he calls upon the bystand— 
ers to witness the fact that he has recorded what the witnessg has 


said. | | r 
A. M. Goins, Commissioner in Chy. 


There i383 no reflection intended upon the officer taking these 
depositions whatever, and the OE Nee ocd for the derendant present 
thinks that the officer became unnecessarily offended ,and while 
he beleives that the officer was trying to fret the sense of what 
the witness had said he did not think that he was fetting his lan- 
guage, and therefore made the objection thinking that the construe-_ 


tion which the officer put wpon the answer was different from the 


A 
meaning as it present, itself to the attorney® for the defendant. 


R. Le Pennington, atty. 


The answer of the witness,as witten above by the Commissioner, 


is exactly as we understood the witness to answer, and we have no 
reason to beleive, and do not beleive, at ‘the Sis el cecteget hes. 
intentionally misquote a witn ae : | 3 | 
in favor of or against Re re C 
attys. 
c.@.Duncan and B.H.Sewell, — 
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X-Examination. 

Where do you live? 

I live in Lee county, on Sugar Run. 

Who do you live with? 

W111 Orick. 

What do you do? 

Work in the cornfield. 

Did you ever go to school any? 

Yes, sir. 

When was the first school you ever went to? 

When I was six years old. 
Q-6. Sould you read and write when you was staying at Mr.Neff's? 
A-6. I cohld read a little, but could not write much. 
Qv7. What do you atudy now when you go to school? 
A-7. Third reader.and arithmetic. 
0-8. How do you Know you stayed at Will Neff's four month*s? 
A.8. I counted it up. 
Q—-9. When did you count it? 
A-9. I counted it up about a year ago. 
Q-10. How many years was that after you quit staying there? 
A-10. Four years. 
Q—-11. How did it come about that you got to counting it up about a 
year ago? 
A-11. I just got to thinking about it. 
Q-12. What made you think about it at that time? 
A-12. I just happened to think about it. 
Q-13. Had Mr.Neff been to see you about being a witness in this case 
about that time,that you got to counting it up? > 
A-14. Yes, sir. 
Q-15. Did Mr. Neff tell you what he wanted you feu to state in the 
case? | 
A-15. He said he wanted me to tell all I knowed. ‘ 
0-16. Did you tell him what you Knew then about the case? 


A-16. Yes, sir. 


Q-17. What months in the year was it that you stayed at Mr. Neff's? 
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A-17. June when I went there; I left in Sept. June July, Aug. & Sept. 

Q—-18. Did you ever see Mr.Neff while you were staying there at his 

House Slapping his wife's jaws while they were fursing at eachother? 

A-18. I never geen it. 

Q-19. When the smoothing iron difficulty, or Puss, came up, Mrs.Neff 

had sent you to borrow some smoothing irons from Mr.McClures, had 

she not? 

A-19. She had. 

Q-20. When Mr.Neff came in and found that his wife had sent you to 
the irons. 

borrow, he fussed and quarreled about it didjnt he? Tell what he said 

apout it. 

A-20. He said she could have irons from the store. He did not fuss 

and quarrel about it. 

Q-21. He made you take the irons back, did'nt he, before she used 

them? 

A-21. No, sir. 

Q-22. Who took the irons back? 

A-22. I took them back after she got done ironing. 

Q-23. Is it not a fact that you were made to take those irons back 

before they were used, and did not Mrs.Neff try to get you to just 


let them alone, and Mr.Neff made you take them back any way? 


H4ZERX The first paragraph in this question is objected to, because 


the witness has just answeres, in his second answer above,that very 
question. ¢.T.Duncan, Atty. 
A~-23. It was not a fact; Mrs. Neff did not try to get me to let them 
alone, and Mr.Neff did not make me take them back. 
Q-24. Then they had no fuss about the smoothing irons did they? 
A-24. She spit in his face. 
Q-25. What was he doing when she spit in his face? 
A-25. He was not doing anything. 
Q-26. Was he saying anything?. 

No, he was not saying anything. 

Was he sitting up, standing up, or lying down? 


He was standing up. 





40. 
Q-28. Were they both in the same room at the time? 
A-28. Yes, sir. 
Q-29. Which room were they in? 
A-29. In the big house; in the sitting house. 
Q-30. Without him saying a word to her, or she saying a word to hin, 
she just walked up and spat in his face, did she? 
A-30. He said she could get irons there in the store, and she walked 
up and spit in his face. 
Q-51. How many times did he tell her that she could get irons in the 
store? 
A-31. About twice. 
Q-34. Did he tell her that he did not want her to be going around 
borrowing irons¥ that she could get irons at the store? 
A~Sh6 NO O-Sirs 
Q-33. Did he have any objections to her borrowing the irons? 
A-33. I do not know, 
Q-354. Why then did he tell her she could get irons at the store? 
A-34. Because it was closer. 
Q-35. Did he say it was closer, was the reason? 
A-35. He said she could get irons there at the store, it was closer. 
Q-56. Then he did not want her going around borrowing irons, did*aey 
he?. 
A-56. He never sahd anything about it. 
Q-57. Are you sure and certain that Mrs .Neff used those irons before 
you took them back to Mr.McClure's? 
A~37. Yes, sir. 
Q-38. Where did Mr.Neff sleep during the time you stayed at Mr .Neffis¥ 
A-38. He slep part of the time at the store and part of the time at 
the house. 3 
Q-39. Where did he stay the first night you went there? 


A-39. He stayed in the store house. 


Q-40. What time did you get there that day that you went to stay 


with Mr.Neff? 
A-40. About the middle of the evening. 


Q-41. Where did Mr.Neff tell you you could sleep? 


A~41. He never told me at all. 





Q-42. Did he tell has wife where to put vou to sleep? 

A-42. He did not. 

Q-43. In your examination in chief, you said that Mrs.Neff said , "She 
would never have any kids by baldheatted Bill Neff". When did she tell 
you this,if you know?, 

4-43. She told him that. It while I was staying there; sometime after 
WEREX I had been there. 

Q-44. Tell just exactly the words she used about that. 

A-44. She said she was not aiming to have any Kids by baldheaded Bill 
Neff, and she hit him with a stick of candy. 

Q-45. Were they having a fuss? 

A-45. No,sir. 

Q-46. Were they playing with each other? 

A-46. No, sir. 

Q-47. What did Mrs.Neff put in the boxes she sent you after, was it 
bed clothes? 

A-47. Some clothes and some bed clothes. 

Q-48. Was there one or two of the boxes, or three? 

A-48. There “resc two. 

Q-49. Did you not burst up some of those boxes you had zot at the 
store for wood? 

A-49. No,sir. 

Q-50. Did you never go to the store and get some boxes and burst 
them up for wood? 

A-50. No, sir. 

Q-51.What time in the day was it when you got the boxes? 

A-51. It was in the morning, along up towards dinner. 


Did you carry both of the boxes at one load? 


A-52. I never carried the boxes; she brought them. 
0-53 
A 


—-53 ® Yes % 


- Then Mrs. Neff went and got the boxes herself, did she? 


Q-54. Question 18 of your examination in chief, Judge Duncan and Mr. 
sewell agnked you this question, "A few days before she left on that 


Sunday, state whether or not Mrs.Neff sent you to the store after 





any boxes for her?! In answer to which you said ,"She sent me for two 
wooden boxes". These attorneys then asked you this question, "Did 
you get them?" In answer to which you said, "I got them for her." Now 
is it you told me that Mrs.Neff got the boxes her self, and why 
it you told the other gentlemen that Mrs.Nefr sent you after 
boxes and you got them for her? 
A-54. I got them and left them, is what I meant. 
Q-55. Got them where? 
A-55. At the store. 
Q-56. Lefé them where? 
At the store, 
Where were you when the shooting you told about occurred? 
I was with Bill coming from Pig Suremer's,. 


How far from Pig Surgner's were you when you heard@ the shoot— 


I was behind Mr.Neff's house, where I stayed. 
iow far from the house were you? 
15 steps, guessing at it. 
Where was Will Neff? 
Ne was in front of me. 
Where was the shooting you saw? 
In the yard, in front of the front door. 
You were on the back side of the house,were you not? 
Yes, sir. 
Q-63. Now, if you were on the back side of the house and she were on 
the front side of the house, how could you see? 
A-~63. She just shot once before we got there. 
Q-64. Then you did not see the Shooting, did you? 
A-64. Yes, I saw her shoot once. 
2-65. In which hand did she have the gun? 
A-65. She had in both of them. 


Q-66. How could you see her with the gun in both hands when she was 


l Oeq, 
On one side of the -house and ae! on the other, oo gee over 


the top of the house?, 





43. 
This question is objected to, because it is assuming a state 
of facts different to which the witness has testified, the witness 
has stated that there was only one shot fired while he was behind 


the house, and that another shot was fired after he got there, mean- 


ing after he got to where Mrs.Neff was, which last named shot he saw. 


¢.T.Duncan, Atty. 
A-66. She shot once after we got around there. 
Q-67. Was not this answer which you have just given suggested by the 
objection which Judge Duncan has just dictated to Mr.Goins? 

Objected to, because my objection states exactly what it is, 
and the foregoing answers of the witness show exactly what the wit-— 
ness says, and that shows that fhe says one shotwas fired before 
and the other after hexmadstirewex was behind the house. 

¢.T.Duncan, Atty. 
A-67. No, sir. 
0-68. In your examination in chief you said in answer to question 
22, "I saw some shooting; Mrs.Neff did it". In answer to question 
7 of cross examination, which question was, “Where were you when 
the shooting you told about occurred". In answer to which you said, 
"I was with Bill coming from Pig Surgner's". You were then asked , 
"How far from Pig Surgner's", and you said you were behind Mr.Neff's 
house--15 steps, guessing at it". Now why is it that you did not tell 
me that you were on the front side of the house when you saw this 
shooting, instead of answering the questions as you did above? 

The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected to, 
because the witness has told the examiner,in the quotations he has 
just made in his question just exactly where he was , and it is im- 
proper to agk him to tell why he was not at another place. 

C.T.Puncan, Atty. 
A-68. I do not understand the question. 
Q-69. How many shoots did you hear? 


A-69 ° Two a 


Q-70. Where were you standing when you saw Mrs.Neff shoot the gun 


off? 





A-70. In the yard. 

71. In the front or in the back? 

A-71. In fromt. 

Q-72. How close were tou to Mra.Neff? 

A-723. About ten steps. 

Q-73. How much closer if any was Mr.Neff? 

A-75. He was not any closer; he was in front of me, sorter on my side; 


he was about eight steps, two steps closer than me. 


Q-74. Were you and Mr.Neff coming pretty fast ¥arter you heard the 


first shot? 

A~74, Notmuch. 

Q-75. How many steps do you guess it to be from where you heard the 
first shot to the place where you were when the sencona shot was fired, 
which you say you saw? 

A-75. About 20 steps. 

Q-76. What kind of a gun was that Mrsa.Neff had? Was it a rifle, sin- 
gle shot, or shot gun, single or double barrelled? 

A-76. It was a double& barrel shot gun. 

Q-77. What did Mr.Neff say to his wife when he came up? 

A-77. He asked herif she could shoot. 

Q-78. Bhat did she say? 

A-73. She said yes she could shoot, and would shoot him too. 

Q-79. She was pretty mad about it,was'nt she? 

A-79. I do not Know. | 

Q-80. Did she talk like she was mad? 

A-80. She talked like she was mad. 

Q-81. What did she do with the gun after you and Mr.Neff came? 
A-81. She set it down in the room in the BeeeeexX corner. 

Q-82. In your examination in chief, you stated that Mrs.Neff said 
that she would shoot him. In answer to my question you say that she 


said she coyld shoot him. Which is rignt? 
ATA 2) die equid shoot him. 
Q-83. Do you know what Mrs.Neff was shooting at that night, if it 


was night? 


ee Me Fn 
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Q-84. Do you know what caused her to do that shooting? 

A.--I do not. 

%-85.-- In answer to this same question,No. 25,in your examination 
in chief, yous said "She was mad and mean”. Now why did you tell 
the other gentlemen that she was mad and mam was the reason she did 
the shooting, and then tell me when I ask you the same question 
that you did not know why? 

A.—- I thought you meant what she was shooting at. 

Q.$6.-- Do you remember what she was mad about? 

A.-- I do not. | 

Q.87.-— What mate you think she was mean? 


A.-- Cause she was shooting. 


h Q.88.-—- Did Mrs. Neff ever say anything to you or any other per— 
inf 
{son 


in your presence about leaving Mr. Neff? 
A.-- She never said anything about it to me, and did not say any- 
thing to anybody else in my presence. 
Q.89.-— How old were you when you were staying at Mr. Neff's? 
A.-- I was ten years old. 
Q.@0.-- Have you told everything that you remember about the 
shooting? 
A.-- I have. 
Q-81.—-- When you went up to Mr. Surgener's with Mr. Neff, did 
you and Mr. Neff find Mr. Surgener at home? 
A.-~ I was with Mr. Neff at Surgener's, and he was up there. 
Q.92.-- Did Mr. Neff and Mr. Surgener have any talk about any- 
thing, if 30, what was it they talked about? 
A.-- No, sir. 
Q.-93.-- How long did you and Mr. Neff stay? 
A.-- Did not stay long. 
Q.94.-- Who did Mr. Neff talk to while he was up there? 
A.-- Mr. Surgener. 
Q.95.-- Who did Mr. Sursener talk to while Mr. Neff mere up there? 
A.~-- With Mr. Neff. 


Q-96.-- Now in answer to question 92,in which I asked you if Mr. 





surgener and Mr. Neff had any talk about anything, to which you an- 
awered, “no sir, then I asked you in question 94,who did Mr. Neff 
talk to while he was up there, and you said Mr. surcener, and then 
I asked you who Mr, Surgener talked to while Mr. Neff was up there, 
and you said with Mr. Neff. Now why is it that you tell me in one 
place they had no talk about anything ,and yet in another question 
say they both talked to each other? 

A.-- I thought the first time that you meant Mrs. Surgener,. 

RERRACKX 

And further, this deponent saith not. 
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D.Sfly, a witness of lawful age,being first fuly sworn deposes 


and says:- 

0-1 State your age, residence and occupation. 
A~1l. I whll be 49 the 28th of this month; Beech Springs,Va.,; a farmer. 
Q-2. Are you acquainted with William E.Neff and Mary E.Neff his wife? 
A-2. I am. 3 

Q-3. State if you have gone to see Mra.Neff at any time since the 
Nov.term of the Circuit court at the request of Wm.Neff, and if so, 
what did you go for? | 
KR-3. Yes, sir! I went. I went with Dow Smith, we went to take a let- 
ter over there. 

Q-4. I will ask you if that letter was read to you, and I now hand 
you what purports to be a copy of said letter, and ask you to exam-— 
ine it and say whether you think it is a copy of the letter you car- 
ried and delivered to Mrs.Neff, and I ask you to file it with your 
deposition, marked No.1. 

The foregoing question and answer thereto and the exhibit asked 

th be filed, is objected to, because said letter referre@ to is a 
proposition of compromise offered after the plaintiff had brought 
his suit, and upon that ground is inadmissible as evidence against 
the defendant; and further because the defendant's contention in 
this case is that she was deserted by the plaintiff, and for the 
number of years which the statute provides shall give her a divorce, 
and if she is right in her contention the plaintiff in this case 
cannot unmake her case by Ma offering to take her back to his home 
without her consent. And counsel for defendant desires to make this 
objection general to each and every piece of evidence that may be 
offered by the paaintiff in regard to a compromise or reconciliation 
which has occurred simce the pring Of this suit, and by conset of 
attorneys upon the other side this objection is made once for all, 
and applies to exhibits Siiimcuedmem 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and note, 
which are here filed subject said objection. 


R.L.Pennington, Atty. 


Beant We, as attorneys for the plaintiff, agree that said objection 
may apply to each of said exhibits the same as if made to each 2& 





Duncan & Cridlin and B.H.Sewell, Attys. 

A-4. I think the letter you hand me is the same letter Mr.Smith and 
I carried to Mrs.Neff, and I file it marked as requested. 
Q-5. Did you make pa other visit to the place where Mrs.Neff is or 
was living, either for or with Mr.Neff? 
A-5. I went over therewith Will Neff. 
Q-6. For what purpose did you and Mr.Neff go? 
A-6. He asked me to go over there with him after his wife. We went 
in a two horse, two seated, open, spring, vehicle. 
Q-7. Did ye git her? 

A.-- No sir, she did not come. 


Bg 
Cross Examination. 


X.Qe1.-~- Have you not been attending the taking of these deposi- 
tions every day since we have been engaged therein? 

A.-- Ye3,sir, I have been here every day. 

X.Q.4.-- Were you sumnoned by Mr. Neff to attend each day that 
you have been here? 

Ae-- I came to the carding machine the first day, and that was why 
I was here then. I was not summoned and have not been summoned at 
all. 

A.9.5.-—- How did it happen that you have been here the other & 
days except the day you have already explained without being 
summoned? 

X.Q.4.-~ The most that I came for was to hear Will Neff testi- 
fy, and I did not know what day he would be put on, and I came to 


hear the evidence generally. 


X.Q.5.-— Have you been helping Mr. Netseet up his witnesses in 


this case, talking to people for him, finding out what he might 
be able to prove by different parties, and taking a general inter— 


est in his behalf? 
A.-~- I have not been helping him get up his witnesses. I have 


not been talking to people for him. I have’been in conversation 





with some of his witnesses, but no more than I would have talked 
to hers if I had been with them. I have not been taking any gener- 
al interest in this suit in his behalf. 

X.Q.6.—— Who took the letter when you and Dow Smith went to Mr. 
Munsey'!s? 

A.-- Dow Smith. 

X.Q.7.-- Why did you go? 

A.-- Because Dow asked me to go with him, and Will might have 
asked me to go, I am not certain about that, but [I guess the he 
did. 

X.Q.8.-- Did they state why they wanted you to go, if so state 


what were their reasons? 


did 
Ae-- I don't know as they, I don't think that they did. Dow might 


have wanted me to go for company, bit don't know that he statede 


why: 


X.Q.9.-—— Did not Mr. Neff or Mr. Smith one or both of them, tell 
you that they wanted you to go with Mr. Smith as a witness to the 
fact that Mr. Smith should deliver the letter which he had to Mrs. 
Neff? 

A.-- No sir, they did not. 

X.Q.10.—-- Did they not want you to go,and so state to you,as 
a WL RHP BRO any statement that you might, along with Mr. Smith, get 
from Mrs. Neff? 

er 

A.-- No sir, they es ie anything about it when we went. 

X.Q.11. How far was it from where you went with Mr. Smith over 
to Mr. Munsey's and back? 

A.-- I don't Know,it was the first time I was ever at Mr. Munsey' a) 
I would think. it was something like 18 miles there and back, or 
9 each way. 

X.Q.12.-- And you know of no other rerson do you, why you were 
wanted to go except as company for Mr. Smith over there and back, 
do you? 


A.-- [ told you that I do not Know why he wanted me to go, whether 


for company or not; if they had anv other reason they did not name 





1% to me. 


X.Q-15.-- Did you get any pay for going over there with Mr. Smith? 


A.-- No sir, I never charged him anything. I went to the rail-— 


for him 
road one day, and lost my gloves, and soon aftervards he gave me a 


pair of gloves saying that I had been kind to him. I don't know 
whether he intended this as pay for mp foing over xkuenxarxnetx 
to Mr. Munsey's or not. He was paylng me for the hauling from the 
railroad. Often when I am coming from the railroad I bring little 
things for him and don't charge him anything for it. 

X.Q.14.-- Did you not yourself expect when you went with Mr. 
Smith that if anything was said by Mrs. Neff when you went to take 
the letter with Mr. Smith, which would be of service to Mr. Neff in 
this suit, to become a witness in his behalf? 

ObjJ.-- The foregoing question and the answer thereto is dbjected 
to as evidence, because the expectation of the witness if he had any, 
aan in no way affect Mr. Neff, and for the further reason that said 
question, like several that have preceded it is no part of the cross 
examination,and the time has not come yet for the defendant to in- 


troduce her testimony. 
¢.T.Duncan and B.8.Sewell. 


Ae~: I did not. 

X.Q.15.-~ Are you in the habit of riding with fellows long dis— 
tances like 18 miles for no purpose that you know of except possi- 
bly to Keep them company? 

A.-- No sir, I am not, and I would not make a habit of going with 
him, but I went with him that tine. 

X.Q.16.-—- What were you doing that day before you statrted with 
Mr. Smith? 

A.—~ LAPRRAMERENEAM AAKXMERRMXKEXNEXWLARRX Are you a fool, or hard 
of understanding 7 This is the thtPi time that I have stated what 
I was doing. tL was moving Mrs. ieune A my place. 

X.Q.17.-- What time in the day was it when Mr. Smith approached 
you? 


A.-- It was in the morning something near 10 o'clock I guess. 


I think I had havded one load. 





X.Q.18.—-- Who was helping you? 
A.-- Mr. 0.0.Blankenship,sr. was hauling with his team. 
X.Q.19.-- I thought I understood you to say while ago, which state- 
ment was not written down, that you took your horse out of the 
wagon and your son pub his horse in his stead, is this right? 
A.~-- Yos sir. 
X.Q.20.-- Then you must have had more than one team. 
A.-~ Mr. Blankenship was hauling with his team and I was hauling 
with mine. 
X.Q.21.--— Who did you get in your place to drive when you lert 
the wagon and went with Mr. Smith? 
A.-- Jessee Mise. 
X.0.28.-- How much did you pay Jessee Mise for taking your 
place? 
Obj.-- Objected to because immaterial and no part of the cross 
examination. 0.7.Duncankt and B.H.Sewell. for plff. 
A.-- I got nothing for hauling and I paid Jessee nothing for 


taking my place. 


And further this devonent saith not. — 


Chai. Se eh, 


The further taking of these depositions is continused until: to mor- 


row morning at 9 o'clock at the same place. 


lll, Los 


Cocco eereeeeeeseres 


Comr. in Oh'y. 


June 12th, 1903: Met pursuant. AM 
eevee e @ @ De he Se 


Comr. in CGnh'y. 
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W.E.Neff, the plaintiff in this cause, a witness of lawful age, be- 
ing first duly sworn, deposes and says:- 
ger. State your are, residence and occupation. 
A-1. I am 39 years old as shownby the record; I Lave at Beech spring, 
Va.; and am a merchant and farmer. 
Q-2. Please state as nearly as you remember when you and the defen- 
dat, Mary HNefr, were married to eachother. 
f-2. I was thinking that it was About the 13th of April, 1899; the 
records will show. 
Q-3. Where were you married? 
A-~3. At the residence of Jas.J.Munsey, in Lee county, Va. 
Q-4. At the time of said marriage were you and the said Mary E.Neff 
poth residenéé of Lee county, Va., and have you so remained residents 
ever since? 
A-4,. Yes, sil 
HRRXXKMWX HHSHKALLARXRARXANHAX LNBX MALAXMARRXEXXRALAXMALKABAXR 

All the testimony of this witness, in so far as the same relates 
to a divorce, is objected to, because he is an incompetent witness 
upon that question, and this objection is now made once for all in 
regard to his testimony, but defendant's counsel supposes that his 
testimony, in so far as the same may relate to the question of ali- 
mony involved in this case,he would be a competent witness. 

| R.LePennington, Atty. 

Q-5. How long after your marriage tilt you and your wife went to 
housekeeping? 3 


A-8. From eight days to two weeks. 


Any testimony that this witness may offer to give réarding any 


communications made between himself and wife is objected to as ev- 
idence in this case because the same is incompetent as such without 
the assent of the defendant, which has never been given, but which 
is hereby expressly refused. See sec. 3346 Code of Va., as amended 
py Acts 97-8, p.753. R.LePennington, Atty. 

Q-S. How long did you and your wife live together? 
A-6. About four months. 


0-7. kt the esl 6F +hp fomr months whet ecenmed? 





53 « 
Q~7. State whether or not during the time you and your wife lived 
together you provided for her as comfortable a home as yourmeans 
would permit? 
A-7. I consider so. 

others 

Q-8. State whether or not you emlayed. te assist or shield her from 
work and attending to household affairs, and if you say you did, 
tell who you employed. 
A-8. I did; I first employed Harrison Orrick, who stayed with us all 
the time; Francis Whisman, who stayed with us a part of the time, 
and I employed Elizabeth Ellis to do the washing for us, I sometimes 
employed other girls to help her. I also had a clerk in the store 
most of the time, who would some timesbring wood for her. 
Q-9. Now please state whether or not during all that time you treat- 
ed her kindly and used all your efforts to make home Pleasant and 
attractive for your wife. 
A~9. I did ever thing I could, in my way. 
WAXB. Q-10. Now please state what your way was. 
A~10. I never aimed to give her an unkind word, and did not. I treat- 
ed her as Kindly as I could; she had every thing about the house she 


wanted; carried the kegs to the store when she wanted them, I fur- 


o> 
nished her a horse to go home whenever she wanted #xx pleased, and 


she went and stayed as long as she pleased. — her time and again 
that she did not have to do anything that she did not want to, and 
she did'nt. 

Q-11. What occurred on or about the last Sundey in July 1899? 

A-11. She begged me to go home with her, and she had been up there 
the week before, and I told her there was no use in me going, but 

she still urged for me to go,and said she would pay for an extra 
horse if I would go with her to her father's} wet I agreed to EO, 
and did go. We went by my father's and stopped and took dinner, then 
after dinner we went up to Mr .Munsey 's, ter father's,and stayed and 
talked there till about time to reach home by night. I asked Mayy 
Whether it was not tine for us to go home. She asked me to have a 
private talk with me. I went in a room with mer, or in a hall, she 


there said she would rot go pack with me unless I would promise to 





54.6 
milk the cow myself and promise to sleep at the dwelling house. IL 
told her that she did not have to milk the cow at all, that I had 
been having that done and offering to have it done all the time, but 
as to milking myself, I had to stay in the store and help about the 
store, and I would willingly sleep at the house if she would be a 
wife. She would not promise me to be a wife. About that time Mr.Mun- 
sey came in, and he talked some. The same conversation was repeated 
about as before, I think in the presence of Mr.Munsey, at any rate 
{ remember telling Mr.Munsey, as I had toid him before, that I was 
no wooden man, and I wanted Mary to fulfil the relation of wife to 
me, I also said, with tears almost in my eyes, by GodS help I was 
Zoing to carry out the marriage vows if she would go home with me. 
Then we came to the back porch in the presence of Mrs.Munsey and 
Will BurchettR I still asked Mary to go home with me, and I also 
told her if she would come later I would leave one of the horsed 
for her. Mr.Munsey 901d, e@enne" If she wants to come later, Will, 
{I'll bring her". I then, it being nearly night, went for home, ex- 
pecting likely Mary would return later. She never returned. 
Q-12. Did she leave any personal property at you place; if 30, state 
what it was and what became of it? 
A-12. She left some household plunder, and a cow, which her father 
Sigimates had turned over to us Hey our use temporarily. In some 
two or three days, I will not be positive, Mr.Munsey came and sot 
the cow, later Mr.Munsey came with a wagon and team and a driver 
and got her household plunder, 
Q-13. State if you Know,in what condition she left her household 
plunder when she went off on the occasion spoken of by you, whether 
boxed up or otherwise? 
A-15. I think it was all pretty much boxed up, except it were a bed, 
and I think a part of that was boxed. There was no dishes out, and 
none of7hé clothes mmt except ené dress and an apron that I remember. 
Q-14. You may now state whether or not it was with your consent or 


against your Will that she left you and failed to return to you? 


A-14. It was against my will and ever has been. 





DD e 
Q-15. You may now state what steps if any you took to get her to 
return to you, whether or not you sent any body to see her &c. 
A-15. Ranson Neff, my prother,went to see her to see if he could not 
reconcile the matter, and I have made different efforts myself to 


feel and see what would be the chance of reconciling the matter by 


&z 
taling to her privately at different public places. 


Q-16. At these different public places state whether or not she gave 
you any oportunity to have a conversation with her. 

A-16. She did not, not even a smile. 

Q-17. At the time you filed your bill for divorce in this case, state 
whether or not you had aband@ned all hope of your wife returning to 
you and living with you as such? 

A.17. I had no hopes. 

Q-18. After she filed her answer to your bill, in which she states, 
among other things, that she had always been ready, Willing and anx- 
jous for a reconciliation 6f differences which existed betweem jwe- 
herself and her husband, and in which she alleges that she had never, 
at any time, had any intention to desert or abandon her husband, and 
that she would have been willing long since to reconcile said differ- 
ences and gone back to the plaintiffs home fad the plaintiff ever 


approached her,or shown in any manner, a willingness to settle the 


’ 
differences, did you take any steps to reconcile said differences 

and get her to return to you, and if you state you did, tell what 
efforts you made in that direction. 

The foregoing question or any answer thereto is objected tO, 
ypecause the answer sought to be elicited is oneg tending to show 
propositions of compromise of the question in litigation, which is 
not permissable under the laws of our state, and further, because 

such propositions of compromise could only affect the case of the 
plaintiff in this suit in case it turns out in the proof that Mr.Neff 
was the one who d@serted Mrs.Neff, and which, if it be the case, the 
3aid maplaintiff cannot unmake the defendant's case without her consent. 
R.L.Pennington, Atty. 
Q.-- I did. 


Q.19.-- What efforts did you make? 





A.—- I wrote her sefYeral letters, went to see,and after her, 
from four to six times. 

Q.20.-- I now hand you what purports to be copies of letters No. 
1 to 7,and which are filed with the deposition of D.S.Ely, and 
ask you if these are copies of the letters written by you to your 
wife in your endeavor to get her to return to you? 

A.-- They are. 

Q.21.-— State whether or not this effort of yours to get your | 
wife to rettrn to you was made in good faith and with the earnest 
desire upon your part that she should return to and live with you? 
'A.-- Yos,sir. 

Q.22.-- Did you receive any replies from Mra. Neff to these 
several letters? 

A.--Yos sir, I received some. 

Qe25.-- I now hand you four letters signed by the name of Mary 
E.Neff, and will ask you to state whether or not they are the let 
ters you have received from her as you have stated in your answer 
next above ,and if you say that they are, please file them as a part 
of yor deposition marked "M.E.N. 1,2,3, and 4"? 

A.-- These are the letter which I received from the said Mary, 
and I file them as requested and marked as requested. 

Q.24.-- In one of the letterswhich you have just filed and which 


is dated March 28th,1903, Mrs. Neff uses this language :" 


a aia oe’ Ba « fs = 


ie. re te am mes — = 
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"To thepire Gyo senti@ence in you, T asked that Vou aeiee that 
in case you should quarrely with me and leave me without fault on 
my part , that you agree in thet case to pay me an annual allowance. 
This @@R also pou positively refuse to do. At first I asked that 
this part of the agreement be made a lienfupon your property, but 


afterwards ,finding that it would posibly precinitate you in being 


sued by those you owe, I agreed that the lien part of this agreement 


be stricken out", 
Did you ever receive any proposition from Mrs. Neff arree— 
ing to strike out this lien requirement? 


A.--' I never received anything that I understood that Way. 





Q.25.-- Did you ever receive any proposition from her that did 


not require some property agreement in it? 


A.-- I never did. The last time I visited her she told me she & 


would not come under any colors unless I signed the property con- 
tract. 

Q.26.—-— In her letter to you dated on the %th of April,1903, 
ashe refers to a letter which she had reveived on the 4th of April, 
containing a photograhx of yours in a mitilated condition, and 
asks you for an explanation. Did you make that explanation? 

Aw-- Yes, sir. 

Q.27.-- I now hand you what purports to be the copy of an affi- 
davit in reference to that. I will ask you if you made that affi- 
davit and sent it to your wife. 

A.--I did. 

Q.28.-- Please file said copy as a part of your deposition marked 
MAM, 

A.-- I file® said copy marked as requested. 

Q.29.-- I see by your letter dated F@éb. 2nd, 190 3, that you say 
that a written proposition of settlement had been submitted to you 
by the counsel of Mrs. Neff, and that you now submit one in iieu 
thereof. I now hand you a paper dated on the 2nd day of Feb., 1903, 
which purports to be a copy of a contract and ask you to stete wheth— 
oer not that is a copy of the contract,or agreement ,which you signed 
and sent to Mrs. Neff to be signed by her and to be a binding agree— 

ment between you, and if you state that it is, please Pile it as 
a pabt of vour deposition marked No.8, 

A.-- It is a copy of the contract that I signed and sent to her, 
and I file it morked as requested. | 

Q.30.-- State whether or not, after the negotiations for a recon— 
ciliation with your wife were begun by you,you rented a house for 
you and her to live in? If you say you did, state from whom you 
rented it and where is it located? 

A.--I did rent a house from ¥.G.Ely, which is located close to my 


store where I am now selling foods. 





Q.31.-- If you have any written evidence of that renting file it 
as a part of your deposition marked No.10. 

Obj.-- The last two preceding muestions and the answers thereto 
are objected to because immaterial and irrelevant to the issue as 
well as g3elf—serving for the plaintiff. 

R.L.-Pennington for deft. 

A.e-- I have written evidence of said contract and file it as Tre- 
quested marked No.10. 

Q-32. You stated in answer to a auestion heretofore asked you, that 
gome time after your wife left you, or rather refused to retur home 
with you,that her father came for the property she had left there, 
what did Mr.Munsey state to you when he came and asked for said prop- 
erty? 

A-32. He said he wanted her things. I asked him if Mary was not com- 
ing home, and he said she was not satisfied to live with me. I told 
him out there was the house; Hegre +4 not mine; help himself, I did 
not Know her things. He did SO. 

Q-33. Was there any thing there with her things that belonged to her, 
or was brought thereoy her that he did not carry off, if 30, 3tate 
what it was and what he done with it? 

A~33. There was one or two, as I remember, pieces ey Tae that he 


brought in the store and I bought it and paid him for it. [— don't 


remember the exact amout the bacon come to. 
Q-34.During the time you and your wife lived together,did you often 


tell her ,or did you tell her at all, that you had married her expec-— 
ting that she would make you money, or any words to that effect? 


A-34. I have no recolection of such. 


ae ie 
Q-35. Did you ever, at various time ,or at any time, undertake to 


drive your wife from you by unkind treatment? 

A-35. I did not, by no means. 

0-36. On the day that she went to her father's home and you went 
with her, and while on the way, did you tell your wife that you would 
take her to her fathers home and there leave her? 

A-36. I have no recollection of such, for I did not intend suchs 2n¢ 


never wanted such. 
Aa? During the time you and your wiffe lived together, state whether 





96 
or not your wife appeared contented and satisfied. 
A-37. Very seldom,if at all. 
Q-38. State whether or not during that time she was Kind and affec- 
tionate to you? 
A-38. Very seldom. 
Q-59. State any acts of hers toward you showing i111 will or rough 
tdreatment. 


The foregoing question, and all other questions that are in 


regard to matter which happened, or communications had, petween plain-— 


tiff and defendant are objected to, PO pity eed illegal and incompetent. 
And further because the plaintiff J PrN SRARRERERERGTRTTETERY seeking 
divorce upon the ground of cruelty. 

R.~L.Pennington, Atty. 
A-59. She locked me out of her room time after time: she spit in my 
face several times, but on two separate and destinct occasions, she 
fought me with her hands, feet and teeth. 
Q-40. There has been some testimony given as to her shooting, and 
some words she used in connection there with, please state what oc- 
curred on that occasion. 
A-40. There was some two or three eit from a pistol Pon-a—pestol 
or gun, and I ran to where the shooting wa¥4, and saked Mary if thfat 


was her;saAshe said it was, I asked her if she could shoot; she answered 


watch. 
yes, and said if you don't Meade out I will shoot Yous 


Q-41. During the time you and her lived together, please state wheth-— 
er or not she was a wife to you. + 
The foregoing question and anaver thereto, pecause the witness 
+a is incompetent and becargse the question is not put at issue by 
the pleadings. Gelees Bt neg > em 
A-41. She was not. 
Q-42. Please state whether or not she at any time, to you ,or in your 
presence, stated that she did not intend to have any children by you, 
and if you state she did, give her language as nearly as you can. 


Objected to for the same reasons stated above. 


R.L.-Pennington, Atty. 





oC. 
é 


A-43. She did so state. I have heard her say something of hhe kind 


different times. She told me when she first married me that she 
could not raise children, that she was not stout, and that it would 
kill her, and on another occasion I gave her some candy,among others, 
and I turned to go to the store and she hit me in the“vack with the 
candy and said "I never expect to have any kid by you baldheaded 
pup, scuondred, or whatever she said"; on another occasion she gaid 
I would never be able to buy any children or kids. I think I have 
heard her say this on five or six other occasions, public and private. 
Q-44. From the time she left you, as above statedby you,state whether 
or not more than three years had elapsed before you filed yourbill 
in this case? 
A-~44,. I think there had been more than three years. 

Q-45. Since your marriage with the said Mary,have you and she both 
been residence of Lee county, Va. all the time? 
A-45. I have,and I have so undestood with her. 

Q-46. In answer to a question propounded to you a few moments ago, 
a3 to whether or not more than three years had elapsed after your 
wife left you untill you instituted this suit, your anawer was, "I 
think there had been more than three years". I now shop you the writ 
in this case which showsthat your suit was instituted on the 14th 
day of Oct., 1902, and will ask you to state whether or not she had 
been gone from you more than three years before that date. 
A-46. It was more than three years. The reason I answered the way 

I did a little while ago was because I did not remember thex date 
the suit was instituted. 

The taking of these depositions is continued until to morror 
morning at 8 o'clocXK at the law office of ¢.T.Dunean, in the tom of 


Jonesvilie, Va. y Mi/f, G 7 Z 
4 4 , 
Sn, ZG ae! 


Met pursuant to adjournment, June 18, 19038. 


Cow, 





61. 
Q-48.State whether or not during the time you and your wife were liv- 
ing together, she ever threatened to leave you; and if you state she 
did, state as nearly as you can the number of times, using her words 
as nearly as you can remember them, and what caused her to make these 
threats. 
A-48. She did threaten to leave me, I cannot remember the exact 
number of times from five to ten, frobably more. I do not Know of 
dP sanseh, unless it was because she would not be a wife. She said 
"J am going to leave you and sue you for alimonyy and again she said 
fe am going to leave you and make you support me". She repeated it 
in the foregoing language, or words to that effect. 


X-Fxamination. 


RuEEX Nofwaiving the exceptions to the competency of this witness, 


counsel for the defendant will cross-examine the witness, to be ef- 

fective in case the court should decide that he was a competent wit— 
R.L.Pennington, Atty. 

Q-1. You stete in your exemination in chief that one evening you heared, 

some shooting, where were you at the time you heard the shooting? 

A.i. I was either in the portico or in the yard at Pig Surgeners 

when I heard the first report. 

Q-2. Where were you when you heard the other shot? 

A-2. I was between Pig Surgner's and my dwelling that I occupisd. 

Q-38. How far from your house? 

A-3. I think I was right close, back of the house from five to ten 

steps. 

Q-4. What was your wife doing when you came up? 

A~4. I did not go to where she was, I only went in talking distane, 

which wes close. I could not tell you what she was doing until she 

came to me; my recollection is it wes getting dusk. She told me what 

she was doing. I Po if that was her shooting and she said it was. 

Q-b. What Kind of fire arms YHeeocebmocekeatenss? did she have? 

A-6. I do not knowsp I had a pistol, a shot gun and mm a 22-rifle, 

Qne had access to’ each. I cart remember whither she had a gun in her 

hends when she came up to meé-cr 7%, 


Q-8. Did you see the shooting? 





A-6. I did not see the shooting: I saw the blaze of the pistol and 
the smoke. 

Q-7. Where was she when the shooting occurred? 

A-7. From the smoke of the pistol, the blaze, and the report, she was 
in the store door or between the store and the house. 

Q-8. In answer to question i56,you state that you sent your brother, 
Ransom Neff, to see your wife, and tnat he went to see her to see if 
he could not reconcile the matter. were you present when he went to 
see her? | 

A-&. I was not there. 

Oe, How do you know then he went to see her? 

A-9. He told me he did. 

Q-10. Why then did you not say in your examination in chier thet he 
told you he went to see her instead of stating thet he went to see 
her? 

A~10, I told him to go to try to reconcile the matter, and to feel 
éf them and see if she woul'dnt come back, and I seen him talking 

to Mr.Munsey idem myselfon one oacasion, and he, Ransom, told me it 


Was about the reconciliation, andxkexxzinx 


bean <e.. 
It was I did not think of it, and because I beleived my. brother, 
r~ 


and I saw him going in that direction. 

Q1l1. Did you ever call upon your wife to have any talk about a 
Settlement of your differences until after this suit was brougnt? 
A-11. EXERESMBBLNMEREX I never did. 

Q-l2. When did you first talk to attorneys about getting a divorce 
from vour wife? | 

Ala. Ighoug think two or three weeks before suit was instituted. 
Q-138. Had vou not talked to Mr.Seweil and other attorneys, one or 
both, a year or more before you brought suit, about getting a divorce, 
and did they not tell you that as the grounds thet you alleged for 
a divore was desertion vou would have to wait untill three years 
had expired? 

A-18. No, sir. 


Q-id. Then you mean to say thet the first time you ever talked to 


2 
= on at oh 





63. 


any attorney about getting a divorce was when you talked to ur. Sewell 
about two weeks before you brought this Suit? 

A-14. I do not remember ever telking to any other attorney . 

Q-165. whe told you thet three years wes noressary for a divorce on 
the grounds of desertion? 

A-1b. I read it in the statue or Code, mxxxmamx and I had heard it 
talked about. 

Ql6. Why did you went Do. Baily: BO accompany Mr.Smith in delivering 
the letter vou sent your wife just after the Nov. court? 

A-1l6. Recause Smith wentea company. I never asked Dave to £0 Tf don 
think, Dow asked him to accompany hin. 

Q-17. Who wrote thst Jetter, that is, who dictated it? 


A-17. I wrote the letter; Judze Dunean and Mr.Sewell dictated the 


a DPMONE PLAGE SATE ee . 
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letter, 
Q-18. Why did you keep a copy of it? 


A-18. They told me to do so. 


Q-19. Why did they want you to Keep a copy of the letter; did they 


tell you? 
A-19. They did'nt say. 


9-20. Why did you not send the letter by mail? 


IT think thev suggested thet I just send some body there with it. 


Q-21. Did you showNave Fly and Dow Smith the copy of the Letter thet 
was filed with Dave Kliv's deposition? 
A-21. I showed them to Dow; I think Dave was present in the store. 
Q-24. Tid they compare them to see if they were alike? 
A-22. Y told Dow to read them both. 
- Why did you want him to read both copies? 

TO see that they were both alike. 

Did you want to prove by Dow Smith and Dave Ely, either or 

that vour wife had recéived a copy of the letter which was 
riled with Tly's deposition? 
A-#24, TF it was disputed, I wanted to prove it by Dow; I do not 
remember as to Dave. 


Q-25, You stated in answer to auestion 32, that you told Mir. Munsey 
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when he came for Mery's things that you did not know her things, 


ana that there was the house, to help himself. Po you mean to state 


that you had been living there three or four months together and did 


Know the property and things belonging to your wife? 
A-25. I did not know, unless it was some few things that she used. 
Q.26.-- In another pant of the deposition in chief, you stated that 
she had boxed most of her thinzts before you took her to her father's 
the day that she did not return, how can yau say that she had boxed 
up most of her things when vou did not knor what her things were? 
A.—-- Because I Knew that there was no other women there that nad 
Gressing and I did not see any dresses there except one dress 
an@ epron. I knew she had more bed clothes than was on the bed, 
there were no dishes thet I seen except mine,and I thought she 
some. 
.-- AS it was summer time, it would not be likely, would it, 
thet very many bed clothes would be on the beds,would it? 
Qije-- Objected to because it is asking the witness for an opinion 
and he is not shown to be an expert on the subject. 
Cae Duntoanvand Rf. Sewelt for pigr. 
A.-- Itwould not ve likely if anybody slept in it. 
Q.28.-- Would it net have been proper at this time of the year 
to have Kept the bed clothes folded up and put away in a box, brunk 
or other place to keep them in place and condition? 
A.--It is not the way I Keep them. I Keep them packed up on a 


table or bam where they can get air. 


Re-Examination. 

Q.-- In answer to a question which Mr. Pennington propounded to 
you, as to who dictated the letter sent to your wife by Dow Smith , 
you state that Mr. Sewell and Judge Duncan dictated it. I wish you 
would state who got us, Mr. Sewell and Judge Duncan , to write the 
letter and who told them what to write? 

A.--I did. 

Q.-- Mr. Pennington elso asked you in effect if it was not proper 


to have household g0cdas, such as belonged to your wife,bdxed up 





at that season Of the year. I wish you would state, if you know, wheth— 
er those boxes containing your wife's things were nailed up? 
A.-- There were boxes in the house nailed up, and I think 


these were the boxes she get at the store. 


Re-Cross Exemination. 

Q--- If you toid Judge Duncan and Mr. Sewell what to write, or 
what to dictate to you, explain why it was that it was necessary 
for vou to tell them what you wanted written and then they teil vou 
what to write? 

A.--Receuse I was no lawver and I didn't know whether I could do 


it lawfully or not, it was my sentiments,everv bit of it. 


And further, this deponent ssith not. 
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State of Virginia, County of Lee, to-wit: 
I, A.M.Goins, a commissioner in chencerv for the Circuit court 
‘of the county ofoliee,in the state aforesaid, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing depositions of Francis Wygal, Amanda Lawson, G.S.deClure, 
W.N.Burchett, D.c.McClure, Sterling Barnes, Mary E.Anderson, Martha 
Mediock, Fiizabeth Fllis, Mollie RB. Scott. Harrison OrPriew,, oss 
Ely and Y.E.Neff were duly taken under oath and ov agreement as 
ed dan the caption, and subseribed before me, and at the time and 
places as above mentioned. 
Given under my hand, this 26th dav of June, 1908. 
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The deposition of Wm.Minter,taken pursuant to agreement at the Law Office 
of E.lLee Trinkic,in the Town of Wytheviile,Va.,on this the 30th. day of 
June,I903,,t0 be read as evidence in behalf of the Plaintirf in a suit 

in Chancery,now pending in the Circuit Court of Lee County,in which W.8, 
Neff is Plaintiff anf Mary E.Neff is defendant. 

Present:- B.H.Sewail & C.7.Dunean,Counsel for Plaintiff. 


R.T.Irvine,& J.G.Noel of Counsel for Defendant. 


Wm. Minter,a witness of lawful age after being duly sworn deposes and 
Saysi- 
0. I. By Judge Duncan—- State your age,residence and occupation? 
Ane@, 25,Rural Retreat,Va.Mercnant. 
Q. 2. Please state if during the year I899 you resided for any time ‘in 
Lee County,Va. and what you were engaged in while you were there? 
Ans. I was there and part of the time was clerking for Wm.E.Neff 
in the Store, 
Q. 5. You may now state whether or not you were living with Mr. Neff at 
+he time he was married and if you contimed to live with him until 
his wife retunrned to her Fathers? 
Ans. I was there when he married and when she went off,and during the, 
hovever,I wouldgo home and stay two or threedays at a time, 
Qe 4, Please state how Mr, Neff treated his wife during the time you 
were there while they were living to-gether? 
Ans. I would term it good under the circumstances, 
0. 5, What was her treatment to him during the same time? 
Ans, Well,I think she treated him very cooly and very padly. 
QB. 6 If you ever heard her sey anything about be dissatisfied or leaving 
Mr. Neff,please state as nearly as you can what she said? 
Ans. Well I have heard her say that she was not satisfied and at times 
she would talk of going home as to whether or not she really meant it 
or not,Of course,that is left to be ascertained. 
Q-. 7. Do you know of any preparation she made about going home or pack— 


ing her things just before she left,if so please state what she did? 


Ans. The week before she went home,she got some boxes at the store but 





2 
what she was going to do with them I didnt know, They were wooden good 
boxes of medium size. When her father came after her things they were 
ecBct in those boxes, 
QO, 8State as nearly as you can how soon after she left until her father 
eame for her cow? 
Ans, I do not know just the time but it was soon only 4 few dayse 
Q. 9 Now,state how long it was until she sent for her other things? 
Ans, Well,I dont remember how long put it was not very long. 
Q. 10 When her Father came after things,as spoken of above,state what 


oceurred with reference to the sale to either you or Mr. 


a 
Neff of mis piecemg or pieces of bacon? 


Ans. Ali I know about it was that Mr. Munsey brought the meat in and said 

IT have got a piece of meat I want to sell you and I said alright and 

bought the meat and paid him for it,out of Mr. Neef's store. 

Q. II. During the time that they lived together as husband ana wife,did 
Mr. Neff ever sleep at the store,if so how often? 

Ans. I dont know just how often but very few times while I was there 


put I ao not know how often while I was away. 


Cross Examination, 

@. I. By Mr. Noel. At the timesMr. Neff slept at the store,whom would 
he leave at the house with his wife? 
Ans. I do not know. 
0. 2. How many boxes did Mrs. Neff get at the sdore? 
Ans. I dont know that either probably four or five or more. 
Q.3. At any time did you ever hear Mr, Neff talk back to his wife in a 

snanpish manner? 

mild 

Ans, Somewhat and in a mere wkXLE way considering the circumstances, 
0.4. At any time durin while Mr. Netf and wife were living to-gether, 
state if you ever heard Mr. Neff say anything about Mrs. Neff's father 
giving her too mech housenold goods and not enough money,and if so teid 
what he said? 


Ans. In a conversation between Neff and myself abmmix ,Neff said her fath— 


er was giving her more than they had room for and that he had petter give 





3 
her some money that they ¢ ould probably use it better. This came up in 


a joking way rather. 


FURTHER THID DEPONENT SAITH NOT, 
Uf Mak — 
& sworr to 


This is to certify that Wm. Minter made,signed, & acknowledged the above 
denvesition before me and that the same was taken by agreement before me 


92 Notary Public for the County an& of Wythe,St. of Va. and the Town 


Of Wytheville,this the 30th. aay of June,I903, Witness my hand this 


the 50th. of June,I903. 





E.Lee TRINKLE, 
Atteriwiy af £ aw, 
WyerHeviLLe, VIRGINIA. 





The deposition of W, §, Burchett, taken before ne 0.7, Uyett, . & 
commissioner in chancery for the circuit court for Tee county, &f iy 
office on the 6th day of July, 1905,8pursuant to agreement of the par- 
ties by their attorneys, to be read as evidence on behalf of the de- 
Tendant in & BxXKxuxk certain suit in chancery pending in the 
court for said county, wherein W, 
is defendant, 

Present: Rp db) Penninston and: Rk. 17 1 , attorneys for the de- 

fendant, 
I, Duncan, attorney for the plaintiff, 

Meme PUCCROLt . beimwe first- daly sworn, deposes as 
follows: 

Q.--Stete your age, residence and occuvation? 

--/ am 47 years of age, reside near Van, Tee County, Vitigd wis. 
former, 
.--Are you acquainted with Wm, ®. Nerf and Mary, his wife? 

A, ~-Yes sir, 

--Were at the home of Jemes J. Munsey, Mrs Ne ft te father, on 
the day on which Mr, Neff broucht his wife home , at the time she did 


ROtT retiYn With "him? 


4, --State whether or not you heard a conversation between Mr, Nef? 
and "his wife end her father and mother; if you sate that you did, 
then state as hearly as you can what was said in the conversation? 
A,--f did hear a conversation between the varties, 
lieve »bout the first conversation Mr, Neff proposed to Mery that it 
was time they were going home, and she remarked to him to step in a 
room and look at a bureau that r father had bought for her, end they 


walked off into the room together, They were talking in there tolerabi 


loud, but IT could not hear or understand what they were saying, though, 


Mrs,Munsey spoke to Mr, Munsey and told +im CO, BO, in there, and they 


pS Sa 


stood in there some little bit, possibly some f ve Minutes, or may be 
not so lopgs, They came back out of the room, and Willie says: "Let's 


ZO, nd Mary says: "I don't know that I am going without you promise 





se 
Me you Will treat me right." Willie id that he didn't consider 
that he had ever mistreated her, and then walked down off the steps 
into the yard, and Mr, Munsey walked down after him, Mr, Munsey 
walked on down through the yard towards the gate, Then Mrs, Munsey 


spoke and said that she did not cons der that he had treated her rigets 
when he would not stay with her at night when she was sick and needed 
attention, Willie said that he proposed to set the Doctor for her 

and Mary then said that she did not consider that ae was sick enough to 


heed any doctor, but all she wanted was him to «s ay With Her of a 


b 
night, and Willie said:xkakx "I had somebody to stay with you" 
then said "Willie, I didn't want somebody else to s&&ay; I wanted 
Ve. ebay." Wiliie said that if she wanted to Stay with him 


could come to the store and stay with him out there, that he had 


stay at the wtore, Mrs, Munsey savs: "She went one night. to stay at 


the store with you, and you raised the window on her where the night 
air was coming in and she was never used to laying where the night 
air was coming in, and she had to go to the house," Willie said that 
he was hot natured and had : That was about the 
conversation as I remember it, Willie then turned and went down 


7 


hrough the yard towards the gate, and he says: "What will I do with 

1i horse, will I leave it?! Mr, Munsey says "No, take the horse on 
hone with you and I will be down to-morrow, and if Mary takes a notion 9) 
come I will bring her down", Willie went throggh the gate and 
his hirse and said "When must T come?" az ar swered: "Whenever 
you think you can stay with me and treat me right," Willie then rode 
On down to the gate and Mir, Munsey went on down there and they stood 
there and talked some but T do not know what they were 

Q.--Some time after this suit had been instituted, and after 


Mr, Neff had been adv 


ra 
1, 


that Mrs. Neff would make defense to the Sul 


ised 
&tete whetheror not you had a conversation with Mr, Neff, and if so, 


s 


state where it was and whet it was with reference to the bringing of 


this suit and the defense Which he understood } 





aj5- 
upVhere at coprt+ one 5 ut. the im freut. et 
in a hack eating my dinner, and Mr, Neff came and got 


uv in the hack where I was at, and commenced talking. T don't remem- 


ie | 
ber just what was the first words used now, but he asked me in the 
conversation if IT knew what defense they were g0ing to make egeainst 
thet Suit: or Oe oa be) aids "t,, thet T hed not talked with any of 
them about it, and I did not know what rliea they were soing to bring, 
He Went on to state. that he, could) mot *transa his business the way 
they were living, that he could not make any land sales, nor sign any 
deeds nor nothing, they way they were living, and said he thought it 
would be better for them to be separate, and I think he said that 
he didn't think they could live together and get along, said he did not 
think when he enterd the suit at M Munsey would make any defense 
acainst it. And spoke something about X£xhe could have went 
the west somewhere and got a divorce, 90ke a 3 apout the 
disvosition of each other in the conversatior said that he was a kind 
of nervious disposition, coufd not be still, had to be up going and 
SeLring ail’ the ime that Mary was more of a slothful nature, said 
that she could lay down and sleep in day time and that he could not; 
said he was set in his habits and ways, and that she was set in hers$ 
and said that Mary could not change his disposition and ways, and that 
he could not change hers, I believe this was about the conversation; 
there might have been something;more said, but I do not remember it now, 
CROSS-EXAMINATI ON, 
Q,.--Do you know how so00n it wee 2, she s vas brought until 


you hed the conversation with Mr, Neff here 3 that you have 


spoken about, ? 


A,--I think probably it was nexti.eounty court’, think ‘he told 


mo that, but-em not sure about. Tt! 
Q,--In that conversation didn't Mr, Neff tell you that he wanted 


HO ive With Mary, buy thet. ‘he wee -tefwuber te be 4-wife té-chim ? 


A) =-I don’t think that he Gig}: IT think he said he did not think tke 





i 


could live togethe et along; 

Q.-s At the time WM Neff refused to return home with her husband 
how long had you been at Mr, Munsey's before Mr, Neff proposed to his 
wife that they should return home? 

A,--About an Xexuxe hour, 

at time in the evening was it when he made the proposal to 


atart home? 


A. e-lT expect it: a couple ofithours before 


Q,-~How far did he live from there? 

A,--I guess some 12 to 16 miles, 

Q,--Did you hear or see anything wrong between 
wife2, up to the time he proposed to start home? 

A, --No sir, 

Q.--Did she make any other complaint of mistreatment except his 

ing with 

A,--No she did not make any other compleint that evening that 
heard of, 

Q,--Did you hear any discu there that evening between them 
in reference to milking the cow? 


A,--No sir, I don't think there was; if there wes, T don't recol- 


2 


rect it’ new, 


And further witness 


¥ 


3 frig wor a Viet 
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/ 
ALSO. the depesition of TF, J: Munsey, who being duly sworn 


, Ceposes 


as Tollows: 


~--Are you acauainted wi Roo. Neff, now diving at Vel ley,” OR 1a 2 


you remember : isiting your house about the tine your 
daughter and her h 
A,--Yes, it was in September after their separation, 
said R,S, Neff kindly and friendiv 


upon said visit? 


A, --Yes 





tates that at the request of his 
brother, William, he went to your house for the porpose of trying to 
persuade Mary t9 come back to Will, but that"she and her parents 
seemed reserved on that subije State whether or not vou were re- 
served on the subject of Mrs,Neff returning to her husbend? And 
whether’ or noy anything was said at all sbout the matt r?P 
A,--I was not,and there was nothing said about 
deposition that "afterwards he 


t 


father and brother at Andrew -Fitts(: esale @oout Wiiliam and his 


re 


Wife not living together, father said Mary was not satisfied to 


live with William," Please state whether or not vou had any such’ con- 
verasation with Wi Neff at the time stated by the witness, Or at. pay 


Other tine? 


not have any : n conversation there Ge at 


before he was at mv house, 
ross-Hxamination, 


no questions asked nor no conversation 


vT i, e a ° 
== Was, NOtTRINgE.said., 


> 


of any kind had, by \R, 5, Neff either to you,er your daughter or any 
of your family at the time R,S,Neff was there with reference to 
William H,Neff and his wife and the fact of their dwellihg apart? 
A,-- No sir, He just came in and introduced himself to my wife 
and asked if Willie's wife was there; my wife went out and told 
my daughter and she came in and he spoke to her and they 
aqown and we ali had a conversation but nothing else was said 
about Willie, 
Q.-~ Was nothing said between you and Mr, Neff at Fitts' sale 


With reference to the Marriage or senaration of 


1d he have any conversation with you at all on that day? 
Ao-~ DT R@ve no recollection “of speaking to him on that day, 


Tf he was there I don't recollect, 


And further this deponent saith not, 





6, 
W.M,Munsey, who being duly sowrn, devoses 
as fodlows: 
Q..- State your age, relationship te Mary EH. Neff? 
--j am 36 years of age 1d ama brother to Mrs, Mary Neff? 
--HOW many brot! 
,--Only two--John 
“SATS: you acquainted with, RS. Weft, has given his deposi- 
in this case? 
A,--I am, have met him a few times, 
Q.--Mr, Neff, in his devosition, says thet he had a talk with 
your father in the presence of one of Mrs, Neff's brothers about her 
back to live with Will, and that your father said that Mary was 
not satisfied to live with William, He states thet this conversation 
occurred at Andrew Fitts' ; State whether or not any such xx 
conversation was had in your presence? 


Doe NOS BY, of eres wes” i Ot, | 


And further witness 


EE WN 


Virginia, Lee County, togwit: 

Ls I oy ecen , a CoOMmiss. Oger in chancery tOr the ciremit. court 
County, Ge Hereby, certify that’ ther foregoing deposition. s 
Burchett, J. J,Munsey, and M,',Munsey were duly taken ,sub- 
and sworn to before me at the time and place and for the 

purposes therein stated, 


Giver.under my hand this the 6th day of Ano aire eet Oe 





Daa HYAT b, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE, VIRGINIA. 





fhe deposition of Virtoria Neff, taken before me, BROT (8 
commissioner in chancery for the circuit court for hee County, Virgin- 


18, at SkEx my efficéy in thertewn of Jonesville, On the 6th day of 


July, 1903, to be read as evide ce on behalf of the Vein tte 


ie oe 


certain suit in chancery now Pending ih the saad court, wherein W, #, 
Neff is plaintiff and Mary Neff is defednat, 
C,T. Duncan and Geo, P. Cridiin ADtYS, (oe dete, 
Pennington Bros, for deft, | 
the witness, Victorie Neff, being first duly sworn, depnoses 
follows 
.~-~-What relation are vou to 
A,--He and mv husband ere second cousins, 
| you acquainted with Jame: Munsey? 
I know him. but am not very well acqueinted with him 
personally, 
Q. --Mr, Munsey Say6., in bis deposition, Lhact’ apeut «the first er 


Qctober (meaning October LOO) rater rene nr there, “and nad & téam 


to go down there with me and I went on down to Stewert Netfiis , and’ I 


Ss horse hitched up there to the fenee, JT celled Mrs. Stewart 


te the door and asked her if Willie Neff was thers, @ned Tt cold # 
her I wished she would tell him to come to the door, He came to the 
door and I.t@ld him that T had started down to his place, He repl ed 
he had stopped there to warm his feet and tha: soon as he 
warmed his feet he was @oing on down, Did anything of that kind 
eccur there? 
A, --No Sify od: think. Ot, I saw Mr, Munsey pass down, but-ha Gié 


= 


not call to me that I have any recollection of. 
Q.--How long did 
there, after Mr. Munsey passe ; ind state anything that passe 
any circumstance that makes you remember if there is any? 
A,--When Mr, Munsey passed Will said that he Suessed he was going 
down after Mary's things, and he said that he wuld wait till he Z07, 


away down the road for he did not want to overteke Wiis T @on't 


remember how ilong he stayed, 





Obj, --All of the foregoing deposition relating to the conversation 
had between Mr,Neff and the witness is objected to as evidence be- 
cause hearsay a AG irrelevant, and self serving declarations on the 
part of' tHe vlaintire, 

Pennington Bros, 
Cross, hxamination, 

Q,--How was Mr, Munsey riding, horse-back or in a wagon? 

A,--He was riding horse-back, 

Q, --Did you see any wagon pass; if so, who was driving? 

A, --Yes sir, I saw a wagon with a mule team pass, but I did not 
know the driver, IT have heard since who the man was, but have forgot 
ten, I remember more how the team loored than I do the man, 

Q.--Did you know the team, or did some one tell you t* whom it 
belonged? 

A, --No sir 


I did not know the team, I did not think thougl 


2 2 


that it was Mr, Munsey's team, 


Q.--Which passed first the team, or Mr WMnsiey., On that, day? 


rather think Mr, Munsey was riding behind the wagon, 
along not very far from it is the way JI remember, 


Q. --Who was at your house except you and Mr, Neff on that day? 


Rn ae ae om don't remember there ¥as anybody but my children, 


Tf there was I don't remember it, 

Cs—-Fhick, you 6m Mr: Neitge C43 noti ir, Munsey on that day? 

A, --Weil sir, T don't know, W2S Sitting by the fire and saw the 
team pass, 

Q.--Did Mr, Neff teil you whose team it was on that day, ether 

Or at any ‘time afterwards? 

A,--No sir, I don't remember that he ever did, 

Q,.--You say that after Mr, Munseyv vassed that he sue sed Mr, Mun- 
sey was going after Mary's things, and he said that he would wait till 
he got away down the road for he did not want to overtake him, If you 
know, please tell why Mr, Weff made thet remark to you? 


A,--No sir, I don't know, 





be 


L | 9 
Qe mn I belive yo u stated that you did not know whose team it was, 


Ie. that icorcrect? 
--That is correct, 
--Where were you when you first saw Mr, Munsey on that day? 
--J] wes sitting by the fire place, 


BO a i Da lO 


--How far from the fire place to the road where you sew Mr. Munse# 

-~-I guess fifty ymaards, might be further, 

.-~-What season of the year was that--the time you Speak of? 

--I suppose if was the fall season, but I don't remember just 
what it was, 2 remember i was sitting by the fire; there must have dee 
some fire there, 

Q, --Why do you suppose it was in the fall of the year? 

Obj, --Objected to because the tiness has just answered that questip 

Duncan, 
.--Because J was sitting by the fire, 
--Could it not heve been in the winter time? 
--Why yes, it could have been, but I don't think it was, 
--7Do you have fires in the winter time, and sit by them? 

--Yes, we have pretty good fires ¢é our house in the winte r 
time, But I want to say that I am not on the dunce block; I may be on 
the witness stand, 

WKH X Re-direct Examination, 

Q.-=Please state wm ther or not the defendantm did not heve you 
stimmoned as a witness, and if you did not go to the house of Dr, McYiel 
at their request to testify as a witness for said defendant? 

iy-S¥es, 7 was summoned and went, 


And further witnessgaith not, 





Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 


I, LT. Hyatt, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court 


of the county of Lee, don certify that the forego'ng de 


itions of 


Vi Lb. Neti was duly taken, subscribed, and sworn to before me at the 


time and place and for the porposes therein stated. 


Sa Aes ih 


Given under my hand this the We Sarit) lal ole, 6 VO03. 


Commissioner in Vhancery, 


LA7 ! 


A My al, Oscecr pf) be 
ere 


t 


Lat one 





L.T. HYATT, 


ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE, VIRGINIA. 





yy 
The depositions of _¢ i 1 fixe ie | i a 


baken before me, Geo. P.Cridlin, a notary public in and for the County 
or Lee inxthe state of Virginia, onm the -22nd day of June, 1905, 
Su Pale VOPEaACe Or Cot Duncan—in the town-of Jonesville, Va., pur- 
Suant to agreement of parties, which depositions are intended to 
be read as evidence on behalf of the defendarit in a certain suit in 
chancery now depending in the Circuit Court of hee County, in 
which William E.Neff is plaintiff and Mary HE. Neff is defendant. 

Present: R.L. Pennington of counsel for Defendant: and, 

C.1T. Duncan of couthsel for plaintiff. 

K.D. Lowen a witness of lawful age being dyly sworn deposes as 
Follows: 

Q@.1.-- State your age, residence and occupation. 

A.-- 47 years old, reside at Myle’s Ford, tenn, and am a minister 
in the Baptist church, 

Q.&.-- Are you the pastor of the Baptist church at Thompson’s 
settlement in this County? 

f,-- Yes sir. 

Q.5.-- Are you acquainted with Mary E.Neff, the defendant in this 

Caset 

A.-- J-am, 

@4.-- Is she a member of the church at Thompson’s Settlement? 

A.-- Yes sir. 

Q.5.-- What is her christian standing in the said church? 

OBbsr-- Objected to because irrelevant and immaterial. Her chris- 
tian cnaracter is in nowise involwed in this case, 

CALARGUT (Gis hahe gions) Bol iongadre 

A. -~ Lt is .cood. 

Q@.6.-- In the deposition of Sterling Barns, he said that irs. 
Neff upon one occasion, while they were measuring up some potatos 
used the following lanzuage with reference to tir. Neff:"The dern 
bald headed fool, or dern bald headed son-of—a—bitch never did know 


what he was doing" you will please state whether rs. Neff was in 


‘fer?’ of using language of this: character, and if she a 
' 





@ + 


would be her standing in your church? 

Obj.-- The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected 
to because irrelevant, immaterial and not admissible. The habit 
ot lirs. Neff is not involved in the issue joined, neither is her gs 
standing in the church. 


C.l.Puncan Por merxk. plff. 


A.-- if sie was in the habit of using such language I don’t know 


and never heard of it until this, and if she were in such habit her 


Standing in the church would not be sood, if the church knew it. 


CROSS EXAMINATION, 

ees GE Ae How near do you live to James J.iiumsey where irs. Nerf 
now resides and where she has resided for the last three and one-half 
years or more? 

Alm ADpomby d6umblesy § whale 

A.Q.2.-- How lone have you kmhown Mrs. Neff? 

A.-- Six or seven years. 

X.Q.3.-- Some time last winter state whether or not you received 
a letter ne Wb Net eS OL Teh panies tit ada aya erfecting a reconcil- 
lation between him and his wife? 

Obj.-- The pee: see question is objected to because no part Or 
the cross examination, and further because any statement or communi- 
cation from iir. Neff to the witness woud be self-serving and there- 


fore no evidence in this case. | . 
Rls. Pet ane lon CO “dent. 


A.--I did receive a letter from Mr. Neff very eCarnestly solicitiing 


ee 
| @ ; f ~ 


My ala. ine thaw matter, 


Andi further this deponent saith not. 





Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 
Ls Goo. Pi Cridbiny a notary publac “in and: for’ tite County and 


state aforesaid do certify that the foregoing deposition of E.D. 


bowen, was taken, sworm to and suhscribed before me an the time 


place and for the purpose in.the caption mentioned. 


1905. 








Everett Waddey Co., ) 
Stationers and Printers, + Form No. 404, 
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LD Cg ae 


Take notice that shall, on the... **4 16 th day of October, 


atthe law office of R.E.Pennington 


between the hours of .. Co | 


at Alexander Li tton — 4 eneaune 2. ana others, to-be read in evidence ii 


in avcemoi 22a ee. ....depending in a canal ae 


ofe 

and _w eam derendent. . 

and if from any cause, the taking of the said depositions be not commenced on that day, or, if com- 
menced, be not concluded on that day, the taking of the same will be adjourned and contin- 


ued from day to day, or from time to time, at the same place and between the same hours, until 


pa 


By Irvin and ennington wale pattys. 


the same shall be completed. Very respectfully, 
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The deposition of Alexander Litton and others taken before me,A.B. 
Munsey,Commissioner in Chancery for the Circuit Court for Lee County 
at the law office of R.L.Pennington in the town of Jonesville on the 16th 
day of October,1903,to be read as evidence on the behalf of the defendant 
in a certain suit in cHancery pening in the circuit court for Lee County 
wherein W.E.Neff is plaintiff and Mary E.Neff is defendant. 

Present R.L.Pennington of counsel for defendant, 

Duncan and Cridlin and B.H.Sewell for the plaintiff. 

Mary Burchett,a witness of lawful age being first duly sworn 
deposes and says: 
Ques. State your age,residence and seeupuakkenm relationship to Wiliam S 
Burchett? 
Ans. Age 40,reside at Van,Va,and am the wife of W.S.Burchett. 
Ques. Are you acquainted with William N.Burchet. 
Ans. Yes I am acquainted with him,and he usually goes by the name of 
Dock Burchett, 
Ques. In answer to question 3 in his see Sa in chief W.N.Burchett 
states as follows: " It strikes me that it was at Will Burchetts. I will 
not be positive as to the place were it took place,I heard Mrs.Neff say 
in converstaion with some woman,I do not remember at this time who the 
woman was,that she did not intend to live with him;that she did not inten 


to raise any kids by the bald headed scoundrel;that her mother told her 


that it would kill her if she did" Furthur on he states that at this time 
he was chpping wood at the woodyard at the time he heard this conversatior 
and that Mary was on one side of the fence at the yard gate and the woman 
on the other. Please state whether or not such a conversation was had 
beteen you ant Mary Neff at any eas or place as that mentioned by said 
Purchett, and whther or not he ever epopped any wood for your family 


after Mary and Her husband were separated? 


Ans. No such conversation as that mantioned by W.N.Burcheet took place 
between me and Mary Neff at the place mentioned by him nor any where else 
And after Mary and Will Neff were separated he never chopped any wood at 
our house and for our family. 

EXKSESXKXAMINALIONYX 


And furthur this deponent saith not. 


> 


” Mit-29 brea; day, $8" Maw Repetee fll ha 


i 
) 


‘ 
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Alexander Litton,another witness of lawful age being first duly 
sworn deposes and says. 
Ques. State you age residence and occupation? 
@ns. Age 50,residence 8 miles west of Jonesville,occupation farmer. 
lues. Are you acquainted with William L.Minter,who now lives at Rural 
Retreat? 
Ans. I am. I have known him about 15 years. 

at your house 

Ques. Did he ever have a conversation,with you in reference to the manner 
in which Will Neff was ireatine his wife,and if so tell what he said as 
near as you can? 
Ans. Yes. He was at my house one day and the suhject got up about Will ard 
his wife,I do nit know how it sprung,he said #€ his wife was baking bread 
and Will came in and he wanted to fix it some other way,and they diffesd 
a little bout that,was all he said on that subject. He said that Mary 
went out about the store and brought some little boxes out about the 
house and said that Will came in and saw the boxes and said that will just 
took hold of them and pitched them out in the yard. He said he was 
clerking ciseatt for will and Will would grumble aroud about him and he 
said he would not pay any attention to him he would go on about his busines 
He said if he would have paid any attention with him he would not have 
staid with him any time,he said he had to make a new contract about every 
morning. 

The foregoing answer in so far as it undertakes to state anything in 
reference to the dealings between witness,Minter and Mr Neff is objected 
to their dealings and relations with each other not being a matter in 
issue in this case. 

B.H.Sewell C.T.Duncan 4nd G.P.Cridlinfor Piff, 


RXAX RYE 
Cross Examination. 


X.Q.-Q. When did this conversation beteen pou and Mr. Minter oc- 
ots Gat 

/A.I could not tell, do not remember, it was after they marriedand 
before she left him. 

X.Q.2. As I understand youMr. Neff came into where his wife wag 
baking bread, and wanted it baked one way, and she wanted to bake 


it another, is that correct? 


&-cf think so, 





og 


X¥.0.3. Did Mr. Minter state in that conversation which succeeded 
in their contention? 

A. No, sir, I don't think he did. 

¥.Q.4. You did not understand from him then did you thét Will got 
his way about the bread and got it baked as he wanted it? 

Ag No sir; 

%.Q.8. Did Mr. Minter at that time tell you anything further about 
how Neff and his wife treated each other? 

A. 1 don't know that he did any more than IT have told. 

X.Q.6. Did he tell you anythibg further about how she treated him? 

A. I nave told all I remember. 

¥i0.7. Did Mr.Minter tell you in that conversation, what Mrs. Neff 
had got the boxes for that Mr.Neff threw out? 


A. I don't remember thet he did. 


And furthur this witness saith nov. 
athe Ge lg Fe iff 
plo Chasis | A4 5d Go. WN ae ied 


The taking of these depositions is adjourned untill Thursady 


next,October 22,1905. Ly 


Met pursuant to adjournmebt at the law office of R.L.Pennington 


in the town of Jonesville,Va,on the 22nd day of October,1905. 

fe rte Gummi Var oe rican Wait 28: be 
D.H.Parkeya witness of lawful age being firt duly sworn deposes 

and S&8aySs. 

Ques.1-State your age residence and occupation. 

@ms. Age 38,reside in Lee County near Ann P.O,occupation farmer. 

Ques. During the year 1899 were you in any kina of partnership with 

Mr.W.E.Neff,the plaintiff in this suit,and if so what kind of partnership? 

Ans. I do not remeber the year,but the year in which W.H.Neff was 

married I was in partnership with him in the goods business at Ann Va. 

Ques. During the moryjths of July and August of that year did you stay 

in the store as clerk,and if so was there any other clerk in the store 

at that time’ 


Ans. I styed there during the months of July and August,and if there 


was any other clerk sayed in the store during that time except Will,l 


do not remeber it,I do not think there was, thoughne 
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Ques. Do you remember Wm.L.Minter saying in the store as clerk during 
either of those two months just mentioned? 
Ans. If he was there I do not recollect it, 
Ques. While W.E.Neff and his.wife lived together during the time you 
stayed in the store,where did you board? 
Ans. Except for dinner I satyed at home,when Will and his wife were 
there I took dinner with themand when they were not I took dinner at 
Mr.S.S.Surgener's, 
Ques.During the time you were taking your dinner at Mr.Neffs did W.L. 
Minter stay there for dinner as you remember? 
Ans. Not that I remember of. 
Ques. Are you acquainted with Mrs.Amanda Lawson? 
Ans. I am, 
Ques. Do you ever remember of her being at W.E.Neff's for dinner during 
the time that you were there? 
@ns. I do not remember any thing about her being there. She might have 
been there,but if she was I do not recolect it, 

Cross Examination. 
Ques. Mrs.Lawson could have been there could she not without you 
KRRNXRE knowing it? 
Ans. She could have been there when I was not about and I would not 
have known it and she could have been there when I was there and I not 
remember any thing about it. 
Ques. Could not Mrs.Lawson have eaten dinner at Mrzuxkawzom Mr.Neffs 
during the time you stayed there,or during the two months you stayed 
in the store? 
Ans. Yes. She couuld have eatten after I went out or before I came in 
for dinner. 
Ques. During the year that you and Me.Neff were partners in the goods 
business did you stay in the store continuously during all that year? 
Ans. [I was there only a few days outside the two months of August and 
July. 
Ques. Did you stay continuously and all of the two months of Aug and 
July of that year? 
Ans. I think it was about the first of July,and if I lost any time out 


of that time I do not remember it,I might have lost the last week in 


AUG. 
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Ques. By way of refreshing your memory,isait not a fact,that during the 
said months of July and Aug,that you were out trading more or less? 
Ans. I do not recolect if I was,I might have been, 

Ques. During the said year and while you and Neff were partners did you 
not have William L.Minter employed as clerk in the store. 

Ans. He stayed there a right smart,but just exactly what time he stayed 
there I do not know,Bill had kim employed,I never had him employed. 
Ques.Please state as near as you can the time during said year that the 
said Minter did stay in said Store. 

Ans. I do not remember what time in the year it was was. 

Ques. Then can you state positively that Mr.Minter did not stay at Mr. 
Neff's and in the store any during the said months of July and Aug? 
Ans. No I would not say positively that he did not but I do not think 


hg ee a oe 


And Ph a pa witness saith not. 


S.S.SUrgener,was summoned as a witness Bnd was in attendance but was 


not put on the stand and claims attencance,87 cents. 


Virginia,Lee County,to wit: 

1,A.B.Munsey,commissioner in chancery for the chunhxyt court for 
Lee County ,do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of Alexander 
Litton,Mary Burchett and D.H.Parkey,were duly taken,sworn to and subscréd 
before me at the time and place and for the purpose in the caption 
mentioned and pursuant to the said adjournement as aforesaid. 


Given under my hand this the 2éend day of Oct,1903. 


-~ 
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Everett Waddey Co., 


. 
Stationers and Printers, Form No. 404, 
eighmond, Va. 




















shall, on the... 7*8 day of October, _ 


Wim ate , 


between the hours of © ...P, M., on that day, proceed to,take the depositions _ 
i tion hertofore taken 


of William L.Minter upon his depos @eMxGtKes, to be read in evidence in-YOUr behalf 


in a certain. SUiIt _ 


SI 


.-,:------depending in the Circuit court for the 


Ore ees fo) wherein you are Plaintiff 


and if from any cause, the taking of the said depositions be not commenced on that day, or, if com- 

menced, be not concluded on that day, the taking of the same will be adjourned and contin- 
and from place to place 

ued from day to day, or from time to time atxhe same sptace and between the same hours, until 

the same shall be completed. Very respectfully, 


Manye HeN@ff ys, 


ter gee ---------- 
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NOTICE TO TAKE 


Ave DEPOSITIONS. 
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I hereby certify that on the 30th day of Sept,1903,1. deliverec 


a copy of the within notice to W.E.Neff,in Lee County Virginia. 


subscribed and sworn to before me the undersigned this the lst day 


of October,1903. Given under my hand ytnis OcT 12.1903. 





The deposition of Mery E.Nefrr, taken before me, A.M.Goins, Com 
missioner in Chancery for the Circuit court for Lee county, Va., at 
the lew office of R.L.Pennington, in the tom of Jonesville, Or Pee. 
A, 1902, pursuant to agreemnt of attorneys, to be read evidence 
on behalf of the defendant in a certain suit pending in chancerv in 
the @ircuit court of Lee county, wherein W.E.Neff ie plaintiff and 
the said Marv P.Neff is defendant. 

Present: R.L.Pennington, ativ. for defendant; 

C.T. Mince Atty. for Piaintifr. 

Mary E.Neff, & witness of lawful age, and the defendant in this 

being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

State your age. 

I am 28 years old. 

wnen were you married to W.RE.Nerf? 

APP4l 12, 1899. 


5S. Your husbend hes here prought suit against you for a divorces 


from the bonds of matrimony, alleging as srounds rfor the granting 


Of said divorce desertion for a period of more then three years be- 
fore the institution of this suit. State whether or not you ever a- 
vandoned or deserted yvour husband V.E.Neff, or ever left him with 

any such intention on vour part. 

AnG. 5 Bia nod. 

0.4. Mr.Neff in his bili,alieges that upon the iast Sunday in July, /¥474, 
or about thet time, that you ai 4 made a visit to your parents, 
and the time arrived for vou to return home, and he reminded vou of 
that Pact, that to his greet surprise end astonishment that you 
informed him that you would not return with him, and would live with 
him no longer. State whether or not you did inforn him that von wenilde 
live with hin no longer and woulé net return with him. 

not 

A.4. J neve said anvthing about living with him any longer, on thst 
ay or any dither time. 
Q.6.H° seys also in his bill that he used aii the persuesion he knew 
to get you to return. State whether or not he offered any inducement 
Or persuasion whatever. 


A.B. Ho, fie didint. 





0.6. “hat was the dats, as voll remember it,of your iast visit to yvour 

father's? 

A.S. On Sunday, I think it was,the 18th dav of August, 1899. 

Q.7. Begin and tell ali that happened between you and Mr.Neff on 

that dav, from the time vou arose in the morning until he left you 

at your father's on the 18th of Aug., 1899. 

0.7%. AS weli as I can remember, cn Sunday morning I asked him if he 

would not go home with me,or up to pe's. He flew mad and commenced 

quarrelling, and he says there aint any use in me going uo theres; 

there is no money to me in being running up there; thev are working 

people up there and they don't want people iavine around them. This 

was the ianguage he would use every time I would ask him to so home 

with me. I still kept begging him to go. He said vou will have to 

Stay at home to day, that there would be a lot of men in there to 
fx “ 

OLkK on the phone, but said I don't aim to atey. ell, I said if you 
je 

don't aim to stay I don't either. Veli, he says hurry and get the 

work. done up and we will ¢ Yeaji, he commenced quarrel fing because 

I could not get ready as soon as he did, and when we got ready to 

Start he had to borrow a nag or hire a neg from a man who lived sa 

short distance from our house, and he did not get his horse untill 

we came on up there. ite saddied his nag for me to ride and when he 

orought it un for me to get on he seid I want vou to hurry and 

up and get away from here. He was going to take the store Kave 

to Mr.Surgner's and leave them there,(this was after he helped 

the horse). I said Yillev why did you not take thet Keys us there 

before vou helped me on the horse and we would both be readv to start 

at once. He said because I wanted to help you up and xiatxxxdxarxxan 

Bit you started, I wanted to get you gone, your absence is more pleas— 

ure than vou pregsence. He took the keys on up to Mr.Surgner's, and 

I rode On up the road, and waited to see whether he came on or whath— 


er he staid there or not. I came on up to where he was going to zat 


the horse, it was from e darkey}; he brought the horse out at the Sate 


by the time Wiliev got up there, and Willey told me to vet dowm off 


Of his horse and give him to #@ him. I had always been riding his 


horses until thet day, and he had been riding the darkev's horse, and 





“2 ge | 


when he took the saddle off of his horse and put it on the darkey's 
horse he handed me the bridie and says take this horse and move out. 
I went to lead the horse out at the sabe to get up,eand the darkey 
said to me,wait and I will help vou to get up. He was mad ail tHe 
way and quarreliing all the way Up to his father's. we came up to 
rate that ietL out to his father's,he said lets go out to pa's and 
yet dinner. I begged him to lets go on up to my pa's and we would 
come pack by there in the evening. He says no, I am going to stop 
nere. I told him thet his mother was eick and not ablie to get dinner, 
and I would rather go on and come back by there in the evening.!| 
Knew he was stili mad., for ne wonldd not taik and he was not friendly 
after we went to the house. Arter dinner him and his father went 

out and had e long talk, and he ceme in then in a 14ttie bit bt 
humor, anc ne said, Mary, if you are going to see se your mamna less 

go. After we started he began quarrellig and aquarrelled ali the wey 
up to my father's. It was getting nearly night by the time we got 
there, and he set around and talked awhile: he did not have much to 
say, and he got ready to start nome, he savs,Mary,it is time we were 
coing if vou are going. I says,I don't know whether ! am going or not. 
I said then ,you have not seen ny new dresser pa got me, and we went 
ofr in the room’ to 100k at that. After we went in the room he said 
Mary, if you are goin less be off. I said I don't know whether I ata 
soing or not, uniess you wili promise me that you will steyv with me 
and treat me better than you have been doing. He says,if you haint, 

I can't» help it. we talked a few mors words about one thing and 
another, I can't remember exactly what words were passed. About that 
time pa came in the room. The talk got up about Villey ieaving me 

and not staying with me of a néght end going to the store, | said 

I was afraid and lonesome and did not want to live there as 1 
peen aoing. Him and pa talked a few woras, and he then went out on 
the porch to start home, end he said,Mary,when shail IT come arter 
you. I said when ever you will agree to stey with me and treat me 
right. He said I never Wave mistreated you. I says I thank you nave , 
or vou would have staid with me when I was sick end begged you to stat 


ad 


He said, I had that little boy to &tay with vou. I said I did not fo 





>< mes 
fev. 


down there to live with that little boy, you are the one I wanted to 
Stay with me. He started off and Said, what shali I do with. bhe horse 
(iieaning the horse I rode there). Pa said, you can take the horse 
nome with you, and if Mary wants to come in the morning, or deeides 
to come,(I do not remember the words),there are plenty of horses 
as he was going down next morning after the cow, It was pa's cow 


our house, which he had loaned us to mMilk,that he had refference 


J ) 
He said (that is father seid) that tee had so far to go through 


the meadow when it would be wet and bad for -.. ZO to milk, that 

it would be cheaper for se to buy our milk and butter than it would 
for me to go so far to milk, that he would go end get the cow whether 
I went back or did'nt go back. when father toid him to take the horse 
on with him he ralked on down to the vard gate and got on his horse 
and pa went down and thev talked some, but I don't Know what was 

and they then went down to the rodd Zate end talked some down there. 
Q.8.From the day about which vou have been speaking up to the time 
when Mr.Nefr instituted this suit, did you ever see Mr.Nerf, have 

eny conversation with him, or any communication from him ofr any kind; 
if so, state what it was? 

A.8. I never saw him for over a year, I guess it was, ond I 

down at the gate one dav when he passed the road, and he wes riding 
just as fast as he eoula ride then, and when he cams up he said howdy , 
and he wes riding so fast I don't know whether he knew that I spoke 
or not. He never halted or checked up his hore & bit when he rode w, 
and went right on. I guess it was a year or longer before I saw him 
again. He then got to coming over in our sattiement to preaching, 

and he would come in and look around in the house and by the time 
breaching was broke he would be fone, and then , after sO long a tine, 
he would come around in a big crowd and say howdy Mary, anc would 
pass right on, and he never sent any word by any one to know if tT 
WOuld Live with him or would come back, or never wrote me any letter 
asking me tO come back, or anv letter at all. 

Q.9. Did he ever visit your father's house env more until after he 
had brought this suit? 





0.10. While you lived together did he treat vou kindly? 
AZ The foregoing ouestion is objected to because leading and sug- 
gestive of the answer desired. 
C.T.Duncan, for Piff. 
A.10. ile did not; his treatment was very unkind. 
Gil. Did he undertake to make his home pleasant, home-like and 
attractive? 
Opjected to for the same reasons above, 
C:T.Duncan, Atty. 
A.ll. He did not; he was always quarreliing, did not seen siencen 
REXBX OF appear to enjoy my company at all. 
Q-12. At the time that your father went to Mr.Neffr for your furniture 
“nd other things, had you abandoned the hope that Mr,Neff was going 
to live with vou? 
A.ic. Yes, sir, I had; for I had talked to different ones ana I 
fskes heard any one say that they thought he cared any thing for me 
or that he would ever come after me. 
Q.-i8. Had you not gotten vourfather to see him and to try to get 
the matter fixed up between you and him, and had not vour father re- 
ported to you that he had failed to affect anv settlement after hav- 
ing seen him? 


. Question objected to because irrelevant and immaterial, and be- 


caus® any statement made to her by her father would be hearsay. 


c.T. Duncan, Atty. 
A.18. Yes, sir, and he also said that Willey said I was not the vwom- 
an he wanted. 
Q.14. How iong had Mr.Neff heen visiting vou and paving his sttention 
to you at the time you were married? 
A.14, Some sight years or longer since we got up the first corres- 
pondcence. 
Q.15. During that time had he mads you to beleive that he really loved 
and cared for vou? 
A.ib. Not ali that time, for we were school mates when we fot up 
our first correspondence, and then we broke off awhile. Rut for some 


time before our marriege I thought he thoucht more of me than any one 





. In your ansrer vou allege that Mr.Neff begen his negiect of 


Q.16 
attention and kindness to vou on the very day that you were narried. 


State what neglect this was, what it was he did. 
PMse. In the first place, we had the hour set to marry at 10 A.iM., 
and I guess it was 12 M or later when he come, and he was very gad 
and did not have but little to sev. There wes something said why ne 
was sO late, and he replied that he came by his father's and calied 
awhile, and afterwards he told me that he was in hopes I would 
Sprumbies beeause he was late in coming, and if 1 bet ne aimed to get 
on his horse and ride off, and he said he would have gone back on ine 
any wav after pa told me that he did not have any money to Rive us 
now, but thet he would help us later on, if ne had not been afraid 
I would have iawed him. Ye started the evening miteme we were uiarried 
to Knoxvilie. “Ye went to Hubbard spring in a hack, ana he paid but 
littie attention to me on the road over there. He walked most of the 
wav instead of riding, and when he did ride he sit down on the side 
of the Hed instead of riding on the seat. we went to Mr.Noe's and 
took supper and waited for the train. He did not pay but iittie at- 
tention to me there at Mr.Noe's, and he wanted to know if I nad peen 
a firl that had been raised to go about over the country by myself, 
or had I been used to company, seid Be had much rather that TI had been 
a girl that had been used to going by myself, that he did not intend 
to go with me mueh. when we got on the train he seated me ons place 
and he went to another. Yhen we got down to Rose Hili hse said ne 
have to get off and get a ticket, end the train started before ne 
came back, and I called to the conductor to Know where Mr.Nefl was 
and he said he was on the train, and I said no, he has'nt come in ysat, 
and ne says he is in vounder in thse smoking car. Ye went on down 
to cumberland Cap and we staid ail nignt. Next morning Willey said, 
Mery I heve took a notion of going back this morning, what do you say? | 
(we had started with the intention of staving two or thres days). I 
said I am willing to do any thing vou sev’ I am making this trip to 
please vou. "es went on to Knoxville that morning and returned to the 


Gav that evening. He did not treat me verv “ind in Knoxville; he want 





On with the drummers and did not pay much attention to me. After 
we came back to the Gap that night, which was about or eae littie while 
berore dark, and after supper Yiliey said he was going out in town, 
and he locked the door and locked me up un steirs and took the key 
with him, and he staid until awav late in the nisht and come back 
and went to wadend never spoke. Next morning we zot on the train and 
came up to Rose Hiil, and a boy metus there with soine horses “and 
we cane up to Mr.SsSurgner's on Saturday morning and HEELS dintas and 
staid Saturday night, and he treated me verry distant and cooi after 
we £¢ here, and on Saturdey evening he seid that he wanted me toa 
homes and see if my mother would give me a hen and chickens, and 
sundey morning we went to Friendship to preaching, and he toid me 
> would take me to his father's that evening and leave me, thet he 
had to go back to the store that evening, and that next morning ne 
would get his father to send ms home by a little bov, (I mean vould 
send me to iny father's )mmkxtaxkxedx. I went to my father's the next 
morning and I staid until Friday, and I never told my people anything 
ahout Willsy sending ine home, and on Priday pa seid vary, if vou are 


/) | ‘ 
sOing to do any sgd you had better go homes, as Yillev ha@ but one 


ad fis 
horse,he will have to hire one or borrow one, a#@ pou have 44 up 


here, and I will go down with you this morning. when we zot dorm there 
he treated us very distant, EF theught, and did not seem that he was 
Siad to see us. That evening we fixed up for house keeping and vent 
to doing our dwn cooking. In a few days he went to grumbling about 
my baking bread, and Kept on quarreiliing from one thing to another 
rrom that time on. H® commeensd quarrelling about wanting me to stay 
in the store as clerk. I told him that I thought it would be imuch 
better for hin sm to get Mr.Minter to clerk as ne had been there, 
than it would to get a girl to do the house work. In 4 short tame ne 
got Prancis Whisman to stav, and in a few dats after she come there 
he turned Mr.Minter off, and then he wanted me to be cierk and J 
told him I did not want to, that I did not know mich about it, 
he would not stay there and give me any instructions. ‘hen I would 
ask him where anv thine wes at in the stores,he would say, hunt it end 


find it, that is what I have to do. May.I would do something during 





8B. 


the dev that did not suit hin, and when nizht would come he would 
Rie 

quarrel about it. I staid in the store day after dav; may be bould 
rent me to stay until he would go off in the neignborhood or in a 
swinming, and because EF could not stay, he would quarrel and say 
you have not staid in the store more then a dav or day and @ haif in 

ell that you have staid in the store. At iest I told nim I was Zoing 
to quit staying in the store and inay be the fursre would stop then. 
Arter Prencis left he brought that 1iti.e boy there then; I think 

she staid geven weeks. The evening he prought the little boy there, 
after supper he said Mary you can fix this pov a bed to sieep in where 


V6 
he said I am going to the store to stay to nignt, and fi 


1 HLEeaGA, 
commenced begging him not to leave me that I did not want hin 

end I foliowsd him to ths door and I git dowmm in the door and 

crving. He said you need not ery nor say narry word 

and he want on to the store. He kept on going to the 
of a night and I kept on begging him not to go, that 

and lonesomand did not want hin to iseave, and he said ¢ mace 
arrangement for two momen to meet him there every night. ile said the 
prettv ons came about midnight and the other apout tow o'clock. 

The further taking of these depositions are pagournad over 

until to-morrow morning at 8:80 A.M., at the same piace. Tis 


pec. &, 1808. y ; F 
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Tie pursuant to adjournment at the law office of R.I,.Pennington. Dec 


Brad, 1908, Pee MU. 


commissioner. 
Q-i7. In answer to the foregoing question you stated thet Mr.NefF 
toid vou after you were marriod thet he hoped that vou would grumbie 
because he was late in coming at the tine vou were married, and tole 
7YOn af you Ba nie aimed to get on his horse and ride off. You sav 
also that he told vou thet he would heve zone back on vou after vour 


8 > i . 
fatiier told #49 that he had no monev to give vou set thet time. I will 


ask vou to state when and where it was he tid you these things 


‘2 » 


A. 37. It was dom at our home one dey when he was mad and quarrfei- 


line at ~~. a. a 





ling at something. 

0.13. What pecame of vou in Knoxville after Mr.Neffr went off with 
the drummers? 

A.13, MY.Car?, & drummer, taken care of me. Yillev went on with the 
dmunmers, and Mr.Carr took us out to the hotel and we got dinner. 
0.19. Did he give you env reason why he jocked you in the hotel at 
Cumberiad Gap? 

A.19. He seid he would lock the door and I eould stay at the hotel 
until he ceme vack. 

0.20. No vou know whose horses it was thet met you at ® Rose fai, 
and when the arrangement was made for the horses to meet you? 

A.20. One of the horses wes Mr. MeCiure's and the other was Mr.Narr's. 
He said he phoned to Mr.Minter the morning we got back to Rose Hild 

to send the horses. We waited at Rose Hijdi a rignt smart while till 
the horsescame. 

O.21. On the day Mr.Neff took you home for the last time, bv the way 
of refreshing your memory, I will ask you to state if on the road if 


he did not teil you that he married you to make hin monev and vou 


had failed to do it or words to that effect. State the language he 


used to vou as nearlv as vou can. 

Opgected to because leading, irrelevant, immateriai. 

c.T.Dunean, Atty. &c. 
A.2al. He said; Tl married vou to make rmronev for me and vou havent 
done it; or haint a doing it, and IJ don't know which. de said I 
never had been any thing but an expense to him since I had bean dovn 
thers, 
Qeor. At what is known as the Big Spring at "m.Young’s, on the way 
to your father's, the last day Mr.Nerfr took vou home, did vou s3e6¢ 
Hiram J.Yeary and John H.Saddler, at or near that place? 
kx Objected to beeause immaterial and irrelevant. 
Punean, Atty. 
did. 

QeA7.Vas Mr. Neff at the time you passed this pleece querrfel ing 


and fursing at vou? 


tex Objected to because leading and suggestive of the answer desired, , 





ame « HA Was. 


A 
Q.24. In vou answer it is stated that Mr.Nerf shunned you and often 


when vou would come into his presence thet he would teli you to get 
out of his sight that vourabsence was prefereble to vour prasence, 
and that often he would teli vou to zo home to vour father and stay 
there. If such language was used to vou, five the words so used as 
near as you can, when and where it was, and how often as ne 

can tell that such language was used to vou. 

A.24, He would tell me thatdirrerent Limes. hen aver he would get 
mad at me about anv thing he would say to me your absence is more 

e 

preferable than vour presence. he would teli me this whenever ne 
would get mad at me, which was often. Fverv night when he would stey 
et the house he would drive me into the back room to sleep. He would 
say Mary when are vou going to bed? He would sav get up and take the 
light and get out of here and would not even let me kesp the iio 
burning in the back room. He told me time and again I couid zo home 
to my father's and stay, thet he did not vent me there, no 4 

Q.2b. PO you remember coming up to vour father's with ws r alone 
with him on one @ceasion when he brought some sheep up to his father's, 
and when he got to the forks of the roed, vou went on to vour fatner's 
and he went on to his father's. Do vou remember an occasion like thet? 
A.26. [ remember the time, it was some time in May, towards the iast 
Of Mav. 

0.26. If he said anv thing to vou about going home, state whet it was. 
A. 76, He was iad and auerreling about something, I can't renender 
what it was, and he said I need not come back down there any more, 

Cor vour absence is more pleesure than! presence (these were the words 
he always used). He had reference to coming back down to where we 
lived. I remember of another time of going home and he went a piece 
of the wey with me, and he was quarreling then, and he said don't vou 
Sey narry word for if vov do I will turn vou back right here, for 
YOu are mane and the mere is mine. 

Qe”. How far was the dwelling house from the store house, where vou 
Lived? 


227. T would guess 80 or 40 yards, or May be farther. About the 





same distance as from R.J,.Pennington's lew offices to Gibson's store 


8. Did Mr.Neff stav at tne dweliing house or store nouse?magxxar 


He 28. At first he staid at the house--up to the time that Mr¢"7hismen 


ceme-— and then he staid at the sore most of the time. After sne lert 
he came back to the house and staid untill he brought the little boy 


there, and then he went to the store and staid most of the time. 


Loving and dutiful wife, Kind to your husband, and faithful to him? 
AX Onjected to because leading, 
C.T.bunean, Atty. &e 
A.25. I tried to be the best I eonld under the circwastances, 
shunned my companv all that he could. 
Q.80.Up to the time of the bringing of this suit, were you willing 
for the reconeilfiation of the differences existing between you and 
Mr, Neff, and wiliing to live with him if he would give vou reasonably 
fair trestnent? 
Objected to hbeacause leading. 
Punean, Atty. &c. 
A.80., Yes, sir, I was. 
Q.ei. After the suit was brought, and Mr.Neff hed mecde propositions 
of the settlement of reconciliation, why was it that vou did not ac- 
cept the terms offered by hin? 
A.8l. Because he never made me any proposition thet he would do any 
bettsr than when we were living together. 
ee. Tell what happended between vou and htm when he wisited vou 
pending those necotiations. 
A.en, The first time he came he brought a hack or vehicle and a ian 
and e boy with him, and he seemed very distant, end he set around 
and talked a iittie while and ne seid Mary I want to have a private 
talk with you. The dav was a very cold dav, and pa went out into 
another room to make us a fire, and while ya wa 
fire he said Marv vou have an invitation to =o home, and if vou are 
going get on your blues. I did not make hin any answer at that time, 


and after that we had a private talk, and he was out on the porcn 





ready to start home, end he went to the door of the room thet ur. 
Fiy was in and said Mr.Fiy I aa ready to go, and as Mr.Fly walked out 
Mm the poreh Willev said Mary vou have an invitation to go home, and 
are going less go, and just walked off. I said, Yillev, it 
Aint tine for me to go vet, vou have not got that suit out of court 
that vou brought against me there, and he said it is my svit and I 
can draw it whenever I gat ready, and I said vou could have draved 
it if I had not answered yourbill, but there has to be something else 
Then he said something sise, but I can't remember what it was, 
said Willey you are the one that has brought this suit: I said 
if I had been the one to have brought the suit it would never heve 
been brought, and he just walked off and did not sev any thing more 
that J remember of, and sometime after that on Sundsey morning, he 
came back and took dinner at our house, and in the evenine we hee 
a private talk, and he would not taik any any at all about trving 
to reconciles the differences that were existing hetween us, and I 
asked him if he had any proposition to make and he said he was'nt 
iawing on Sunday, and he went off then and came back next morning 
and just as ne rods up to the gate Miss Burchett came in and they 
both came into the house abcut the same time and he got to taikang 


about her girls and about people marrving and he said several things 


that hurt her feelings and she fired him pretty stout, and n- rot 


mad and fixed to leave. I comaenced talking to him about us trving 

to reconcile this little difficulty and asked him whet proposition 

he had to make, and he said I have none, he said vou can't make me 
over nor I can't make vou over, and I said Willey I am not trving to 
Make you over. I said I oniv ask vou to change vour own wavs. It said 


we both eould change if we would try. I don't renmembar that he inade 


~~ 


ee 


ae any answer. He waikead out on the poreh and I went out on the poren 
and kept talking to him. He would not Give me any satisfaction anv 
way and just walked off down to the gate and got on his horse and 
startea 1etine after that, but I can't sav how lone it wes, he 
came hack again, and he talked around in 2a bluffing manner as though 
he aimed to secare me and make me gO back and stey with him, and tola 
ne that if I did'nt go baek he would advertise me ona MARS me <o 


| totPe- the chine 
and that he wanted ime to draw allimony, 2nd said thet af I did'nt & 
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@estat JT would never get to Heaven, for that e woman could never get 
there and draw alimony off her her husband, or words to thet effect. 
Q.88. Tid you or not beleive him to be sineer in making propositions 

of compromise and reconcilyiation, and in bringing about a settlement 
of the suit which was pending? 

A.oe, NO gir, I did not. 

Q.54. What did vou beleive was his object in making the propositions 

which he did? 

A.34,. I thought his counsel had sadvised him to do 

agdvantegese of me in the suit. 

0.85. Whet did you beieive that he would do if vou sagreed to oO pAacK 
with him, and did go back with him, on the terms proposed pv him, 
alter the suit was dismissed and the case was out of court? 

A.8b. I thought that he would get up and leave me and go to some other 
State and get his divorce, for I asked him where he would take me if 
I went home with him, and he said I don't know, for I never know 

one day what I will do the next. 

Q.986.dave vou anv means of swpport; that is have vou sny property of 
your own? 

A.36, I have two calves, and other things amounting to somethine 


Over $100.00, 


Q.87. Has Mr.Neff contributed enything to vour support/since vou were 
decreed 
separated in Aug., 1899, outside the $100 ASHER to be paid in this 


cause 2 


4 


A.82. He has not. 
9.88, Are you acquainted with Amenda Lawson, who gave her deposition 
in this cause? 

Ata. , 

9. In herd deposition she States that she went to vour house to 
Séra piece of carp=t and that vou told her that the reason vou did 
not eut the carpet and put it dorm was that you was not satisfied to 
live there. State whether or not vou used any such language to her 
On thet occasion. 

A. 89. I did not #use such language as that, and I don't 


vs any resson ror not putting the carpet dom. 


0, there were a few more words,and vou 





ao to mv father's or papas". State if vou used that or anv similoer lLan- 
Susse. 
A.40, No sir, I did not, 

Q.41.—- Mrs. Lavson also says that you said to her that you never 
axpected to have anv children by that bald headed Bill Neff. Dia 
you use this language to her? 

A.41.-- NO sir. There was nothing said about children as I remem 
per of. 

Q.42,.-- She also states that Mr. Neff said that you kicked hin 
out of the had or oyt of the door and locked it &e. State whether 
or not any such language as that was used in vour presence? 

A.44.-- There was noteny such ianguaze used while she staid there, 
in mv presence. 

Q-43.-— State what did occur on that day between you ang Mrs. hew- 
son and Will Neff. 

A.48.-- Mrs. Lawson and Willie came to the house justoa few min-—- 
utes before I got dinner ready. I was busy about iy dinner, and I 
went to the kitchen door and invi@ed her to go an and take a cnair, 
that | would be in in s few minutes, and when T went in her and wil- 


lie were looking at the sewinS machine. She said that she wanted to 


Willie to order her one and she came out to see that One, 

she taiked about the machine until she got ready to start and 

said "IJ must get readv to go", and I invited her to stay for 
dinner. She did so, and efter difnner Yil1ie wentoout to the store, 
and I brought out the earpet and showed her end she liked it so well 


she sage "rt weave some Just like it". We want out 


then and she finished trading, and she "Marvy if 
go 


carpet in like yours when T home, I wi send for you to-norror. 
And Wiiiie savs "you needn't to send for she may be son? home". And 
MPS. LAaWson says"Marvy don't leave before 12 o'clock any way, if I 
send I wiii send before that time". And there was not any auch talk 
passed as she says there was, as I have any recoliection of. 

Q.44.-— DO you know William N. Rurchett who gave his d=position in 


this case? 


A,44,-~+ T do. 





Qe46.-- In his deposition he states: * Yl heard Mrs. Neff say in 
woman 
a conversation with some mmm, I do not renember at this time who the 
women was, thet she did not intend to iive With him, that she did 
not intend to raise anv kids by the beld headed scoundrel ac," 
State whether or not you used ery such languege as Mr. Burchets 
estifies in his deposition? 
A.45.-- I never did use any such language to anv 
Q.46.-- No vou know Sterling Rarns? 
A.--IT have no acquaintance with him. I saw himkx here to now 


him the dav he was a witness. 


Q.47.-— Didvou hear him give his deposition in this case? 


®S in his deposition that he was at Ur. Nerf! 

buv some potatoes, that vou were present when the potatoss or 
portion of them were being measured up, that he and you had a @dif- 
ference eab-ut the potato es, and that you said "the dern bald headed 
fool, ov the dern fool bald headed son of a biteh, he never did imow 
what he was doing". State whether you gused any sucn language 
him or to anv one else. 

A.-~ I was not out where they were measuring the potatoes, 
I never used anv such Lenzuage to hin or to any one else. 

Q.49.-- To you know Mertha Medlock? 

A.-~ IJ know her when I gee her, put I have no acquaintance with 
her. 

Q.50.-- In her devosition she states that at Jdefrerson Neffts houce 


J 
and to his wife you Said "that Walliam Nerr would never remember 


+ le 2 tend ’ ; ) - 
finding anv kid py /aer, State if vou used any suen language. 


A.e-- She never heard any such lammguage at Mr. &S or any 
Where else. I nevar used any such lenzuege, 

C-b1.—- What wes said between you and Mreg¢ Neff ebout 
that day when YOU were there”? 

A.-~ Well we were talking sebout mv treatment, and she 
I were vou and had a S90d home IT would 20 to it, 

Q0252%.-- Do vou know MOliie Seott, who save her deposition in this 


Case? 





hd 


Q0.6538.-—— Did you hear her give her testimony in this case? 


Q.54.--— I Wiil ask you to give in your own lenguage a state-— 
ment of whet occurred petween vou and her at the times and .iaces 
mentioned in her deposition? 
A.-~ I was here at tne Association a vear age last September, 
and at dinner time one of the Misezirls says ‘ars. Neff take dinner 
with us" end Mollie vas with those firis and I taken dinner with Mr. 
sparks, and after she eat dinner with Mr. Mise's she came dowm to 
where I was at, and she ssys, “are you Will Neff's wife?" I savs "TI 
pass for it". She says "We T thought you was when I heard thet girt 
Call you Mrs. Neff" and she said " I am Zlad to meet you for I live 
right close to where Willie selis goods". She says "TI am glad I 
fot to see vou for I have heard so much taik about you, for every- 
body over in our settleanent wants to see you". And she seys " I am 
the fisrt one that has got to see you from over there. And I said 
beck to her " You are the first one thet has got to see the show, 
as you “anted to see me so bad" And then she said "Deo you allow any 
one to tealik to you on the subject about you and Will?" And I saian 
If they dodn't sav any thing out Of the way I do. She talked on 
and several more words passed but I don't remember what was seid. 
she esked me if I thought we would ever get back together anv 
more. And I said "I don'y know for I don't know whether Willie 
wants me back or not" and I asked her if she thought he did or had 
ever neard him say anything about it. She seid she had never heard 
say anything about it but from what other peovie had told her 
didn't think he did. And I said kx "If he never comes beck to 
me (Or something to that amount) who is he sparking over there?" 
she said she didn't know whether any one or not, but that she 
thought that Susie Andis wes struck on him, for she hed been brag 
Sing about going to Camp-meeting and Association in Mr. Neff'g 


buggy. And I said "I reckon if she thinks so much Of him I reckon 


sne is the girl he bought a bracelet and put on her arm at Mara p— 
oe 


a? 





mesting". And she says "I didn't know he had bought any bracelet 
and put on any girl's arm. I toid her that I heard he did and asked 
her if she could find out whether she was the one or not, 

she told me that she would do so. J believe thet is about all. 


Q65.—-- Is Harrison Orick, the boy who gave his deposition in this 


C 
case, the same boy that said with vou at Mr. Neff's? 


A.—-- Yes sir I suppose he was, but he has changed ao great deal since 
he was there. 

Q 66'-~ In his deposition he states thet while he was staying at 
your house he saw you spit in Mr. Neff's face three times over a © 
smoothing iron. Pell all that happened about the smoothing iron. 

A.-- I was down at Mr. MeCiures and borrowed some smoothing irons 
~ one or two, I don't know which — end as Harrison was with me he 
took the frons and went on to the house before I got there. Tiiile 
was standing on the pgreh when I went. I kKnowed he was mad before 
I got to the house because he commenced quarreélling about the irons, 
and he Kept on quarreliling until at last he sent the irons home 
b>fore I had used them. And he’kept on quarrelling about the irons 
aftar ne had sent them home, and want and got the reasor and ist on 
like he was going to we, enc he gquerrelled awhile until he 
said he had eae good mind or a good notion to siap my jaws, and after 
awhile he went and put the reesor away and went on to tne store, 
and staid awhile, and then he come back and commenecsd querrelling 
about the irons againx and walked up end commenced slapping my 
jaws. I Kept walking backwards until I got to the partition door, 


and then I sseys ™vijliie if you come any further I am going to 
spit on your and he kept walking on till at last I did spit on hin. 


Q.67.-—- Yas vour spitting on Mr. Neff the result of tne provoca— 
t70n by slapping your jaws and ouarrelling at you? 

A.-- Yes sir, it was. 

Q.58.--— Are vou acquainted with Yilliam Minter? 

A.--.I am. 

Q.569.-- In his deposition in this case he states that you said 
you were not setisfied and at times would talk of going home, as 


to wietner vou really mesnt it or rot that is left to bo ascertsined, 





Please state if you used any such language to Mr. Minter. 

A.-- I never said anything about going home Only on a visit, and 
I don't know that he ever heard me say anything apout that. 

Q.60.-- Mr. Minter is asked whether or not he Knew of any »,reépar- 
ation that you mnade about packing up your things preparatory to 
going home, in reply to which he said that you got some boxes at 
the store but he did not Know what you were soing to do with them. 
State whether or not you made any oreparation when you left Mr. 
Neffts the Last time by packing up your things in boxes or other- 
wise, preparatory to leaving Hr. Well? 

A.-- I did not.I had some bed ciothing in 976 pox that Wiliie 
took cut there to put bed clothing or wearing clohhing in,’ as bd 
didn't have anvwhere els to put them. 

Q.61.--— Did you pack up anything, cioths or anything else for 
the purpose or intention of leaving Mr. Neff? 

Ae—— I Gid not. 


HY ERIXX— X-Examination. 


Q.1. po you want a divorce from Ww. ENeff? 


A.d. I aidd'nt until after the bring 6r this suit, and when he oe is 
Nw 


in his bill asking for e divorce, I also ask for one. 
0.2. DO you object to w.E.Neff getting a divorce from you? 
A.2. Not if the court will give me one too. 
0.2, Then if 4f you want a divorce vourself and do mot object to his 
having one why are vou defending this suit so vigorously? 
A.3. IT am not making any fight to his getting his divorcee. l only 
Rxxx ask alimony for the purpose of having something for my maintain- | 
ance hereafter. | 
Q.4. Then your whole fight against Mr.Neff, and your whole contention 
in this case, is to get money out of him, is it not? 

The fForezoing question is objected to because the defendants 
contention is fully set out in the pleadings, and the question asked 
ig therefore impertinent and immaterial. 

R.L.Pennington, Atty &c. 


A.4. I would not have answered his bill but he alleged me with deser- 


tl 





tion, of which I was not guilty. 


0.6. Then please state what is the purpose of vour defense, to Seat 


money out of him, or to contradict the charge of desertion or saban- 


donment? 

The foresoing question is cbjected to because the Lpieadings 
the case, end especialiy the answer of the defendant show exactiy 
her contention. This answer shows that her contention ida that Bhe 
did not abandon Mr Neff and desert him, but that he abandoned and 
deserted her. Her answer shows that she claims alimony, and clains 
that she is entitled to e Givorce because the plaintiff abandoned her, 
and not she him. R.Ir.Pennington, Atty. 

A.5. My answer to his bill shows verv plainly what mv object is. 
Q.6, Then you are not willing, if I understand you correctly, to 
state under oath what your object is in this defencse, an I correct 
in - Shee? . 
A-~ I think I have answered verv plainly. 
Q.7. How iong after vou and Mr.Neff were married until you became 
dissatisfied with vour bargain? 
AXXX. Objected to pecause the witness has not stated that she was 
dissatisfied with her hargain at any tine. 

Pennington, Atty. 
A--I have never said that I was diésatisfied. 
0,8. Were vou, or were vou not, dissatisrieay with your bargain? 
A~-I was not dissatisfied bad enough to abandon hin. 
Q.39. "ere you sufficientiy dissatisfied to require of him a change 
in his conduct towerd vou, and if vou state you were, please state 
when vou become so? 
Yes, 
A~~ I would nave liked for him to have done different if he would; I 
became sc when he commenced mistresting me. 
Q.20. On the 138 day of Aug., 1899, when vou and he went to vou fath- 
er's, was it not vour purpose when you statted km to your father's 
en thet dav, not to return again to Mr.Neff's home? 
A--HO sir, it was'nt. 
Q.di. “hen did you come to the conclusion that you would not return 


with him? 





have'nt said that I had ever come to thet conclusion. 

Well, did you or did you not, on that day determine that you 
not retirn with him to his home? 

sir, I did'nt. 


well, vou did not return with him did you? And now please state 


why it was you did not return with hin if you had'nt determined that — 


VOU would not? 

A.. No sir. Recause he went off and iert me. 

Q.14. Why, did he not ask you to go home with him? 

A-- Yall, he said Marv, if vou are going iess go. 

Q.i6. Well, did vou not refuses to go? 

A-- There had not been any thing said about going, and I do not know 

why he said"if you are going”, 

Q.i6. I will repeat m cuestion again. Tid you not refuss to return 

home with him on that day? 

A-~--I only said, "Willey, I don't Know whether I em going or not", 

unless you will stey with me and treat me pnetter thon you have been 

aoing". 

Q.17. Tid you go with him theyw,or have you ever since returned to him? 

A-- No sir, and T have never since returned to him; as I was always 

expecting him to come for ine as he took me home and left me. 

0.18 Yas it his proposition or vours that you went to vour fatner's 

on that dav? 

A~-It was mine; I asked him to go on a visit. 

Q.i9. Then vou took him with you, instead of him taking you with hin, 

did vou not? 

A--Mav be he went without taking. 

Q20. Did he not Object very seriously that morning to goings? 

A~~ He did not say any more that morning than he alwavs said when I 
ham toe go. It did not make any difference when I asked him to 
WOULd say Veaeeo.reetiomer there is no use in my going up there, 
is no money to me to be going up there. He never did go but 

just a faw tines. VWhen I went I had to go by mvself. 

Q.84. Repeating again my question. Wili you please state, whetner or 


not Mr.Neff, on that morning objected to vou and he goinz to vour 





r's on that dav? 
Sir, I don't know that he said any thing about my going, 
Did he not teil vou that vou would have to stav at home that 
v, that there would be e lot of men there to talk on the phone? 
A--Yes, sir. But after he said that he told me to hurry and get ready 
‘nd we would go. 
well, he said that did'nt he in answer to you persistent bezgzing 
him to 0? 
A--Yes, sir. 


Q.24.¥hy did you not return with him that evening? 


A-- Because he waiked off and id me, or rode of, which ever you 


please to call it. 

Q.26. Is thet all the reason? 

A-- I thought he did'nt want me to zo home with hin. 

Q.c6,.HOw many times that evening before xam he ieft did he proposes 
to you Por vou and him to ¢o home? 

Avy-H® Oniy seid that twice, using those words, and I do not know 
why he said "if you are going", when nothing hed been said about ray 
not going. 

Q.27. Each time he proposed to vou to start home, vou ren 

you did not know that you were going, did you not? 

A--Yes, sir. Ones I did not give him anv reason for making him such 
an answer, and the nextime I said I don't know wherther I am foing 
or not unless vou are going to stay with me and treat me better, as 
[ was tired of living alone as I had been doing. I only say) that 
with the expectation that if he cared any thing for me he would acree 
to do different from what he had been doing. 

Q.28, Are not theme the exact words Mr.Neff used when he first Ssug— 
gested that it wes time to start: "Mary,I guess it is about time we 
were going" 

A... NO, sir, it aint. 

Q29. On thet evening, and when he was about starting, did he not ask 
you when he must come for you? 

A--Yes, sir. And I told him whenever he would agree to stay with me 
and treat me right. 


{) 





Q.80. Did he not claim there thet evening that he never had mnistreat— 
ad vou? 

A-- He always claimed that he had never mistreated me, and a man never 
inistreats his wite unless he whips her, NA@xXzEzx as 

0.31. Repeeting my question again. T will ask vou to state if Mr.Neff 
did'nt clain there at your father's that evening, that ne had never 
mistreated you? 

A-~-Yes, he said that, and I said, Willis, I think vou did or you would 
hegaxstaid with me when J Was gick, and I begged you to stay. 

9.82. when were you sick and how long? 

A--—- It was one Sunday when we had been to preaching and I went home 
ain the sick headeche. 

Q.22. when Mr.Neff first propos ad to vou that evening to go home, 

did vou not propose to him to go in the room with you and 100k at a 
dresser which vour father had bought for you, and when vou started 

did vou not motion to you father io follow you and Mr,Neff in the 


room? 


A--No, sir, I did'nt. P ic prope lo Fe o -lrite of Chee Mere C2 Lo 
hilo. Q10t- Berlenrr rage 
QO. es what other treetnhent OL fe 4 Neff, except not staying in the room 


with you that evening when you was sick, did you complain of to him 
on that occasion? 

A--Por leaving me alone of nights and going off to the store, and 
quarrellig at me so much, and about keeping those women there at the 
store, 

0.35. You mentioned all these things that evening over there at your 
father's, did you? 

Av-Ali except the women, I can't remember that any thing was 

anpout them that avening or not. 

Q86.~-—- You never believed did you that he was Keeping other women 

in the store? 

A~-I did not know whether he was or was not. 

Q.37.Did you beleive that he was keeping women in the store? 

A-— I did not know whether to beleive it or not; I did not watch the 
store to see whether any body come to the store or did'nt. 

Q38. Then if I understend you correctly, all the mistreatment of iir 


a 





eff of which you complain was his failing to stay in the room witn 

you the evening you had the sick headache, his quarreiiig at you, his 

staving at the store some nights and his telling you that he had wo- 
men to come to see him at the stores? Is this all? If not, 

thing else of which vou complain. 

A~—- This is not all: I did mot want to be left alone; I did not want 

to be driven out of the room into another by mrself; and I wanted him 

to be Kind and friendly and affectionate. 

Q.89. Were vou always kind and affectionate to him’ 

A-- TY would have been if he would have let me, but he would not let 
stey where he was.He would not stay at the house, and if I went 
the store where he was &t he would go to the house, and if I went 

to the house then he would go out and set under a dhade tree. 

Q.40. How meny times did vou spit in his face, on how many different 

occasions? 


+ 


A..Only ones, and would not have done that if né had not been siap- 
ping. mv jaws. 

041. On how many occasions, if any, when he gave you candy, wcuid 

you throw it back at him? 

A-—- J never threw anv at hin, that I have any recollection of. 


Q.42.0n one eeccasion whiae you and he were living together down at 


Ann, did you not come into the store where he and Pick Bali had 


cut open a watermelon, and did not Mr.Neff eut off a pisces and give 


it to vou and you threw it down on the fioor and kicked it out of 
doors and qverrelied at him, then went out of doors yourself and 

said "Bili, Neff, the durned o1d son of bitehn, did not have any sense 
any wavr or words to that effect? 

A-~-No, sir; I never saw him and Beli have any watermelon, or eating 
any watermelon at the store; nor I never used the language vou nave 
down there. 

Q.48. On another occasion, while you lived there together, in presence 
of Sam Anderson, did you not threaten, or tell Mr Neff that vou would 
leave him, and did he not tell you that he did not want vou to leave 
him, that he was able and would take care of you, or words to thet. 
effect? 


A--I never had any such talk, or said anything about leaving, and 





Pa 2 
AA. 


Wiliey never used any such language in my presence. 


The further taking of these depositions are adjourned over until 


«4 


to-morrow morning at 8 O'ck A.M., at the sane ws This Dec.s., 


Py 
soe eevee envreevse Fey 


1908. (se ow thet ewe. 3 
commissioner. 
Met pursuant to adjournment at the Law office of R.L.Pennington, 
‘ 
Dee. 4th, 1908, sevedtiqdll a 
commissioner. 

0.44, You state in answer to one of the questions neretofore propoun— 

ed to vou that you were always Kind and affectionate to Mr.Neff. 

NOW will vou please state what you think are the duties of a Kind 

and affectionate wife to her husband. 

A-—-TO treat him Kind and b* firiendiy and respect him above ali éth- 

ers, 

Q.45. a rour opinion, are those all the duties she ows 

vO hin? 

A--NO, sir, I don't think it is, but I don't know that I can give 

you any more nor. 

O46. Ig it not a fact that while you and Mr.Neff were living to- 

gether at Ann, thet vou refused to sleep in the room with him, on 

various occasions’? 

A--NO, Sir, [ wouid have staid in the room with him every night, nut 

he would not allow me thet priviliege. 

Q.47. On ons Occasion, while Prancis Yhisman was Living with vou, 

aid vou not lock vouself in the room, avay from awr.Nert, when he was 

*3Sing and pleading with vou to sleap in the room with hin? 


A~-J only locked the door « fer nights when he was quarrel sing ge 


bined 
ager going on to such an extent thet I did not know but what he would 


Kis me before morning, and'I did not aim for him to eome into the 
room Uniess I Knew it. The evening you was speaking of, or that night, 
he had heen ouarrelling about my not staying in the store and he come 
to the house and got his pistol end want back out to the store, but 

I don't Know what he done with the pistol, whsther he Kept it or 

what he done with it. 

.45,0n that aeeasion, did he not beg you to come out in the room 

and sleep with him, and ask Miss “hiasman to hes vou to come out and 


SiPOD with him? 





A---Bmxme He did, he asked me to stey in his room that night, or some- 
thing to that effect. He did not ask Miss Yhisman to bez me to come 
out and slesp with him. I went in his room to stay that night and 
he still Kept suarrelling so much thet I finally went back to my 
own room. Francis said, Mary, why did you not stay in Yiliey's room, 
and I said hacsuse he auarrelled so at me. 

0.49. On that night, did he not cous into the room where you and m 
Miss "hismen were, take you by the arm and say, "Mary, I tnink you 
mizht come into the room and slesp with me end show me some respect"? 
A--No, sir, he did'nt. 

Q.60. On another occasion, when two drummers came to vour house, 
Mr.Kidd and Mr.Cameron, did you not go off into the west roam of the 
house, shut the door and 1ock vourself in? 

A-- No, sir, I did'nt. 

0.61. Did you not opyect to being a wife to Mr.Neff, and running the 
risk of bearing children by his? 

A~-I did not sav anything against being a wife when he would treet 
me with the respect of pb husband. 

0.62. Pid vou not object to running anv risk of bearing children by 
him? 

A--~I did not. 

Q0.68. Pid you set any time while you were merried rittingt rior him 
to have connection with you as a husband? 

A--If ne did't it was his fault. 

Q.64. Repesting my question again. Did vou set any time, while vou 
end Mr.Neff were living together as husbend end wife, willing on 
your part, allow him to heve connection with you as*a husband? 


A--Yes, sir. 


_— you always, on such occasions, fight him, scratch hin, 


we him, and frequently ieavinzg your marks upon hin? 

A--No, sir, I did'nt. 

Q.b6. Did you never serateh him nor oiGBt nin? ' 

A-~—- I hed other use for mv testh in place of Lbbine Rill Neff with. 


Q.57. "Well, now pleas answer my question. Did you never seratch hin 


nor hin? 


sy 
a 





A--I could plainly say Ho, if that yould be eny answer to his auestion. 
Q.68.¥ell, repeating the question again. Pid you ever acerateh him or 

, har? 
A--—-NO, sir. 
0.59. On one occasion whise you were living at Amn, did he not try 
to have connection with vou and you cought his eer petween you teeth 
and bit it almost through, leaving a mark thet Lested severel days? 
A-~-No,sir, I did'nt. 
Q.60. You state in answer to questions that have heretofore baen pre- 
pounéed to you, that you were willing upto the tine this suit was 


brought to have returned to Mr.Neff and live with him. Vere vou ever 


at any time ee return to and iive with him without 


exacting from him promises end conditions? 

A--No, sir, I was'nt,; LAPXEKXALAXNRLXNARAXAAKXRANLIARMRRKINXHIBXSIN— 
ROKILKX EX QUIK XASKRAXKHAIMXLOXMARKRXMRXAXKRERKAREALIAR | would have wanted 
him to have made me some promises that he would have staid with me 
and treated me right. I could not have afforded to have gone pack 
and neean left slone. 

Q.@1. Did Mr.Neff ever leave you alon® A single night while you and 
he were living together? 

A--He went off and left me when he did not know whether I couna get 
eny one to stay with me or not. 

Q.62. During the four months that you and he lived together, how 
many nights, if any, did he ever stay away rrom home? 

A-~-I don't remember exactly how many but a good many. 

Q.62. Can vou remember a single instance during the four months 

you end him lived together, that he staid away fron the premises there 
and if vou do,teil where he staid and what his business was? 

A-~ Well, he would sey that he was going to town and he would gener- 
aliv stert the evening before, and go as far as Minter's, so he seid, 
and then he went out a sheep buying end staid all night and did not 
tell me when he would be back. 

Q.64. On these occasions, did he not ieave some body with vou? 
A-—Cometimes he would leave some vody, end sometimes he would say 


do you reckon you can get Francis to stay with vou to night, and I 





would say I don't Know whether I can or not, end he wou:d go ofr not 
knowing whether I could get any ones or not. 

Q.65. During the time vou and he lived together, was there any part 
of the time that he did not heve some body living with you, if so 

how much of the time? 

A--Well, I don't reckon there was any ar the time that he did not 
have some body, part of the time that littie child was there, but 

I don't cali a little child 6 or 7 years old much company of a nbght. 
Q.66. How ling did Janey Minter stay with you? 

A--She came there on a visit and staid two or three days--—abpout 

two days I think. 

O.67. Did'nt she stay there a week or two? 

h-- No, sir, she did'nt. 

Q.68. dow often did you go way from home and leave him alone while 
you were living together? 

A--I aon't know that I ever left him alone without he had that iittie 
boy, or a clerk or some one to stay with hin. 

Q.69.VYou 1eft him pretty frequentiy, did'nt you, and went back to 

your fether's while you were living together? 

A--I never did leave him but one night, except when I went home to 


visit my people. I don't remember how often I went home. 


Q.70.Did'nt you go almost every week? 


A--NO, sir, I did'nt, and I would'nt have went near as much as I did 
RxXX if it had not been for his treatment. 

0.71. Just the week before, or about a week before, had vou not peen 
at vour father's snd staid two or threes days? 

A--Yes, sir, I nad. 

Q.72."hile vou were up there, did you not meke it up in your mind 
that vou would have hin to take you there on the dey you went and 
then not return with him? 

A~-No, sir, I did'nt. 

Q.78. Well, tien, why did you insist on going back on that Sundey 
and so soon after you had been there and staid two or thres days? 
A--Recause Yillev would'nt hardlv stay at home on Sunday, and I thougtt 


7 


we had just as weli go there as anywhere on that day. 





0.74. You state that you would heve never have been wiliing -«frter 
you vent to vour father's to have returned to Mr.Neff without his 
making promises and conditions to you. whet promises send conditions 
would vou have wanted? 

A--I would only have wanted the promise that he wou.d have treated 

me with the respect of a husband. 

Q.75. After the institution of this suit, did he not meke these vary 
promises to you in writing? 

A-~-If he did I have no recollisection of them. He rote me some letters 
and they wiii show for themselves. 

Q.76. I now hand you a paper, signed by Y.E.Neff, dated on the o” day 
of Feb., 1908, and ask vou to state if you did not receive from Mr. 
Neff said paper, which is in the nature of an agreement between 

you and him, and did you not Gecline to sign that paper and declined 
tc return to him on the conditions therein proposed? 

A-~-T guess this is 4 copy of the paper, or a duplicate, * what I 
received from Mr.Neff. I did decline to sign the paper, return to 
him on the conditions therein proposed. 

Q.77, “hat other condition or conditions, aside from those contained 
in that agreement, did you want Mr.Neff to make to vou, as means of 
reconciliation between you? 

A--I wanted him to make me the promise of his good treatment hereafter, 
which he refused to do, and then I asked him to give me a lisn on his 
Sneha, +0 show that he was in good faith, and if he did leave me 
that I would have something for my protection, which he said he would 


not do. 


Q.78, Doses not this paper which I have just shown to you, contain 


ell the promises of good treatment that could be made, and if you say 
that it doses not, please poing out or name what it likes? 

The foregoing question is objected to because the writing itself 
shows what it contains, and it is not the business of the witness to 
construe the paper, but that of the court. A further general objection 
is here made to all questions heretofore asked, or which may here- 


after be etieaies bene reference to a settlement end compromise of the dif- 


ferences existing and at issue in this suit, because matter of com 





te 


29. 


¥one or the 
\ 


promise can never be given in evidence on behalf of sith 
litigants. R.L.Pennington, Atty. 

A--I suppose it would if Mr.Neff had been a gentieman, but I find he 
haint, and this agreement only Beaves it to him to be the whoie sole 


judge of what good treatment is. 


Q.79. When did vou find out that Mr.Neff was not a gentieman$ berore 


or after the end day of Feb., 1908. 
ini s— 
A--I found it out, or at least I beleived it, when he commenced treat— 


A 
ing me as he did. Thev aint any gentleman but what has some respect 
for his wife, and he has none for me whatever. 

Q.80,. Then if vou had found out before the 2nd day of Feb., thet Mr. 
Neff was not a gentleman and would mistreat his wife and have no re- 
spect for her, why were vou willing to make a compromise with him 
and go back and live with him upon terms of his giving you a lien 
upon his property? 

A--~I thought he would change his way of doing and try to do batter 
hereafter, and I did'nt know that he would talk anout me as I heard 
that he did after I made the ,roposition 

Q.81.Then, if I understand you correctly, you would have gone back 
and lived with him if he head #eame agreed to give you a lien on his 
property# notwithstanding his treatment of you while vou were living 
kere torether? 

A--No, sir, the iien on the property would not have been taking me 
back; I wanted him to make me a promise of his sincerity and good 
faith. 

Q.82. He did make that promise, did'nt he, in writing? 

A-— The letterswith his deposition will show. 

Q.88. Would you live with Mr.Neff under any conditions or promises 
he could make to vou? 

A--Not after he went to teking depositions, and brought people up here 
to swear false and try to slander my character all he couid. 

Q.84. Then if I understand you correctly from your last answer, you 
would not now live with Mr.Neff as his wife under any conditions or 
promises he could make to you, is this correct? 

A--Yes, sir, for I think all the promises he would meke would only be 


to seek some advantage egainst me in this suit. 





0.85. Your present desire then is a divorcee and a slice out of his 
PIOper ty RxemeeerMMaR Dy way Of alimony, is it not? 

A-~- I want a divorcee if the court sees properkg to give it to me, 

and I want to gain mv character, and if the court sees proper to give 
me anv thing he can do so, and I think I have been badly siandered 

by Mr.Neff's bringing this suit. 

Q.86. In what particuiar has the bringing of this suit slandered TOU? 
A-— I should think in a good many different ways. 

0.87. IF it has slandesred vou in vour opinion in a good menv differ- 
ant ways, please name one way by which the bringing of this suit 
has slandered you? 

A--I would think the first would be charging me with desertion, and 
then in talking about me, and in bringing witnesses wp here to swear 
things I never said and done, and I would cali his owm deposition ea 
mighty big siender of a nam against his wife, and another would be 
his bringing me here hefore ali of those counsels and the court, and 
a whole iot of other things if I could think to tell you now. 

0.88. Have vou helped “.R.Neff earn or make any of the iittie propert’ 
which he now owns? 

Objected to because immaterial and irreievant. 

R.L.Pennington, atty. 
A--I done ali I eovuld in the wav of helping him whet tine we wore 
together. 
0.89. Und@erthe cirewnstances of the short tine vou were together, 
and the little services you rendered, would you accept alinony from 
him if the court would decree it to you? 

Objected to because it is not a question of how long the plain- 
tiff iived with his wife, which entities her to alimony under the iaw, 
but a question of right in the eyes of the law. The defendant fave 
herself to the plaintiff and to him alone, she went into his home 
and cohabited with him, she shut out the rest of the world to her 
life, her matrimonial prospects in other direction was thereafter 
forever blighted, and when the plaintiff took wpon himself the marital 


relations with the dsefendat he thereby pledged himself for her sur- 


port and maintenance so long as she should live and remaiff faithful 


ta 





to him. R.L.Pennington, Atty. 

A~-Ves, sir. 

Q.90. In your enswer to the plaintiff's bill, you say among other 
things: "The said plaintiff began his negiect of attention and Kind- 
nass toward her, and that in the City of Knoxville, he there negiec- 
ted her, and left her to the care of a stranger who happened to be 
kind enough to take her to a hotel and show her e place to stay". Is 
this allegation in your answer true? 

A-- Yes, sir, he walked right off and left me when he got orf the 
train. 

Q.91. Now did not Mr.Nefl go to the hotel with you and were not you 
and he accompanied to the hotel and to the door of it by R.M.Jonnson, 
a Knoxvilie drurmer? 

A--I never saw narrv drummer of that name that I have any recoliection 
of. Mr.Neff did go with me to the hotel, after a drummer by the name 
of Mr.Carr, I think was his name, said less go to the hotei and get 
dinner, as Yilley told him he would buy some zood and he told him he 
would vo with him that evening to some of the houses. I don't remen- 
ber what houses or firms he was going to buy his goods from. 

92. Did not Mr.Neff take you to each of the houses to which he went 
to buy goods? 

A.Yes, sir. It was in the morning when we got off the train, that 

he went off and left me. 

Q.98. Pid he not introduce you as his wife to the merchants and dyun-— 
mers where he bought good, and in all things treat you Kindly and 
respectfully? 

A--He did to some and some he did'nt. 


y 
0.94.You say as you came back from Knoxville end staid at Yilliam's 


hotel in Cumberland Gap thet Mr.Neff went off, locking you in the 


room and carrying the key with him..Now did he not just go to the 
telephone office and did you not request him to iock the door? 

A.el don't know where he went to; he went off once and told me he 

wos going to the telephene office, but he came back and went off again 
and it was the last time he locked the door. I have no recollection 


of telling him to lock the door. 





Q.95.Do you know Mack Stapieton? 

A-~-No, sir, I don't know that I ever saw him. 
Q.96. Do you Know anv Stapleton? 

A--I know a Clem Stapieton. 


0.97. After vou had gone hack to your father's, on one occasion, were 


not vou and Clem Stapieton horing potatoes there about your father's 


when Mr.Neff passed and spoke to you, and after he passed did you 

not sav to Stapleton about "iil Nerf,* there goes that fool, I al- 
ways thought he wes fool and now I know it” or words to thet effect? 
A~-T never had any such talk to him nor no one 21s¢. 

0.98. Tid you not et that time and at other times say to Mr.Staple- 
ton and in his presence, 1 never expect to live with Hill Neff any 

more or words of like import? 

A~-NO, sir, for I never had any conversation with Stapleton about hin. 
T had more respect for “Yilley than to run about over the country and 
taik to avery loafer I could see. 

0.99. In the conversation you had wath Molley seott here at Jonesvile, 
during the Association, as detailed by you in the foregoing part of 

your deposition, did you not sey to Miss Scott, I eare nothing about 

W411 Neff, put I an going to fleece him before I get done with hin, 

or other words to that effect? 

A~-NO, sir, I used no such language. 

Q.200. During the time thet Janey Minter staid at vou house, did you 
not sleep in another room and refuse to sleep with Mr.Neff? 

A~-No, sir, I did'nt; I slept with her the first night ,an¢ the sen- 


ond night with him in his room. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


1 Mth. Soe Sheff. 





State of Virginia, County of Les, to-wit: 

I, A.M.Goins, Commissioner in Chancey for the Circuit court for 
the county and state aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
deposition of Mary E.Neff was oe ee under oath after notice, 


and subserived before me, and at the time and place as ebove ineantionad. 


Given under my hand, this December 4th, 1908. 


It, Foe" « 
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The depositions of W.N.Muncy, taken before mé, le T. Hyatt, a 
commissioner in chancery for the circuit court of Lee county, Virginia, 
at my office.in the town of Jonesville, Virginia, on the 3rft day of 
Fepruary, 1904, to be read as evidence in behalf of the defendants 
in a certain suit in chancery pending in Lee Circuit Court, wherein 
We. Ee Neff is plaintiff and Mary FB. Neff is defendant, said deposition 
being taken without notice in writing, by agreement of the parties 
by their attorneys: 

Present :--R.L.Pennington, attorney for deft. 

C.T.Duncan, atty for piff. and plff. in person. 

The witness, W. N. Muncy, being first duly sworn, deposes as 

follows: 


Ques.1.-State you occupation and resijtence? 


Ans.-~I am 37 years of age, reside at Van, Lee County, Virginia, 


and am a farmer, 

Ques.~--What relation are you to the defendant, Mary E. Neff? 

Ans.--We are brother and sister, 

Ques.--Are you acauainted with McClellan Stapleton? 

Ans.--Yes sir, 

Quese--Did you hear his testimony given in this case on yesterday? 

Ans.--Yes sir. 

Quese--Do you remember the occasion which he spoke of,of Wm.f. 
Neff coming by the house at your father's riding at a rather rapid 
gate, and what was said and done on that occasion: if so, state what 
it was if you were there and remember it? 

Ans.e--Yes sir, I was there, I had him heating some potatees 
there in the garden at my father's, The potatoes were down next 
to the road, and he was about done when Mr. Neff passed by. He rot 
done and came on up to where my mother, my sister, and myself were 
standing in a few minutes after Neff passed, and I said to him: "You 
liked to have got run over didn't you?* and he replied that he al- 
ways thought that Bill Neff was a fool, and now he knew it, 


Ques.--0n that occasion, did your sister say anything +o Staple— 





ton or anyone else about Bill Nerf being a fool? 
Anse--No sir, she did not, 


Cross-—examination. 


Ques.--Was Will Neff riding in the road or in the parden? 


Ans.--In the road. 

- QUG3.--Was there a fence between the farden and the road? 

Ans.--Yes sir. 

Ques.»~=-How come you to think, then, that Mr. Stapleton was ih 
danger of being run over by Mr. Neff? 

Ans.--I didn't say I thought he was in danger; I asked him if 
he was not afraid. Mr. Neff came down the road in a fallop, and never 
checked up or anything when he passed. Generally when people pass they 
check up, but he never checked, just went niaaate on like he was afraid 
somebody would stop him. 

Ques.—Was that road a public or a private road? 

AnSe--Public road, 

Ques.--When did this take place? 

Anse——-Why, I can't remember exactly the date of it, don't re-+ 
member the date. Never thought anyt>ing about the date, never paid 
any attention to that. é 

Ques.--Ghve me your best opinion as +o how long afo it has been? 

Anse~=It has been about three or four years, I won't say which, 
I don't remember. It was the next summer, I think, after they sepa-— 
rated, 

Ques.-~Who was helping Stapleton hoe potatoes? 

Ans.--There wasn't anybody» 


And further witness saith not, pO ea 


James J. Muncy, another witness, being first duly sworn, deposes 
as follows: 

Quésele-=Please stata whether McClellan Stapleton, the man who 
testified here yester ‘day, has worked any for you in the garden since 
the separation of Mr. and Mra, Neff? 

Ans.-=No sir, I have not employed Mr. Stapleton to work for me 





in the garden since 1898, I Know I never employed him, 
Cross~examination. 

Ques.--Has Mr. Stapleton worked any for you at any time since 
1898? | 

Anse--Yes sir, I reckon he has some, 

Qieés.--Were you at home all the tine while he was working for you? 

Ans.--No sir, I don't know that I was. f generally hire the 
hands, and the boys run the farm, and I pay my part. In 1898 I made 
@ little crop to myself, and hired Clen Stapleton: to help ne &#kmkkxx 
in it. That is the last crop I have made. 

Ques.—-—Do you have a separate garden fom the boys, or is it 
all together? 

Ans.--Why, we have a separate garien, with the exception of 
that season I let Willie have a potate patch in my garden, and told Aun 
he could plant and work them and we would divide theme 

Quese-—Does the farm stand in your name, or in that of the 
voys? 

Ans»e--The farm there where my garden is stands in my name. 


And further witness saith not, 


Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 


I, Le T. Hyatt, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court 
of Lee “County, Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing deposi¥ 
tion of W. N. Muney and JeJ Muncy were duly taken, subscribed and 
sworn tc become me at the time and place and for the purpose therein 


satated. Given under my hand this the Srd day of February, 1904. 


i f —— 
j eee, 


The said W. N, Muncy, being recalled, testified as follows: 
Ques.—-Were you present when your sister, Mary, and Will Nerr 


were married? 


Ans.-~yes sir. 





Ques.--What time in the day was it that Will and Mrs. Victoria 


Neff came to your father's on that occasion? 

Ans.--The best I remember it was betwixt 11 and 12 oclock. 

It was between 9 and 10 o'elcck when Mr. Blankenship came, and it 
was a food while afterwards when they came. 

Ques.-~Was there anything said there on that occasion in the 
presence of Mr. Blankenship about Mr. Neff being late? 

Ans.--Yes, there was talk there amongst us all: about him being 
late. They aimed to marry and eat dinner, and then zo to the railroad. 

Cross—examinations 

Ques.--How long had Mr. Blankenship been there when Will Neff 
came? 

Ans.--Why, he had been there a right smart little bit. 

Ques .—-About how long do you think? 

Ans.--I think from an hour and a half to two hours. I did not 
pay attention to the clock to see, but that would be my estimate. 

Ques.--About what time were they married? 

Anse~=Betwixt 11 and 12 o'clock, It was after 12 when they got 
done eating dinner, and they just married and set down to the table 
and eat their dinners. 

Ques.--How long after Will come until they were married? 

Ans.--It wasn't but a little bit. 

Ques.e-—-Did you go with them to the depot that evening? 

Ans.--No sir. 

Ques.-~How far is it from your house to Thos.S.Fily's? 

Ans.--It is petwixt five and six miles, I reckon. I don't Know 


exactly. 


And further witness saith mee 


John Muncy, another witress, being first duly sworn, deposes as 


follows: 
Ques.--Were you present on the day when Mary Muncy and W.E.Neff 
were married? 


Ans.--Yes air. 





Ques.--What relation are you to Mary? 

Ans.--Brother,. 

Ques.--Did you take them to the railroad on the day they were 
married, and if s0 how, and what time did you leave home? 

Ans.--Yes sir, I took them to the railroad in a hack. We left 
somewhere between 12 and 1 o'clock, I don't remember the exact time 
to the minute. 

fues.--About what time was it when you passed Thos.S.Bly's? 

Ans.--We passed the road by his plantation. I should guess it 
was somewhere between 2 arid 3 o'clock. He lives off the road, some- 
thing 1ike a quarter of a mile. 


KNAXLULENAHRXNEKMMRSEXRAKKERXNGKY 
Cross—-examination. 


Ques.--Did you drive pretty fast from your house to the railroad? 

Ans.--Part of the time we drove in a trot and part of the time 
in a walk. 

Quese—--What time did you get to the railroad? 

Ans.--It was somewahere from four to five o'clock, I reckon. I 
never went in nobody's house to see the time of day e 

Ques.--What time were you sister and Mr. Neff married? 

Ans»--Betwixt 11 and 12 by our time there at home. 

Ques.--At what time betwixt 11 and 12? 

Anse-~I expect it was some 30 or 40 minutes after ll. 

Ques.—--fhat makes you expect it was 30 or 40 minutes after 11°? 

Ans.--He was a little late coming by our time, and we could not 
imagine what was keeping him out. It was 11 o'clock or a little after 
when he came. I took their horses and put them up, and I don't know 
that I noticed the clock afterwards, 

Quese--Did you notice the clock when he came? 


Ans.--Yes sir, I think I dide 


Ques.--If you noticea\ the clock ,atate exactly what time it was by 


the clock, when he arrited? 


An3.--It was 11 and a few minutes after, but I don't remember the 


minutes. 


Ques.--If you noticed the clock, and remember exactly the hour, 





6. od 


what is the reason you don't recollect the exact minute? 

Anse-=-The time was set from them to be there at ten, and they 
were a little late, and when they came it was 11, and I don't remember 
anything about the minutes. 

Ques.--On the way to the depot, 28s you were taking Mr. and Mra. 
Neff there, did you meet or see Thos. S. Ely? 


Ans.::I have no recollection of seeing or meeting him. 


And further witness saith not. vy 


ALwes 


Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 

| LT. Hyatt, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court 
of Lee Sounty, Virginia, do hereby certify that the foreroing deposi- 
tions of W.N.Muncy and John Muncy were duly taken subscribed and sworn 
to pefore me at the time ana piace and for the porposes therein men- 
tioned. 

Given under my hand this the 4th er —erone 1904. 

gal 
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The depositions of Martha Bush ani others taken before me, Le 
t. Hyatt, a commissioner in chancery for the circuit court of Lee 
County, Virgi nia, at my office in the town of Jonesville, Va., on 
the 2nd day of Pebruary, 1904, to be read as evidence on behalf of 
the plaintiff in a certain suit in thancery pending in Baid court 
where€n W. FE. Neff is plaintiff and Mary E. Neff is defendant, the 
depositions being taken without notice by agreement of the parties 
by their attorneys: 

Present: W.E.Neff,plaintiff in person and by ©.T.Duncen,Atty. 


MaryE.Neft, 4 person and by R.LePennington,her atty. 


The witness, Martha Bush, being first duly sworn, deposes as 
follows: 

Quesel.by %.f.Duncans--Are you the mother of Harrison Orrick? 

Ans.--Yes sire 

Q.2.for same,.~-Nexwxzrixbe How old is Harrison? 

Ans.--He will be 15 years old the 16th day of next June. 

Ques.3.for same.--Did your 3s0n, Harrison, live with Mr, and Mrs, 
Wm.E.Neff shortly after they were married to each other? and if you 
say he did, state as nearly as you can how long he so lived? 

Ans.--He left home to live with them, and I understand he was 
there living with them, but I do not remember just when he went there 
or just when he left. 

Obje~-All the foregoing deposition is objectd to because immate- 
rial and irrelevant. 

Re Le Pennington, Atty for deft. 


And further this witness saith not. 


Let coxh Uf Bugs 


witciaina one day Sof. Pa G., foly/ 


Richard Bell, another witness, beings first duly sworn, deposes 
a3 follows: 


Ques.1.--State your age, residence and o-cupation? 
ANSe--I am 26 years of age, live near Ann, Lee County, Virginia, 


~Sitth=ary. 





and am a laborer, 

Quese2e--Do you know Wm.E.Neff and his wife, Mary E. Neff? 

Ans.--Yes sir. 

Quese3.-—-Please state whether or not, during the time they were 
living together at Ann, you visited Mr. Neff's store at that place at 
any time? | | 

Ans.--I did. 

Ques.4.--Please state whether or not, on one occasion, when you 
visited said store, if you and Mr. Neff cut open a watermelon, each 
taking a half thereof, and while you were eating it, chat Mrs Neff 
came into the store: and if you state she, did, please state what 
occurred? 

Ans.--I went in the store one day over there and Bill was sit- 
tine there in the store, and there was watermelon in the store and 
he said the price of it was 20¢, and to let's eat it, and I told him 

"all right. HZ bought and paid him for half of it. He cut it open 
and about the time he got it cut open his wife came ins Bill then 
cut his half open and reached it to her and she wouldn't take it. 
She Knocked it out of his hands and kicked it once or twice. I was 
standing there by the door when she went out at the door, and she 
says: (I don't know whether she was talking to me or not)"The durned 
Old son-of-a-bitch ain't got no sense, nohow? That is all that oc- 


curred. 


Obj.--All the foregoing deposition of this witness is objected 


to because the same is wholly immaterial and inadmissible as evidence 
in this case for any purpose and to any issue that is involved. 
Cross-Examination. RK Prcecierg lee , fore | 

Ques.1.—-—Where do you live at the present? 

Ans.--I live down close Ann, about a mile or hardly so far from 
Anne 

Ques.--Where were you living at the time you say this conversa- 
tion took place? 

Ans.--About the same place I do now, right close. 


Ques.--What month in the year was it that you ate the watermelon? 
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AnSe-~I suppose it was in July. 

Quese--I don't want your supposition, but what you know about it? 

Ans.--I don't know just what month it was in, but think it must 
have been either in July or Auguste 

Quese--What makes you think it was in July or August? 

Ans.--Because I know it was in Auguste 

Qués.--Y ou said a momemnt ago that you did not Know when it 
was, but that you thought it was in July or August. Now you say 
you Know it was in August. Tell why it is that you changed your 
statement so quick? 

Ans.--I wasn't studying anything about what month it was in. 

Quese--Then you answered at my question without thinkins what 
you had been asked at first, Had you? 

Ans.-~I had not had time to study about it. A man has to have 
time to study about a thine before he really Knows it. 

Quese--Then if you did not really know it when I askea you first 
how can you say now that you know i+ was in Agcust? 

Ans.—--Because I remember now that it was in AUZUSt. 

Ques.--What makes you remember now that it was in Aucust? 

Ans.—--I began to study and happened to think it was in August. 


Quese-=—I will ask you to state what circumstance in your mind, 


or otherwise, or other place, brings 1t to your mind now that it was 


in Aucust? 

Anse--I Know I was sone off right the last of July and was not 
there until the first of August when £ cane back, and it was soon 
after I came back in August that I went to the store that AAay 

Ques.--Was it in the last part of July of that year that you 
ate the watermelon there that you were in jail here in Jonesville? 

Ahg.-—— The foregoing question is objected to because it assumes 
that the witness has been in jail here when there is no evidence of 


that fact, 


C. T. Duncan, atty for plff. 


Ans.--No sir, 
Ques.--Were you not in jail either in the month of July or August 
of that year? 
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Ans.--Yes sir, I suppose I was in jail in July of that yeare 
Obj .--Objected to because irrelevant and immaterial. 
| C. Te Duncan, Atty for plffe 


Ques.--Do you remember the day of that month that you got out of 


jail? 


Ans.--No sir, I don't remember the day, what day it was,or any- 


thing about that. 

Quese--You say you were gone off somewhwere the last of July. 
Where were you gone to? 

Ans.-~-I was gone over in Tennessee. 

Quesge-~How long did you stay in Tennessee? 

An3.--I don't remember just how long I did stay. 

Quese--Can you give any idea how long you were over there? 

Ans.--I don't know as I cane I guess I stayed something 11Ke 
ten or fifteen dayse 

Ques.--Whoere did you go to after you left Tennessee? 

Ans.~--Came back home. 

Quese--Now, how long after you came back haome was it until you 
went up to Bill Neff's store and ato the watermelon? 

Anse--It wasn't very long. I don't Know exactly how long it wasé 
how many cays. 

Ques.--Was it more or less than a waek? 

Ans.--I don't know that. 

Ques.--Was it more or less than two weeks? 

Ans.--I have told you all I know about it. That is a plenty 

it. 

Quese--Was it more or less than a month? 

Ans.--I have an idea it was less than a month. 

Ques »--What time in August was it that you were in the store 
and ate the watermelon? 

Ans.--I told you I did not know, 

Ques.~-Was it in the first or latter part of the month of August > 

Ans.--I told you once I did not remember what time in August 
it was, the first or the last, 

Ques.--Wegre you there at all in August? 
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Ans.--Yes sir, I was there,at 211 in August; certainly I Was. 


Ques.--What fact or fact, circumstance or circumstances, is it 


that makes: you Say positively that it was in the month of August when 
you can not tell whether 44 was the first of August or last of August , 
and can not say how long after you returned from Tennezsee it was 
when “you went up to the store and ate the watermelon? 

Obj.--This question is objected to because the witness has al 
ready answered it more than o nce when it was vropoundied in almost 
{dentically the same language. The witness has told that he Knows 
it was in August because he was away the latter part of July, and that 
it occurred shortly after he came bacKe 

Ans.—<Because I know the months in the year I reckon. I have an 
idea I dos 

Ques.--What had you gone. to the store for that day? 

Anse-—I do not Know whether I went for any purpose or not. I 
was always there at the store. I might not have got anything that 
day but the watermelom., I know I got it, or haif of it. 

Ques.--Nid you pay for the melon or have it charged? 

Anse--I paid for ite 

Quese--How lone had you been there when Mrs.Neff came into the 
store? 

Ans.--Not but a few minutese 

Ques.--What did she say,when she first came in? 

Ans.--She didn't say anything, only spoke to me when she came in. 

Ques.--How long was it after she came in, till Mr Neff offered 
her the melon? 

Ans.--Just as quick as she came in? 

Qnes+-Without saying a word she Knocked it out of his hand did 
she? 

Anse--I don't remember just what was said when he offered her 
the watermelon, or what she said, but anyway she would not take ite 

Quese--Well, did she knock it out of his hand? 


Ans,--—Certainly. 
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Ques.e--Where did you live when they separated? 


Ans.--I lived right where I live now, or pretty c{1036-«. 
Quese--Did you live close to them? 

Ans.--Yes SiBe 

Quese--Did you hear of the separation? 

Ans.--Certainly.« 

Ques .--How long after they separated? 

Ans.--I heard of it the same day. 


Quese--How long was it they separtaed after you ate the water- 


melon? 


Ana.--I don't remember how long it was. 
QUES e-— e--Was it a month or more? 
Abs.—-I have no idea 2s to thate 
Ques .--Was it a week, or the next day? 


Ans.--I don't know, but I suppose it was longer than the next 


Ques.e--Do you think it was a week? 
Anse--I don't know. 
Ques.~--Was it two weeks? 


an3e-—This question is objected to because the witness has just 


now told the examiner in answer to a question propounded to the wit— 


ness but which was not written down that he had no idea as to the 


time which elapsed between the eating of the watermelon and the sep- 


aratione 


¢. T. Duncan, for piff. 
Ans.--I don't remember nothing about how lone it wase 
Quese--What month was it that you heard of the separation? 
AnNSe-~I don't know that either? 
Ques.e--Was it in August or September? 
Abs.--I told you I didn't know. 


Quese-~-You said above that you knew the months of the year. 


and you said you heard of the separation on the same day that it 


occurred: and you said that you ate the watermelon in the month of 


Aurust. Now why it is that can't remember the month of the separa- 


tior 
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Ans»--Just because I don't remember nothing about it. 

Quese--Well, do you remember how long you atayed in jail from 
the time you were committed until you were released? May be, we can 
find them papers and ascertain these facts? 

Ans.--I stayed in jail from two to three hourse I was released 
the same day I was put ih. 

Re-examination. 
Ques.-—-What were vou sent to jail for on that occasion, Mr.Bell? 
An3e--For fightine a littie, 
And further witness saith not. he, 
Wit.claims one day 6 miles over ten, 746. ey 
Sd 

McClellan Stapleton, another witness, being first duly sworn 
deposesas follows: 

Ques.1.--Stato your age, residence and occupation? 

Anse--I will be 36 in August, I reckon; live in Lee County, 
near MeClure's church; am a laborer, mostiv on the farm, 

Ques.2.--Do you know Mary E, Neff, and hcw long have you known 
her? | 

Ans.--I know her, have known her about twelve or thirteen 

years. | 

Quese3.--On one occasion after Mr. and Mrs. Neff separated and 


she head come back to her father's, please state if you were there at 


any time, hoeing potatoes or doing any work in the garden with Vrs, 


Neff when Wm.E.Neff passed by? 
Anse--Well, we were there in the garden doing something{ I don't 
Know whether it was hoeing potatoes, beans or wneh j one time, when he 
passed by. | 
Ques.e--Please state what occurred and what she said about Mr. 
Neff, if anything? 
Ans.-~He came down the road there, came trotting along pretyy 


fast down the hill, and I asked her who it was, not knowing who it 
waz myself at the time, she said it was that fool Will Neff. I be- 





lieve that was all she said at that time. 

Ques.+-Please state, if on that occasion, or »2n¥ other, Mrs.Neff 
ever said to you, or in your presence, that she never expected to 
live with wxk£KxWill Neff any more, or any words of like effect? 

ques.——She never said anything of the Kind to ne, put I heard 
her say to Mrs. Anderson that she never expected to live with him 
any more. I don't Know whether she was ever married or not, she is 


called Miss Andersone 


Cross-Examination. 

Ques.--Where was it that you heard Mrs.Neff talkeng to this An- 
derson woman 2s stated above? 

Ans.--At Mr. Munsey's house. I was there at work. 

Quese~-When was it? 

Ans.--I could not exactly tell you, it has been three or four 
years ago, but I could not tell what month or just what time it was. 

Queae--At what particular place at Mr. Munsey's house was it that 
this talk occurred? 

Ans.--It was at the spring-house, I think. I was at the wood- 
yard cutting wood when I heard them talking. 

Ques.--This Anderson woman is familiarly Known, is she not, as 


Sib Anderson? 


Ans.—-Yes, some call her Sib Anderson, and some call her Miss 


Andersone 

Ques.--Now, are not these the facts about what happenéd when 
Bill Neff came along when you were vorking in the garden? Will came 
riding down the road at rather a smart gait, and did not young Mr. 
Munsey,(wi11) ask you when Bill had passed by, if he (id not nearly 
run over yon? And did you not reply to Will Muncy that you always 
thought Bill Neff was a Fool, and now you knew it? 

Ans,.-=-No sir, Will Muncy was not there, or if he was I did not 
Know it. It was at another time that he asked me that. 


Ques.--Then you saw Bill Neff come along two days riding at a 
pretty peart gait? 


ATT > yore ¥ 
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Shid,-nYes sir, several times. 

Ques.--On one of the occasions then, you did say to Will Muncy 
that you always thought that Will Neff was a fool, and that at that 
time you knew it? 

Obj.--Objected to because immaterial and irrelevant. 

Ans.--It was before they were married that Will Muncy asked me 
that question. We were hauling hay. I recollect it mighty well, as 
well as if it was yesterday. I recollect what I said to Will too. 

Qnes.--At the time you were working in the gerden the, Will Muncy 
was no‘t present was he? 

Anse--No sir, he was not. 

Ques.-~Now, in the garden there that day, Cien, wasn't it you 
that said "Ialways thought Will Neff was a fool, and now I Know it"? 

Ans.--I believe I said somethinz to that amount after what she 
said what she did about him. 

Quese-~Who hired you to work in the garden? 

Ans.--Mr. Muncy. 

Ques.e-~-How many years has it been since VWr.Muncy hired you to 
work in the garden? 

Anse--I don't Know exactly how long it has been, it has been 
some three to four years. | 


And further witness saith not, 


C..Blankenship, Sre, another witness, being first duly sworn 
deposes as follows: 

Ques .—--Kkakaxyaurxagm You were the minister, were you not, who 
married Wm.E. and Mary E. Neff? 

Ans.--I wage 

Quese--What time in the day did you get to Mr.Muncy's where the 
marriage took place? 

An8.--Sir, I could not be positive about the time of day, but 


{ can give you what I think about it. I think it was somehwere between 


j W 
none and ten o'clock in the morning. I know I meat to get there early 





in the da 

Ques.--Which got there first, you or Mr. Neff? 

Ans.--I got there first. 

Ques.e--State as nearly as you can remember how long after you 
got there until Mr. Neff rot there? 

Ans.-<The best of my recollection is that it was not very long 
after I got there until he came. When he came a lady was with hin, 
whom I did not know, but learned afterwards that w% was Mrs.Stewart 
Neff. 

Ques.--State whether orynot any complaint was made by the bride 
or any of her people that Mr. Neff was tardy in his arrival? 

Ans.--Well, I don't know. If there was it was to themselves. 
Nothing was said to me about it that I have any recollection of. 

Ques.--How lone after “MreNeff got there until the marriage took 
place? 

Ans.--Well, I don't know anything about the length of time. 
But it was not very long after he got there till they were married. 
Cross-Examination. 

Ques.--By way of refreshing your memory, I will ask you state 
if you and Mr. Muncy and Mr.Muncy's wife, on the day of the marriage, 
apout 12 o'clock, were not sitting by the firs’ at Mr. Muncy’ s home, 
and did not Mrs.Muncy ask you why you supposed it was that Will was 
s0 late coming, and did you not reply that you did not know that Mr 
Neff nad written you to be there punctually at 10 o'clock. 


Ans.--I have no recollection in the world of any such conversa- 


tion, and I have no recollection of his telling or writing me to come 


at any particular times 


And further witness saith not». 


CLE Lpr pinay. P* 


Wit. claims one day 50g. (/ac hy WE UY 
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W. EB. Neff, another witness, being duly sworn, deposes as follows: 


Ques ° 





By agreement of parties by their attorneys the further taking 

of this deposition is adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock, 
Commissioner in chancery. 

Met pursuant to adjournment at my office on the 3rd day of Feb- 
ruary, 1904. 

Present: Same sams counsel as on yesterday. 

Quesel.--Are you the same WmeE.Neff who is plaintiff in this case 
and. who have heretofore given a deposition therein? 

ANSe-~I ame 

Quese2,--Mra. Mary E. Neff, in her deposition, says that the time 
fixed by you and her for your marriage was 10 o'clock, and she guesses 
it was 12 or later when you come, and when you arrived you were »>very 
sad and had but little to say. Please state your recollection in 
regard to this matter? 

Anse--I had nothing to do with setting the time at all. She set 
the time, as I remember, at 10 o'clock. My recollection is that I 
was there at that time by my time—pieces, I do not consider that I 
was sad on that occasion, I did not aim to be. 

Ques.--She also says that afterwards you told her that you were 
in hopes she would grumble because you came late and that if she had 
you aimed to get on your horse and ride off. Did any such conversa-— 
tion a3 this ever occur between you and her; if so, state all about 
it? 


Ans.-~-Well I Know there was never any such conversation unless 


it was in a jovial way, and I don't remember any such even in thatWay. 


Ques.e--She also says that you told her that you would have gone 
back on her anyway after her pa told you and her that he could not 
furnish you any money at that time, but that he would help you later 
on, if you had not been afraid she would have lawed you. nid you 
ever say anything of this kind to her? 


Ans.~--No sir. 


Quese--Mrs.Neff also says in her (deposition that at Cumberland 
Gap after returning from Knoxville, that you went off, locking her 
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in the room and taking the key with youe State anvthing you may 
remember about this? . 

Anse—-I told her I was going to step out to the 'phone or store, 
and she told me to take the key and 10ck the door; but I don't believe 
I took the key with me at all. I believe I left it in the out-side 
of the door, but I won't be positive as to that. 

ques.--Then, as I understand you, you locked the door at her 
request. Is that correct? 

Ans.~-Yes 31? 

Ques.--State when you went out on that occasion, you went on 
business or for the purpose of gettines rid of her company? ‘ 

Ans.--I never went to get rid of her society at all, no ti me. 

I went on busines3e 

Mes.--Did you ever say to your wife at any time: "I married you 
to make money for mex, and you havn't done it", and that she had never 
peen anything but an expense to you, or any words to that effect? 

Ans.--No sir. And no words to that effect that I remember of either. 

Quese-<On one occasion, while you and Mrs.Neff were living togethr 
I will ask you to state if you and Dick Bell had cut open a water- 
melor at your place, and while you were eating it your wife came in, 
and if you say she did, please state what occurred? 

Anse--I offered her something like half of the watermelon, my 
half, ana “I reached it to her she knocked it out of my hand, and when 
it hit the floor, she kicked it twice or more out the door and as she 
went out the door said something calling me a durned son-of-abitch, 
or fool, or something like that, as I understood her. This is the 
way I remember ite 

Ques.--—Mrs.Neff also says in her deposition that you told her 
on some occasion while you were living together that you had women to 
meet you in the store of a night. Please state if you so told her, 
and why you did so? 

Anse—One night I was begging her to sleep with me at the atore 
and she would not do it, and said to me that some paople says that 


you Keep women out there at the store. I replied to hee, "Yes, honey 


I keep two or three, one pretty one and one ugly one: you ought to 
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come and fan hhem out. You won't let me have any, and I have to get 
it the best way I cane" 
Ques.--Did you have women to meet you at the store? 
Ans.--No sir, never in my life: and I never heard her comp2laim 
that she believed it until here the other day. 
Ques.-—During the time you and her lived together, state as 
well as you can remember whether or not you stayed away from home 


any night; and if you state you did, state as near as you can how 


many nights, and also state whether you ever stayed away any nicht 


without having some person to stay with her? 

Ans.--I don't remember ever steying away from home when she was 
at home, and I know she was never left at home by herself, because 
we were never by ourselves when we lived together, There was always 
someone there. 

Ques.--Mrs.Neff also states in her deposition that on one occa- 
s (on while you and she were living together that she spit in your face, 
and that the reason why she done SO, Was because you were slapping 
her jaws. State whether or not you ever at any time slapped her jawg3. 
and also state on how many different occasions she spit in your face? 

Ans.--I never did slap her jaws in my life, never thought about 
such a thing. She apit in ry Pace on one occasion at the house, 
and on one occasion at the store. Those two times I know sure, and 
I ruther believe she did at ammxkimean other times, but am not sure. 

Mrs.Neff was asked this question: "Did you at any time 
cit ween chee married willingly allow him (your husband) to have 
connection with you as a husband", to which she answers: "If he didn't 
it was his own fault". and when the question was repeated to her a 
second time she answered: "Yes sir,.* Now, I will ask you to state 
whether or not at any time during the time you and she lived together, 
if she willingly allowed you to have connection with her as a hus- 
band? 

Ans.e-—-No sir, she never did. 

Ques.--She was asked this further question: "Didn't you always 
on such occasions, fight him, scratch him, bite hin, and frequently 
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leaving your marks upon him?” to which she answered "No sir, I didn't." 
Please state how this was? 
Obj.--This question is objected to because leading. 
R.L.Pennington, for defts. 
Ans.--She did, but a while after the marriage, she would beg 
me to let her alone. But after awhile, I suppose I got more oppres- 


sive, and then she began to bifft and fight and kick me, and left 


marks pon me until I was asked by other parties what caused those 


marks. 
| Obj.--This answer of thw witness is objected to because the state~- 
ments of what other persons were to him is no evidence in the case, 
RE Be Pennington, for deft, 

Ques.--She is asked this further question: "On one occasion, 
while you were living at Ann, did he not try to have connection with 
you, and you caught his ear between your teeth, and bit it almost 
through, leaving a mark that lasted several days?" to which she an- 
swered: “No sir, I didn't." Please state whether or not she did 
30 bite you, telling all about it? 

Obj.--The foregoing question is objected to because Lleatting and 

: suggestive and because immaterial and irrelevant. 
Re. Le Pennington, for deft. 

Ans.-——Yes sir, she bit me, and very hard too. Bit me and fit me 
till she got me off of her. 

Ques.——-How long did the mark stay, from her teeth? 

Anse--The best estimate I could make is from three to five days 
that it was sore; the mark may have been on there for a month. I 
thought she was roing to bite it off, made a believer of me. 

Quese--Do you Know one John H. Saddler? 

Ans.--Yes sir, I Know the man they call hime 

Ques.--Mr. Saddler, in his deposition says, that on the day you 
and Mary went home when she stayed, that he and Hiram Yeary were at 
the Bill Young apring to meet a jug of liquor, and that while they 
were there you and your wife came along, and that he heard a conver- 
sation between you in which you said to your wife that you would take 
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her home where you got her and leave her there, or something to that 
effect. Did you use any such language to her at the said spring, 
near the spring, or at any time that day? 


Ans.--No sir, nor no other time. 


Ques.--Did you take her home that day with the intention of 2e—a- 


leaving her, or did you have aay expectation or thought that she would 
fail to return home with you on that day until after you got ready 
to start home? 

Anse--No sir. I only went with her with her promise that she 


would return with m@e 


Quese--Mra. Neff claims in her answer and states in her deposi- 
tion that you neglected her, and treated her coolly on the way to 
Knoxville, in Knoxville, and that you left her. among strangers, one 
of whom took her to the Hotel. Please state how this was? 

Anse--I took all the pains in the world to take care of her, 
and introduced her to my friends there, and I took her to the hotel 
myself, reghstered her and paid for the dinner. It it likely that 
there may have been street drummers along, but I don't remember.their 
names just now. | 

 Cross-examination. 

Ques.--When was it that the watermelon scrape you tell about 
occurred? 

Ans.--In the watermelon season, but just the date I don't know. 

Ques,.--How long was that before you and her separated? 

Ans.--Well sir, I don't know that either. 

Ques.-—-Did you raise the melon, or did you buy it? 

Ans.--I bought it in the store. 

Ques.--Who did you buy it from? 

Ans.--I don't remember. 

Ques .—--Was that the only melon you had in the store that day? 

Ans.-~-I don't Know that. May have had several, and it may have 

the only one. 

Ques.--How long had watermelons been in season? 


Ans.--I don't Know that. 





Quées,s--Was this a home grown melon? 

Anse--I think it was, because I don't think then that I ordered 
any, but yet I may have done so, I would not be sure} 

Ques.-—-Was this the first melon you had had in the stove, or had 
you had melons there before? 

Ans.--I don't know whether it was or not, 

Ques.--When does the watermelon season come in in this part of 
the country? 

Ans.-~It is owing to when you plant them, but generally from 
along about the latter part of July to September. 


Ques.--In your deposition you say that it was not a fact that 


you havine women to meet you at the store at night, although you say 


that you told your wife that such was the case. Then you told her a 
falsehood, did you? 

Ans»-~I was joking her, joked her back because she accused meé. 
She Knew it was not a fact as well as I did. 

Quese-~-Did you tell her a falsenood? 

AnS.--}You can count it what you please, I call it joking. 

Quese--You told her then, that you were keeping women; you tell 
us now that you were not. Which atory are we to believe as the truth, 
the one you told her then, or the one you are telling us now? 

Anse--The one that is the truth, that I never kept any. The 
one I am telling now. The other was a joke. She accused me, and 
I agreed to the gokusation as a joke, and she Knew it. She knew I 
was not keeping women at the store. Otherwise she would heve followed 
ME 

Ques.--How do you Know she would have followed you? 

Ans.--Well, I should think if she loved me, or cared anything 
framxm for me, she would not have wanted me to keep women there, 
and I should not think she would have wanted to keep such a house, 
It is not customary, 

Quese~-Have you been keeping women at your store, or other places 
and having carnal connection with them since you and your wife have 
separated? 





Obje--The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected 
to pecause irrelevant and immaterial, as well as impertinent and not 
addressed to any issue in this case. 


¢. T. Duncan, for pliff. 


Ans.-=No sir, never been accused of it that I know of. The first 


I ever heard of anything of the Kind was when Bob asked me to-day-— 

Ques.-=—Have you had carnal connection with any female since you 
have been separated? 

£ng.--Objected to for the same reasons stated in last objection 
above. 

G. T. Duncan, for pir. 

Ans.--No sire 

Ques.--Do you hemember having a conversation with Mr. Bowen, 
the baptist preacher, under the old creamery shed, sometime after 
sterl Barnes had given his deposition in this casef about said 
Barnes! statement? 

Ansem—-L remember stopping there out of a rain, and that Brother . 
Bowen was there, but I don't remerber anything being said about Sterl 
Barnes! statement. In fact I don't remember whether that was before 
or after Barnes' deposition was takene 

Ques.--Was the day you qleyeEes {ere not the same day that Mr. 
Bowen came 1p here and gave his deposition in this case? 

Anse--I don't remerber; It's likely; it may have been, and may 
not have beene 

Ques.--On that occasion, under that shed of the old creamery, 
did you not tell Mr. Bowen that you did not know why Sterl Barnes 
had told such a tale as to what your wife had said and the language 
she had used because you hai never heard her use any such language 
and you considered her too much of a lady to use such language, or 
words to that effect. 

Ans.--No sir, I never said no such a thing as that. I don't 
remember talking to him about it ali , but it Likety I did, put I 
know I never said anything such thing as thate 

And further witness saith not. 





isie 


Mrs.Victoria Neff, another witness, being first duly sworn, de- 
poses as follows: 
Quese-——Did you accompany Wm.E.Neff to the house of James J. 
Muney on the occasion of the marriage of the said Neff? 
Ans.--Yes sir. 
Ques.—=—State as nearly as you can what time in the day you got 
there, and what time the marriage occurred after you got there? 
Anse-I would guess it was about 10 o'clock when we got there, 
and the marriage occurred a considerable time afterwards, but I don't 
remember just how long. 
Ques.--Did you eat dinner there after the marriage, and how long 
do you think you stayed after the marriage until you statted home? 
_ Anes-+Yes I ate dinner there. I don't think it was an hour after 
the marriage until I started home. 
Ques.-~You may now state how far it is from Mr. Muncy's to where 
you were then living, and about what time you fot home? 
Ans.—I guess it is about four miles from our house to Mr. Muncy's. 
I had not thought about the distance. When I got home, our people 
had just gone out’from dinner. It might have been after one o'clock. 
Ques.--Did you hear eny compiailie an that occasion that Mr. Neff 
hadn't got there scon enough? 
Ans.--No sir, I aidan"? hear anything said. 
Ques.--Did you ‘have any talk with Mary before the narriag et 
Ans.e--No sir, no private talk. I saw her, was in the room with 
her. 
Quese--What condition did Mr. Neff appear to be in on that 


occasion? Sad, or jovial. 


. Ans.--He is always jovial. He was jovial as far as I remember 


on that occasion. 
Cross—-examination. 
Ques.--Did you go with Mr. Neff from your house 411 the way? 
Ans.--Yes sir, 
Ques.--Did Mr. Neff come for you that morning? 


Ans.--He had come to our house the-night before. He was ex- 
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pecting my husband to go with him, but he did not have time. 

Ques.--Did you notice what time it was when you left home that 
morning? | 

Ans.--Well, no sir, I don't know that I did by the clock, but it 
was early. we got up and started early. 

Ques.--Did you go directly to Mr. Muncy's, or did you stop onthe 


way? 


Ans.--We went out by Uncle Jeffy Neff's a few minutes. 


Ques.--Did you get down at Mr. Neff! 3s? 

Ans,.--Yes sir, we got down and went in the house. 

Ques.--Was Mr. Jefferson Neff's directly on the road to Mre 
Muney's°? 

Ans.--No sir, not directly; it wasn't much out of the waye 

Ques.—--Do you know why Will wanted to go by Mr. Neff's? 

Ans.--Well, he said he had promised to go by there. He did not 
tell me why further than thate 

Ques »——Who did he see and talk to at his father's, if you know? 

Ans.--Well, I don'$ know that he had any private conversation 
with anyone. He was bumming around there, went to the spring, LI pe- 
lieve, running all over the place like he always iS. 

Ques.--You were in the house, and he went out and you could not 
say whether he talked to anyone out there or note 

Ans.-<I don't believe there was anyone out there for him to talk 
to. I pelieve the family were all in the nouse. 

Ques.-=-Did you notice the time of day while you were at Mr, Neff's, 

Ans .--Well, I can't say that I noticed the clock myself, out I 
remember Uncle Jeffy said that if we got there in time, we had better 
start. We were on travelling stock and got on our horses and rode 
fast and were not very long in getting there. He was a man of good 
judgment, and I guess he was avout right in what he sd de 

Ques.--Did you and Mr. Neff ride horse back? 


Ans.-~Yes sire 


And further witness saith not. 4 





@: 


Further taking of these devositions is adjourned until to-morrow 
f-CCttte 4 
morning at. 9 o'clock, Giver under my hand this the 3ra day of Feb. 


ruary, 1904, 


i ene toi in Cheacery. 


Met pursuant to adjourning on the 4th day of February, 1904. 
at my office in Jonesville, Virginia. 

Present: Same counsel as on yesterday. 

The witness, Thos.S.Ely, peing first duly sworn, deposes as 
follows: | : 

Ques.-<State your age, residence and occupation? 

Ans.«-=-I am 66 years old, Live near Wesley's chapel, and am a 
farmer and merchant. | 

Ques.-=Are you acquainted with Wm'E.Neff and his wife, Mary Neff? 

Ans.-=I am well acquainted with Wm.n.Neff, but am not acquainted 
with his wife. ) 

ques .--0n the day that Wm.E.Neff and Mary Beff were said to hage 
been married to each other, did you meet or see them at any piace; 
if so, where, and who was in company with them? 

Ans.--Yes sir, I did mest them on the main road between my 
house and the Joseph H. Ewing place. One of Mr. Jim Muncy's sons 
was driving the hack. | 

Ques .-~How veny seats were in the hack and how were these three 
people riding? 

Ans.--There were two seats and the driver was on the front seat, 
and Mr. Neff and his lady were on the read seat. 

Ques.--About what time of day was it when you met them? 

Ans.«--I don't know certainly. It was in the early afternoon, 
near 1 o'clock, I should think, possibly a little after. 

ques .—How far is from the place where you met them to James J. 
Muncy's residence? | 

Ans.--I ruess it is about six miles. 


Ques.-—-What is the character of the road between those two places? 


Ans.--Most of it is very rough, about as rough as you will 





atrike any place. 


And further witness saith note 


bX bate 50% haw 


Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 


I, Le T. Hyatt, a commissioner in chancer y for the circuit 
court for the County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing depositions of Martha Bush, Richard Bell, McClellan 
Stapleton, Ce Ce Blankensip,S?., W. E. Neff, V. L. Neff and Thos. 5. 
Ely were duly taken subscribed and sworn to before me at the times 
and place and for the purposes in the caption and several adjournments 
thereto mentioned. 


“a cia under my hand this the 4th day of ae peope dk, 1904. 


Commissioner in Chancery. 
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L.T. HYATT, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE, VIRGINIA. 
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“he deposition of Sib Anderson and Mary Burchett taken before me, 
In T. Hyatt a commissioner in chancery in the circuit court for 
Lee county, at the residence of James J» Munsey, near Van, lee 
County, Vas, on the 8th day of February, 7904, pursuant to 

notice hereto attached, between the hours of 8 As Ms and 8 Ps Me 
of that day to be read in evidence in the chancery cause of 

Whi, Es Neff against Mary Ee Neff in behalf of the defendant. 
Present for the plaintiff and 


for the defendante 


sib Anderson a witness of lawful age disposes as foilowss 


Ques. -State your age and residences 


ANSs =-- 


Quese-- Are you acquamnted with Mary Neff and W. He Neff and 

Clem Stapleton? 

AnSe -- 

Quese--Clem Stapleton in his deposition given in this case, at 
Jonesvi:le on the 2nd day of February, 1904, stated in effect, 
that upon one occesion since the seperation of Mary Neff and 

Wa He Neff, as husband and wife, while working st the wood-yard 
cutting wood, and you and Mary Neff, wh le at, or near the spring, 
that Mary Neff stated to you, that she never intended to live 
with Will Neff any mores Please state whether or not any such 
conversation occured between you and Mary Neff in the presence 

of the said Stapleton, at that place or at any other time and place? 


AnSe -- 


Mary Burchett another witness being first duly sworn disposes as 
followse 
Quese le State your age and residence. 


AnNSe 


EXXKAN NHK AM BAH X BHA KAA NTA KM KAM MARIOS EAHA ANE BANS ERM ARS 





(2) 
Quese If you remember the a@ y on which Mary Neff and Will Neff 
were Married, and if you remember Will Neff and Victoria Neff 


passing your house on that day, State what time it was as near 


as you can, that they pass d on the way to be married? 


AnSe <= 
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Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and ieee | Form No. 
Richmond, Vas 














between the hours of . a _. A. M. and ~ a 


P. M., on that day, proceed to take the depositions 


.......and others, to be read in evidence a eacepenall 


cing of the said depositions be not commenced on that day, or, if com- 


menced, ay not concluded on that day, the taking of the same will be adjourned and contin- 


nes from day to day, or from time to time, at the same place and between the same hours, until 


the same shall be completed. Very respectfully, 



































ForRM No. 404. 























Virginia, Lee county, to-wit: 


I hereby Certify that on 1 the ard day of February, 1904, 
I delivered a true copy of ihe. within notic 


Sworn to before me, 





Weis Nerttf 

Va. Memo. of proposition of compromise as made by Mrs.Neff. 
Mary ENeft. 

That whatever agreement of colmronise shall be made the sane 
snall be sduced to writing and signed by both varties,and dulv 
acknowledgred,a cony to be given to the attornevs of cesaenr 

Mr.Neff must arree: 

In “alsi= Gnaines- Yo"tr treat nes wire with resrnect 
ness end consideration, allowine 
as 1is.consistent with the nosition of a wife, 

To Jive at home with her as-man and wife and not in ea 
senarate house, 

To stipulate to bury the past diferences and not discuss 
them or refer to them when there arises anv smell dafercnces yar 
env should arise, 

In the event that he fails to treat her with such respect 
Kindness 6nd consideration SO as that they can not live torcether 

a pocesonable depres of peace,and such disaereecient ig ae to 
the violation of this agreement bv Mr.Neff,and on account of his 
fault a separation beco’ es necess en that Mr.Neff shall 


e 


pay to the said wife from the date of the separation the s 


= 


150, during her life and that of Mr.Neff,or so lone as she 


Shela remain single, {#e-sur-ef=8150-00, which shell consitute 
lien upon all the real e tate whien > Sald Neff now or may 
hereafter own, 

Mrs.Neff will arree: 

To be a faithful,devoted,kind and dutiful wife ,and 
in the event of a spearation due to ar srowing out of her fault 
or failure to do her dutv or to act in a kind anda considerate 
way toward her husband, then in that event to clain HO DLS Ae ao 


suvport or maintenance from her said husband. 








Highest Warket Price Paid for all Kinds of Country Produce tn Gxchange for Soods 





SN) NRE Ee 
Dry ¢ Goods,.¢ Notions, ¢ Groceries, Hats, 
Boots, Shoes, 
Clothing, Panes & re: Furnishings, 


Hardware, Queensware, Tinware, &c. 


HUBBARD SPRINGS, VA 


R. F. D. No. 2, ae La. 
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WE.NGfT 


RW Neff 


The pecties to this suit,husbande and wife,being enxiousr +o 


csttle wll matters of difference herstofore existing phetween them, and 


mutuseliy dericing to sésume The merceiere relation entered into re- 
tween them jo heceby rutuelly eeree, bind ard pledae therseelves to 
each other «s follow 

PTIRST:— Thet they will ex#ch perdon end forgive, and cf far as 
possible forget, @ny error or mistinee that either rey heve heretofore 
committed? 

SECOND:-- The said W.E.Neff egrees and binds hir 

to dc his full and complete duty as &@ husband, to 

a wife should petrecte 
cCorPro rta.b 1e 
with due respect and prope: 
privileges in tne nome as 
vO stay with her ate. 


‘oe thezvhmome life 


NUS DTIC 
ee ee a m aa oh aalteal “—<" 
Gore ort; wef LL. eA AL On} Ga ment: 


TOURTH!:- The suit for divorce now rendine 
Fee 1 
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aelGoMmenie , Se tumesncGonts of the 


Witness the following 


of Fepminrcy, 1903. 








E.W. PENNINGTON ROBT.L.PENNINGTON. 


Wenninginn Brox. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE AND PENNINGTON GAPVA 


Van,Va.,April 7,1903. 


Mr Wok, Nerz 
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Jonesviile,Va. 


Refore ansverine vour : | L¢ er Mekings any répinies 


Fan 
a3/ 


w~ 


ne vronositions and offers therein contained,I would like to have 


— ov 


explanation or statement from vou rerarding e letter which 


Lo 


i, .Peceived two daveefter your Letter refered above, The letter 
st prefered to wes received on April 4th and contained a photorreph 


of tvrours Inutilated in the conditionvexniained to vou by my attorney, 


~fon,on vesterday;the Letter contained no name 
heandwrite seems to be vours,and the purncose 
- E 4 
a 
y ms 2% + - 4 } Ve tw) 4 . 
some other nersons ,is dark and 
loss to know the meanine whether it 
what. Before answering vour letter, therefore,I would 


from vou a statement in resard to the matter.I1y you 


‘ bef md» 4 : 
sno sént tne Levtrer 


r,a 


pose and intentio” of the matter was,anc. Lf wor | dies et 
atatement from vou to that effect with expiantion. why 

not you that sent it, Upon the receipt of vour exniantion of the 
refered to,I will answer yours of the 1st. 


Sincerely yours, 


3 1lg+-~ f 


(CSF ,: y, 


ee Pie Ch SO. TEC at 0,1 rould Bike for you to come in. 


nerson to ansvevabout this matter,and if vou will come,would be 


whe win 


elead that vou would let me know what time vou will come. 








E.W. PENNINGTON ROBT.L.PENNINGTON. 


enniwgtan Brox. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE AND PENNINGTON GAP VA. 


Jonesvillie,Va., pec.6,1906. 
My  W.E.Neff, 

R.F.D., Jonesvilic,Va. 
pear, Me. Neer: 

I received several days ago vour letter sent to me by Mess.Smith 
and Ely. In reply will say that I have carefully considered the matter 
of a compromise of diferences existing,and am truly sorry to say that 
I can not believe that the proposition vou make,is made in good faith, 
but fear that it is made only with a view of furnishing yourself with 
evidence to use arainst me in the suit you have prougnt against me. 
However,I want to give vou a fair chance to show that vou are really 
in earnest about the matter, and if vou are,you are perfectly welcome 
to come over to my father's and we will talk this matter over and 


what settlement can be made. Anv time that wilit be convenient for 


you to come will suit me, 4ck A tied pref te /eceen whut oy reer Let 6, 
Cifriice Yours very truly, 


nate §, eff 
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EW. PENNINGTON. 
Ky 3 74 
Wenningtan Brax. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 

JONESVILLE AND PENNINGTON GAP VA. 


Jonesville,Va.,April 26,1903 
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race one morce effort to ceconcile the aifferenc 


hiIrée Jove ir ALove you bo core ‘beck to’ me and 


Lovins wife ae you promised ah the 


a 


os: £O @ x Or} TO ri ky? as 2 we pl § rye } e <p : 5 7 5} $5 24 ing ra a a 


LeconcLliiation since 


Lire my 
LC1é6ent tire in 
Cllijetion, a I beleive thet 


hed 


exercised your own free 
Létusned to re before 


i CRAY 


_ 2 | heey 
~ i \. *., ? = 
= ELOY Dv COMM ie. o€., 
, ri NY ~~ 
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~ alene = lek che hex Nye 
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On MY part 
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April isthn, 19C3. 
hick. wMecy E.Neft, 
Van, 
idy Dear wiry: 
T seceived your letter of the 7th on Seturdey 1act, 
statement oc empl anation reegrding & letter which you 


attrorney F.l. Pennington choke to me chrout «ee which he told me Wer 


: aN 
veceived by you oO. Agatil] @ne “un, end cakeine\ photonre pn of rine 


in w matilatec condition. SS SS 


fou rea So to-you something the 
oN 


Vi 


cnow notnaing «et «11 about. AS new sen you en sch 
gat ». we _ SS » Tek 2 _ 


(a OS NO 
Ll tnow could neve © ey Lt AQ KOU 20+ ago T knew the 
ff : wo he . 
é Kite 


\ >) 
- rd vy e. 8r » * . ; + F- A ; “ “ 75 4 A. 
candese - Neves neawvda OF . Wt ait ices © 4 roe pentioned 29 


Q) } | 

INS : when be rentoinet 1. to re 

T told him ie Poe \ ye mite “4 nothing eheut 12, Ata. n¢6F 

send it anc rare Oy ot, Know who dic send it. 

phnotogsapn Wat Rieti? > IG, PF mwheo 3 | frien 4 neither of VWF. 

L veg. et vecy ruch thet If heve heen wunehHile to core t7 

you in pe.gron. I did not ceceive vour letter until retweer 2% and 

o’ clock on Saturday, and as you now Set DEE 

day in the 2tov, and tnese 

Sunday, end L could not well geu ewey oO: Mhet day, end im o aAkat ion 

tLheséto % ou woarted me to Tovtisy yeu pefovehe nd what Ger wee coring, 

end TIT nave hed no oppo. tunity tc Ao 

WeLeck GG Up £O thet Iocan neither core nos 

a@ill core any dey that yo. will let me know will be puiten'eé +o VOU. 


Now as futhes evidence of my sincerity in this retter, fF 





enclose you my eworn of fidavit denying #11 knowledre of the letter and 
photo.,.¢ph seat you ty sore ‘@tlgning recson. 

yOu £tete in yous letbes of the 7th Tee ts 
CGive MY denise] you will sepl: to my lettec of the 1st. The +-<ne 
5 OUs LELLGc Trettar me hopeful thet, your renly will Ke fowneetle, Mov 
pigiie lot re hea.s furor you JUET akssooan as.Xbu can and rele woul CeD ly 


favoseblie, oT, 
jo} 
aN v A 
Very affectianckely vours 
Pom EN. ‘ EA: u .* M 
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* a ws ~ ed ; w< ae e 
Lisy to VeAG “LALS letter fror the river bv e sne- 


go> 


3.7, 4 Pra. C. ‘ ” "9 \,, \ i — “> | & 
Cial mesceng ACEREA “TN Join ec please mnewer it and the 


others letter by 








Virginie, Bee County, To-wit: 
I, W.H.Neff, have been inforred that on cr erout the 4th dey 


of April, 1903, sore pertron sent co m wife, Mery “Neff, © photo- 


q 
geeph of mine,mutilated, I do colerniv swear thet T did not rend 


lette. and photograph: thet I dia not ptocure it te be sent: thet. 


J hs 


do not kuow who did send it, end the had nothire tedo in envy rennel, 


snepe,fom os fashion with the sending of the eeme So help re God. 


nD 


Sworn to aad subscvibed hefore me py WM Neff on this ihe 


13th day of April, 1903. 








Vi GER 


ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
& U. S. COMMISSIONER. 


JONESVILLE, 
Mes W.E Neff, 
Dear Sir: 


Trwaneswer, bo. your Nev tems tog yesterday ,will 


say that you can have my dwelling house from now till January Ease 


for nothing,and from Jan. 1st'to May ist'at $2.50 per month,and 

“ue you then rent the Store house another year,or renew your renmtad 
contract on the Store house property for another year,you may then 
have the dwelling house garden and lot and atable for a year at the 
rate of $3.00 per month,that is,after the first of May,you may have 
the delling house &c. at 3.00 per month as long as you occupy the 
Store house at $2.50 per thonth, that Willem inciude the garden vend 
orchard lot,or School house lot,but will want to “exoepy.cne Trutt 
43if there is any,or at least two-thirds of it.Hope I have written 
this so you can understand it,and that tec Weiser ec satisfactory, sndtseX 
you Will bring her in at once and have a merry Christmas. 


Pimp yours ~TRulgy, 


Ae tts 











¢. . Duncan, 
Zitat agate ta haw, 


oo 


jyonesville, Va., Aa ale ett jake 190% 


receryenyyour tleuter “of the’ 7th on Saturday Last, 
ing mé for a stutement or exblanation reagrding a letter which 
attorney R.i:.Pennington spoke to me about and which he told me 
ceceived by you omApril the 4th, and contained ‘photograph of m 


Wy ae meiila ted conditaon. 


It is impossible for me to #xplain to you something 


KNOW nothing at all apout. I never sent you any such letter, nor 
Fa oe | 

I snow could HAV Ceisen GG TO, you, nor "do I know wne purnoSse lon weie 
Senders Pereyex heard of the “etter imtil the matter was mentbiornedsto 
ove wom CLORiCH wre Chnam@ouonm, ahd= when he m ined it #o me 

I told him impositive terms that Egew..WOUBRI RY About <siL.> cial met 
send if and that’ I did not knew who did send Png tn sei ees come 
photograph was sent by some persormwho is "riend med hhea oR 


X 


Cac? ime Ch= Ulsan eee” Geer uid ? OR 
did -mot receive your | eaictill petwees 

‘Clon: ot ureay, and as you know Saturday is always my bu 
day in the store, and there was big, meeting going on at Low Gap on 
sunday and I could met well’ ¢et away om that day; and in addtitdon 
thereto you wanted me to notify you beforehand what day I was coming, 
aid) Kayeenat, io oppomerai ty ta do = por his bin ANG. MLO. eine 
WLECCS are up:iso that. 1. cam arveither 
Wil come any day that you swill, Let 


fe /” iS : : ” . 
Now as futher evidence ' TV since: \ um thps matter, i 
Lh 





¢. ¢. Duncan, 


Attorncyzat=Law, 


enclose you my sworn 


vhotograuph sent you by 


You state in 


ceive my denial you will reply 


your letter maies 


sniease let me neac from 


Tr 
pe 


i eNe 
chal Mess cmaer } 


other letter by the bearer. 


anraidavaie: Genny ic 


me hopeful that your reply will be favorable. 


lam going to try to send this letter from the river 


if, 1 Succeeds in .doing 


Jonesville, War 


enliveknowledee.ot« tite: Tevres and 


the @#@h-that.as Soon as vou -re- 


BOLI Leewer of whe TG, eigen sen 


7 


Now 


2 EDL. 


Ag pomnr as you cane and make your 


om) 


ffectionately yours 


Sne~ 


so please answer it and the 


Yours. 





Virginia, hee Counts, To-wist: 
i-Neff, have been informed, that on or about the 4th day 


TI 
r 


of April, 1905, some person sent to my wife, Mary F.Neff, a nhoto- 
Cora, i mine,mtilated, T do solemnly swear that WEeeenot .2end saa: 
letter and photograph; that I did not vrocure it to be sent: that I 


ao not know who did send it, and that I had nothing todo in any manner, 


spape,loum or fashion with the sending of the sam So help me God. 


Sworn to aud subscriped 


ry 
® 


Win Gap sot Aprit,. 1908 











ene 





-“ 


bee 





vob 


CARBON FINISH. 


“Wine tko”’ 
PHOTOSRAPHS. 
Onty 50 Cents per Dozen 
HOW TO GET THEM: 


END any photograph 
5, well wrapped, toe 

gether with 50 cents, 
and5 cents in stamps for 
mailing expenses. As 
soon as finished I will re- 
turn the Original photo, 
with 12 ‘'Vin-Ko’’ copies. 
Same size and finish as 
this, charg espaid to any 
ostoffice in the world. 
zroups same price. Send 
your best Photo, Fully 
Prepaid. 
J.M.HOUSH, 

PHOTO-STUDIO, 
% GADSDEN, ALA., U.S.A 
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C. T. DUNCAN, a 


Attorney-at-Law, / 


Jongsville, Virginia. 
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Everett Waddey Co. 


Stationers and Printers, Form No. 204. 
Richmond, Va. 


Che Commonwealtfr of oy); coi, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU ns Be 4 | | A all Ni Parte 


to a © re 
ppear before, t pds 


theres}, on then)2, i, of Mh Neen, 
in behalf of ele fenclant 


before the said Judge depending and undetermined between__ 


(J oe Neff | Plaintiff, and 
a Tang ‘ ys Nh _.Defendant . And this. sg. 


shall in no wise omit, ugder the penalty of £4100. And have then there this writ. 


Witness, A. B. Munsry, Clerk of our said court, at the court-house the ILA day of 


oetihe- | 1909. and in the 12 gh 


Le (Feze vine ae eed Charter TE in pS aes & ij / aes of fe Ne (Pron 9 ae fan ea 
Bi =00 ret oti if 0 rE Oren Siveaucrvanacees? a 


| 1909, to testify and the truth to say 


, in a certain matter of controversy in our said court 


year of the Commonwealth. 











FORM No. 204. 


Ped Noh 


SUBPOENA 
FOR 
WITNESS, 


ay: 


Court, 


‘the a 2 day of Diet ted. 


1903 





Everett Waddey Co., 


Stationers and Printers Form No. 20 
Richmond, Va. ‘ : 


Che Commonwealth of Virginia, 


Lo the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting : 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YoU SUMMON ,/ 


to appear, -sefera—th, 
Seal 


thereof, on nr hey of 


in behalf of the. 4 Qt , in a certain matter of controversy in our said court 


before the said Judge depending and undetermined between 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty 6f 100. And have thea there this writ. 


Witness, A. B. Munsey, Clerk of our said court, at the court-house the. vA co ee day of 


, ___ Afag. and in the 1g:7 yd, sar of _ the” ommonwealth. 
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Everett Waddey Co., 


Stationers and Printers Form .» 20. 
Richmond, Va. ‘ mi 404 


‘he Commonweallfy of Vieginia, 


Lo the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting : 


oy uae shy #89... to testify and the truth to say 


a. 4 al 2 TL stent Lee _, Defendant 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


Witness, A. B. Munszy, Clerk of our said court, at the court- Hane the. WEEN. day of 


ear of the Commonwealth. 
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Form No. 204. 


$e t  oe — 


SUBPOENA 
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WITNESS. 





‘z 


we 


| 





The Conmnonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff’ of the County of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That YOU SUTTON 


ORE exhibited against .. rede... 
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year of the Commonwealth. 
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